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The  new,  natural  Wella  Balsam  Creme  Rinses  —  guaranteed, 
sure-fire,  fast  movers.  In  three  formulas— Almond  for  dry  hair, 
Lemon  for  greasy,  Herbal  for  normal  hair. 

Balsam  Creme  Rinses  is  another  successful  new  launch 
from  Wella.  Naturally. 

i75ccnsizePsular  95cCand  eCOn°my  EH  we  know  about  hair. 
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Fastidia  gets  a  newlook. 
Independent  chemists  get  a  new  deal. 

A  dozen  packs  free! 


To:  Betty  Tarry,  Lilia-White  (Saks)  Ltd., 

Birmingham  B8  3DZ. 

Please  tell  me  more  about  the  special 
new-pack  Fastidia  offer. 


Name 


You  know  Fastidia.  The  only  mini-pad 
available  to  independent  chemists.  Ana  the  one 
with  the  loyal  usership  that  keeps  on  building 
year  by  year.  The  one  that  Lilia-White  launched 
in  1972  and  is  still  growing  at  37%  in  1975. 

Now  it's  in  a  new,  more  practical  pack.  And 
until  December  31  (or  while  stocks  last),  we're 
offeringyou  a  dozen  packs  jree  with  every  4 
dozen  packs  you  order. 

Each  case  contains  4  display  merchandisers 
holding  12 packs  (there  are  V2  cases  too).  The 
merchandisers  are  specially  designed  to  show  off 
Fastidia's  bright  new  packaging. 


And  it's  only  the  packaging  that's  changed. 
Fastidia  is  still  the  discreet  mini-pad  with  the 
leakproof  backing  and  special  adhesive  that 
women  know  they  can  trust— as  an  additional 
safeguard  with  their  normal  sanitary  protection, 
when  using  prescribed  medication,  some  forms  of 
contraception,  or  during  pregnancy. 

Talk  to  your  Lilia-White  representative 
about  Fastidia  ...or  send  the  coupon,  now. 


Address 


F  CD 


639 


The  newsweekly  for  pharmacy 
8  November  1975  Vol  204  No  4989 

117th  year  of  publication 
Editor  Arthur  Wright,  FPS,  DBA 
Advertisement  Manager  Peter  Nicholls,  JP 
Publisher  James  Lear 


Contents 


Comment  Q  United  by  union?  □  A  cure  for  apathy 

639 

ASTMS  to  launch  drive  for  contractor  members? 

640 

Stanley  Bubb  forced  to  close  his  pharmacy 

640 

C.  M.  Clothier  to  head  rural  "standstill"  committee 

641 

Increase  in  contractors'  appliance  fees 

642 

Lincolnshire  contractors  discuss  contract  proposals 

644 

No  hostility  towards  industry,  says  Dr  Owen 

647 

The  Xrayser  Column:  Concern 

649 

Scottish  pharmacists  conference 

657 

Misconceptions  in  tablet  machine  instrumentation 

660 

Health  Service  growth  "could  be  absent  in  1977" 

663 

New  president  of  Nl  Society 

663 

Napcolour  acquire  three  Rankolor  laboratories 

667 

Foreign  buyers  show  interest  in  drug  jars 

668 

Coming  Events  667 
Company  News  667 
Letters  664 
Market  News  669 
New  Products  654 


On  TV  Next  Week  654 
People  649 
Trade  News  650 
Westminster  Report  668 
Classified  Advertisements 


669 


Published  Saturdays  by  Benn  Brothers  Ltd 

25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA  (01  353  3212) 

Editorial  and  Advertisement  Offices 

25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA  (01  353  3212) 

Regional  Advertisement  Offices 

Midlands:  240-244  Stratford  Road,  Shirley,  Solihull,  West 
Midlands  B90  3AE    021  744  4427 

North  East:  Permanent  House,  The  Headrow,  Leeds  LS1  8DF 
0532  452841 

Scottish:  74  Drymen  Road,  Bearsden,  Glasgow    041  942  2315 
North  West:  491  Chester  Road,  Old  Trafford,  Manchester 
M16  9HF    061  872  5151 

Wesf  Country  and  South  Wales:  10  Badminton  Road,  Downend, 
Bristol  BS16  6BQ    0272  564827 

Subscription  Department:  125  High  Street,  Colliers  Wood, 
London  SW19  2JN.  Telephone  01  542  8575 

Subscription:  Home  and  Overseas  £18  per  annum  ABC| 
40p  per  copy  (by  post  50p)  '  — 


jfWliWFjl'^  Contents  ©  Benn  Brothers  Ltd  1975.  All  rights  reserved. 
LJ<SlSM!>2/i?  Mo  part  of  this  publication  may  be  reproduced,  stored  in  a 
retrieval  system  or  transmitted  in  any  form  or  by  any  means,  electronic, 
mechanical,  photocopying,  recording  or  otherwise  without  the  prior 
permission  of  Benn  Brothers  Ltd. 


Comment 


United  by  union? 

In  recent  years  there  have  been  many  calls  tor  an 
"umbrella"  organisation  for  pharmacy,  one  which  could 
make  use  of  the  collective  bargaining  power  of 
pharmacists  from  all  branches  of  the  profession  in 
negotiations  for  remuneration  and  other  matters 
outside  the  scope  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
But  we  doubt  whether  the  Association  of  Scientific, 
Technical  and  Managerial  Staffs  is  exactly  what  some 
of  the  various  proposers  had  in  mind  for  such  an 
organisation. 

However,  it  seems  that  ASTMS  is  now  closer  to 
providing  the  umbrella  de  facio  than  any  other  group, 
existing  or  planned.  It  already  has  the  hospital 
pharmacists  under  its  wing,  plus  pharmacist  members 
in  industry.  And  from  this  week's  report  (p640),  the 
union  is  poised  to  make  a  bid  not  merely  for  general 
practice  employees,  but  for  the  contractors  as  well — 
not  apparently  of  its  own  volition,  but  encouraged  by 
the  growing  number  of  membership  applications  from 
those  two  categories. 

The  prospect  of  ASTMS  achieving  for  all  pharmacists 
what  it  has  for  those  in  the  hospital  service,  is 
inevitably  attractive.  But  the  implications  of  a  trade 
union,  of  which  pharmacy  represents  only  a  part,  acting 
for  the  whole  profession,  need  careful  consideration 
before  any  commitment  is  made. 

Although  our  report  shows  that  ASTMS  is  prepared 
to  give  welcome  assurances  concerning  political 
involvement,  we  can  foresee  many  possible  areas  of 
conflict  between  the  political  aims  of  the  union  and  of 
its  pharmacist  members.  Where,  for  example,  might  it 
stand  on  nationalisation  of  pharmacies?  Or  on 
pharmacies  in  health  centres,  should  that  question 
evolve  into  one  of  politics?  Or  on  the  "responsible 
person"  in  industry,  remembering  that  "chemists"  may 
also  be  in  membership?  Finally,  with  the  Trade  Union 
and  Labour  Relations  (Amendment)  Bili  going  through 
Parliament,  how  might  the  profession  react  to  a 
"closed  shop",  other  than  that  imposed  by  registration? 

ASTMS  may  yet  hold  a  key  to  a  united  profession, 
but  pharmacists  must  be  sure  they  are  unlocking  the 
right  door  before  turning  it  too  far. 

A  cure  for  apathy 

Lincolnshire  chemist  contractors — 80  per  cent  of  them — 
turned  out  again  at  Woodhall  Spa  last  weekend  to  prove 
that  their  conference  a  year  earlier  had  not  been  the 
"flash  in  the  pan"  at  one  time  feared  by  energetic 
ACCC  secretary,  Graham  Walker  (see  p644).  That  they 
came  for  a  second  helping  is  undoubtedly  due  in  part  to 
the  activity  of  their  committee  during  the  past  twelve 
months,  and  to  the  fact  that  its  members  have  kept 
niether  their  views  nor  their  achievements  a  closely 
guarded  secret. 

Mr  Walker  reminded  the  conference  of  C&D's  title  to 
a  Comment  on  the  1974  event — "Apathy  undermined". 
And  part  of  the  message  from  this  year's  conference 
was  that  more  publicity  should  be  given  to  what  is  being 
done  on  the  profession's  behalf  by  the  Society's  Council 
and  the  Central  Committee.  If  better  communications 
is  the  answer  to  apathy  locally,  why  not  nationally? 
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STMS  to  seek  more 
contractor  members? 


The  Association  of  Scientific,  Technical 
and  Managerial  Staffs  may  soon  launch 
an  all-out  drive  to  recruit  chemist  con- 
tractors. 

Mr  S.  Davidson,  assistant  general  secre- 
tary, ASTMS,  told  C&D  this  week  that 
the  union  was  "moving  into  a  phase" 
where  it  was  interested  in  an  all-out  re- 
cruiting drive  among  pharmacists  in  gen- 
eral practice.  While  still  wishing  to 
organise  employee  pharmacists — its  original 
idea — inquiries  from  general  practice 
pharmacists  about  union  membership 
were  about  equally  divided  between  em- 
ployees and  contractors.  The  union  had 
not  anticipated  that,  believing  employees 
would  be  more  favourable  towards  union 
membership  than  contractors.  In  view  of 
the  situation,  the  union  was  likely  to 
modify  its  emphasis  more  towards  con- 
tractors. 

Sections  cannot  stand  alone 

It  apoeared  to  Mr  Davidson  that  con- 
tractors were  bearing  the  immediate 
problems  of  the  profession,  and  "it  is 
apparent  that  no  one  section  can  stand  on 
its  own"  in  the  current  situation.  ASTMS 
was  "very  concerned"  about  such  aspects 
as  remuneration,  implications  of  the  EEC, 
and  the  number  of  contractors  being  forced 
out  of  business. 

Asked  how  many  members  the  union 
had  amongst  general  practice  pharmacists, 
Mr  Davidson  said  he  could  not  quote 
figures  as  they  were  "growing  every  day." 
However,  he  described  the  level  of  interest 
as  "enormous" — most  of  the  pharmacists 
writing  to  the  union  were  asking  for 
aDDlication  forms.  He  felt  the  profession's 
problems  were  having  a  "snowball"  effect 
on  union  recruiting. 

ASTMS  has  not  yet  produced  a  policy 
on  pharmacy.  However  it  is  having  certain 
discussions  with  the  aim  of  obtaining  as 
wide  a  concensus  of  opinion  as  possible 
before  formulating  a  policy.  Counter- 
balance Ltd  representatives  were  among 
people  involved  in  the  discussions. 

Counterbalance  will  investigate 

Meanwhile  Counterbalance  itself  is  ad- 
vising employee  pharmacists  not  to  join 
any  organisation  until  it  can  be  resolved 
what  the  organisation  could  offer  the  em- 
ployee. A  statement  issued  by  the  orga- 
nisation on  Monday,  following  talks  with 
ASTMS  last  week,  says: 

"In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  has  been  unable  to  nego- 
tiate on  our  behalf,  and  the  Central  NHS 
Committee  is  only  able  to  negotiate  on 
behalf  of  a  fragmented  profession,  with 
no  united  bodv  to  back  them  in  their 
dealings  with  the  Department,  Counter- 
balance felt  exploratory  discussions  with 
ASTMS  were  worthwhile  in  order  to  clear 
up  any  misunderstandings  currently  preva- 


lent within  the  profession  and  correct 
some  of  the  uninformed  opinion  being 
promoted  within  pharmacy.  Initial  discus- 
sions with  Mr  Stanley  Davidson,  assistant 
general  secretary,  ASTMS,  have  resolved 
the  following  points: 

1.  ASTMS  is  open  to  employee  pharma- 
cists and  employers. 

2.  Political  affiliation  is  not  mandatory  and 
indeed  the  political  levy  is  optional  to 
pharmacist  members. 

3.  ASTMS  itself  would  never  instigate 
strike  action  by  pharmacists  and  any  call 
for  such  action  can  only  come  from 
pharmacists  themselves,  who  would  then 
ask  ASTMS  for  support.  This  would  be 
given  or  withheld  at  the  discretion  of  the 
executive  committee.  Nor  would  ASTMS 
ever  ask  pharmacists  to  strike  in  support 
of  other  groups  within  ASTMS. 

"Thus  pharmacists'  understandable  fears 
can  be  allayed  with  the  knowledge  that 
part  of  their  annual  subscription  does  not 
go  towards  party  political  funds,  and  there 
is  no  question  of  members  being  directed 
to  withdraw  their  services. 

"In  the  light  of  those  points  the  com- 
mittee of  Counterbalance  felt  reassured 
enough  to  agree  to  more  detailed  discus- 
sions with  ASTMS,  and  adjourned  its  com- 
mittee meeting  until  such  discussions  have 
taken  place." 

Division  'sad' 

"Counterbalance,  above  all,  believes  that 
one  body  uniting  all  facets  of  the  profes- 
sion is  the  only  way  of  providing  a  solu- 
tion to  the  financial  problems  confronting 
us,  and  for  this  reason  it  is  sad  to  see  a 
call  for  membership  by  yet  another 
Association,  NAGPEP. 

"We  fully  recognised  the  need  for  a 
united  employers'  body  within  the  pro- 
fession when  we  first  explored  the  setting- 
up  of  Counterbalance;  regrettably  for  legal 
reasons  we  were  unable  to  incorporate 
employees  into  our  association,  but  we 
hope  that  we  can  now  at  least  help  em- 
ployees by  determining  just  what  member- 


ship of  ASTMS  can  offer  them.  For  these 
reasons  it  would  perhaps  be  pertinent  for 
employees  to  wait  until  the  final  outcome 
of  our  discussions  with  ASTMS  are 
known,  before  commiting  themselves  to 
another  association." 

A  Counterbalance  spokesman  told  C&D 
that  further  discussions  with  ASTMS  were 
being  arranged.  The  discussion  had  not 
clarified  what  the  union  had  to  offer  con- 
tractors, and  indeed  Counterbalance  was 
not  sure  quite  what  ASTMS  meant  by 
contractors — the  pharmacists  themselves 
who  ran  the  business  or  non-pharmacist 
owners. 

□  NAGPEP— the  National  Association  of 
General  Practice  Employee  Pharmacists — 
was  set  up  last  year  to  pursue  represen- 
tation for  employees  within  the  profession. 
The  Joint  Boots  Pharmacists  Association 
has  given  its  support  to  this  organisation 
(last  week,  p604). 

Double  yellow  lines  force 
pharmacy  to  close 

Parking  restrictions  outside  his  business 
have  forced  Mr  Stanley  Bubb,  director, 
Branksome  Chemists  Ltd,  Poole,  to  close 
it  down. 

Mr  Bubb,  who  is  secretary  of  the 
Bournemouth  and  East  Dorset  Branch, 
National  Pharmaceutical  Union,  thinks 
that  of  all  the  many  factors  forcing  small 
businesses  to  close  down,  the  "double  yel- 
low menace"  is  perhaps  the  most  devastat- 
ing of  all.  Branksome  Chemists  was  estab- 
lished before  the  first  world  war  and  has 
been  owned  by  Mr  Bubb  for  about  12 
years.  Business  flourished  until  no-waiting 
restrictions  were  imposed  three  years  ago, 
since  when  the  number  of  customers  has 
halved.  Other  shops  in  the  same  block 
have  also  suffered. 

Mr  Bubb  told  C&D  that  when  the  busi- 
ness closes  down  after  Christmas  he  is 
hoping  to  take  up  the  post  of  superinten- 
dent pharmacist  in  the  Parkstone  health 
centre  consortium. 

'No  criticism  of  Boots'! 

The  National  Pharmaceutical  Union's 
protest  last  week  (p605)  about  anti-infla- 
tion advertising  was  a  criticism  only  of 
the  Government  and  was  not  intended  as 
an  implied  criticism  of  Boots.  A  statement 
by  the  NPU  says:  "On  the  contrary,  we 
do  not  consider  that  Boots  or  Dr  Hobday 
have  acted  improperly.  We  are  happy  to 
make  this  clear." 


Mr  J.  C.  Stewart, 
managing  director, 
Vestric  Ltd, 
watched  by 
company  staff, 
turns  the  first  cut 
of  earth  on  the  site 
of  the  new  Vestric 
Edinburgh  branch. 
The  development, 
which  will  replace 
the  current 
buildings  in 
Holyrood  Road,  is 
close  to  the  Royal 
Palace  of  Holyrood 
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'Standstill' 

chairman 

named 


Winners  of  the  Hai  Karate  Orient  Express  competition  with  brand  manager  Mr 
Phil  Bacon  (centre  behind  poster)  at  Heathrow  airport  before  departing  to 
Instabul  for  a  long  weekend.  Trade  winners  were  Mr  M.  F.  Bryson  (Crabtrees  Ltd), 
Mrs  D.  V.  Whelan  (Higgins  and  Son),  Miss  M.  Jenkins  (Scotia  Chemists  Ltd)  and 
Mr  G.  Burrows,  Nottingham. 


Dr  David  Owen,  Minister  for  Health,  has 
appointed  Mr  Cecil  M.  Clothier,  QC, 
chairman  of  the  National  Joint  Committee 
on  Rural  Dispensing,  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  Council  was  told  at  its  meeting 
on  Tuesday. 

Mr  Clothier  was  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee which  reported  in  July,  1972,  into 
the  circumstances  leading  to  the  use  of 
contaminated  infusion  fluids  at  Devon- 
port  General  Hospital  earlier  that  year 
when  a  number  of  patients  died.  With  his 
new  appointment  the  National  Joint  Com- 
mittee— set  up  under  the  terms  of  the 
rural  dispensing  standstill  (C&D,  October 
11,  p484) — is  now  complete;  the  Com- 
mittee's role  includes  consideration  of 
difficult  individual  problems  referred  to  it 
by  local  joint  committees  and  giving  ad- 
vice on  request  when  persuasion  at  a  local 
level  is  unsuccessful  in  solving  a  dispute. 

In  response  to  a  request  from  the  medi- 
cal and  pharmaceutical  professions,  the 
Department  of  Health  has  agreed  to  pro- 
vide a  secretariat  for  the  Committee. 

Pharmacist  faces  drug 
misuse  charges 

A  pharmacist  together  with  the  head  of 
a  city  hospital's  drug  addiction  unit 
appeared  in  court  last  week  accused  of 
drugs  misuse  charges. 

Mr  Patrick  Thomas  Lucas,  MPS,  Holly- 
field  Road  South,  Sutton  Coldfield,  and 
Dr  John  Owens,  All  Saints'  Hospital, 
Birmingham,  were  remanded  until  Decem- 
ber 10  by  the  Birmingham  stipendiary 
magistrate.  Both  were  allowed  £5,000  bail 
with  a  £5,000  surety. 

Dr  Owens  faces  14  charges,  two  under 
the  Dangerous  Drugs  Act  1965,  alleging 
that  he  failed  to  date  prescriptions ;  three 
under  the  Forgery  Act  1913  of  obtaining 
drugs  with  forged  prescriptions ;  three 
under  the  Misuse  of  Drugs  Act  of  failing 
to  specify  names  and  addresses  on  pre- 
scriptions and  six  of  unlawfully  supplying 
drugs.  Mr  Lucas  faces  three  charges  of 
unlawfully  supplying  drugs  and  three  of 
fa;ling  to  give  specific  details  on  prescrip- 
tions. 

Inspector  Harry  Pcnfold,  West  Midlands 
Drugs  Squad,  applied  for  the  remand 
under  the  instrucions  of  the  Director  of 
Public  Prosecutions. 

Seminar  on  safety 

The  British  Safety  Council  is  holding  a 
seminar  on  November  27  to  help  shop 
owners  understand  the  new  Health  and 
Safety  at  Work  Act.  The  BSC  says  local 
authorities  will  have  "almost  limitless" 
powers  under  the  Act  to  make  spot  checks 
on  shops  and  close  down  immediately  any 


area  deemed  to  be  unsafe.  The  seminar  is 
to  be  held  on  board  the  St  Katherine's 
training  ship  moored  near  the  Tower  of 
London  (fee  £20).  Details  from  Helen 
Kelman,  head  of  training  sales  depart- 
ment, 62  Chancellor's  Road,  London  W6. 

'Regional  tier  will  stay' 
assurance  given 

Sir  Philip  Rogers,  permanent  secretary, 
Department  of  Health,  has  written  to  the 
chairmen  of  regional  health  authorities, 
dispelling  rumours  that  the  regional  tier 
of  the  NHS  is  to  be  dropped. 

He  has  repeated  the  assurance  given  by 
Mrs  Barbara  Castle,  Secretary  of  State  for 
Social  Services,  in  the  Commons  last 
week,  that  no  sudden,  drastic  change  is  to 
be  made  to  any  of  the  tiers.  The  Govern- 
ment's intention  was  to  seek  the  maximum 
administrative  economies  in  consultation 
with  the  staff  concerned. 

The  letter  was  written  following  con- 
cern over  the  effect  on  staff  morale  of 
"unfounded  rumours"  that  there  were  to 
be  fundamental  changes  in  NHS  structure. 


Manufacturers  of  electronic  photographic 
flash  units  should  quote  accurate  guide 
numbers  in  a  standard  way  to  make 
comparisons  easier  for  consumers,  recom- 
mends the  November  issue  of  the 
Consumer  Association's  Which? 

An  article  in  the  issue,  testing  flash 
systems,  says  that  comparing  guide  num- 
bers— a  measure  of  the  amount  of  light 
per  flash — of  different  units  is  not  as  easy 
as  it  might  be,  as  no  standard  system  is 
used  by  manufacturers ;  one  quotes  a 
guide  number  as  30  (ASA  25  in  feet)  and 
another  18  (DIN  21  in  metres) — both 
referring  to  the  same  light  output.  In 
addition,  few  statements  of  light  output 
were  found  to  be  accurate,  most  makers 
underestimating  it.  Although  the  differ- 
ence would  not  matter  much  in  practice, 
for  precise  work  Which?  recommends 
taking  a  trial  film  to  establish  the  light 
output. 

For  evenness  of  the  light  over  different 
directions,  units  were  tested  on  the  areas 
covered  by  a  50mm  and  35mm  (wide 
angle)  lens ;  none  did  well  with  the  wide 
angle  lens,  and  even  with  the  50mm  lens, 
none  was  "top  rated"  although  some  did 


More  part-time  jobs  needed 

More  opportunities  for  part-time  working 
must  become  available  in  the  next  15 
years  if  the  labour  force  is  to  increase  as 
forecast,  according  to  the  October  Depart- 
ment of  Employment  Gazette,  because 
the  increase  will  consist  mainly  of  married 
women. 

The  labour  force  increased  by  30  per 
cent  to  25  million  in  the  50  years  to  1971, 
a  growth  of  1\  million  males  and  34 
million  females.  Almost  half  the  married 
women  working  in  1971  were  working  30 
or  fewer  hours  per  week.  The  article 
emphasises  that  the  trend  towards  part- 
time  working  must  continue  if  the  projec- 
tions of  an  increase  in  the  labour  force  of 
2  million  are  to  be  reached  by  1991. 

Although  the  labour  force  grew  in  the 
decade  to  1971,  shorter  hours,  longer 
holidays  and  more  part-time  working  led 
to  a  decrease  in  the  total  number  of  hours 
worked  in  a  year.  By  1991  the  total 
number  of  hours  worked  could  be  slightly 
lower  than  in  1971  despite  the  growth  of 
the  labour  force. 


well.  Other  points  from  the  tests  include: 
flash  cubes  and  bulbs  did  well  on  pro- 
ducing diffuse  shadows;  the  flash  produced 
as  soon  as  the  "ready"  light  on  a  unit  lit 
up  was  "considerably  less  bright" — even 
up  to  a  complete  /  stop — than  if  a  longer 
time  was  allowed ;  bulbs  and  cubes  were 
"quite  accurate"  on  colour,  but  nearly  all 
electronic  units  introduced  a  bluish  tint 
to  the  picture. 

Which?  suggests  that  Magicubes  are 
satisfactory  if  the  camera  has  only  a 
socket  for  them,  but  if  there  is  a  choice 
of  bulbs  or  electronic  units,  the  latter 
would  be  better,  even  if  only  a  few  photo- 
graphs are  taken.  Manual  units  recom- 
mended as  giving  good  value  for  money 
include  Agfatronic  250B,  Boots  Speedfron 
IV,  Rollei  E15B,  Sunpak  GX17  and 
National  PE200. 

□  Explaining  how  the  Weights  and 
Measures  Act  works,  Which?  feels  that 
the  law  should  allow  only  one  method  of 
stating  quantity  on  shampoo,  perfume  and 
other  toilet  preparations.  Cost  comparisons 
were  thought  to  be  extremely  difficult 
when  some  brands  were  sold  by  weight 
and  others  by  volume  (see  also  p668). 


Call  for  standard  use  of  photo  flash  guide  numbers 
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Contractors' 
appliance 
fees  go  up 


Mr  R.  V.  Jurich,  managing  director,  Knox  Laboratories,  displays  a  model  "tooth  bug" 
to  guests  at  an  Oral-B  seminar  last  week.  The  guests  were  the  directors  of  16 
European  and  Scandinavian  Oral-B  agencies  and  the  seminar  was  organised  for 
Cooper  Laboratories  International  Ltd,  the  parent  company,  to  pass  on  information 
about  the  UK  operation  following  the  continuing  record  sales  in  this  country 


The  Department  of  Health  has  accepted 
that,  from  October  1,  1975,  a  full  Class  1 
fee  (24ip)  should  be  paid  for  the  supply 
and  fitting  of  a  full-ostomy  appliance,  and 
that  a  separate  fee  of  8p  should  be  paid 
for  the  supply  of  each  spare  part  to  such 
an  appliance. 

That  was  announced  at  the  Central  NHS 
(Chemist  Contractors)  Committee  meeting 
last  month.  The  meeting  was  also  told  that 
the  Department  accepted  that  a  separate 
class  3  fee  (3ip)  should  be  paid  for  the 
dispensing  of  each  prescription  calling  for 
a  spare  part  or  parts  for  atomisers, 
douches,  urine  sugar  analysis  sets  and 
vaporisers. 

A  letter  had  been  received  from  the 
Department  setting  out  its  views  in  respect 
of  the  payment  of  preregistration  gradu- 
ates in  retail  pharmacies.  The  Department 
considered  that  such  payments  should  be 
financed  from  balance  sheet  money  in  the 
form  of  a  standard  annual  training  grant 
based  on  the  average  cost  of  employing 
a  preregistration  graduate.  It  was  agreed 
that  a  meeting  should  be  arranged  with 
officers  of  the  Department. 

Bulk  prescriptions 

A  further  letter  from  the  Department 
asked  that  consideration  be  given  to  a 
proposal  to  extend  the  provision  for  bulk 
prescribing  to  cover  prescriptions  calling 
for  dressings.  The  Committee  decided  that 
the  Department  should  be  informed  that 
it  was  still  opposed  to  any  extension  of 
the  bulk  prescribing  arrangements. 

It  was  reported  that,  in  accordance  with 
the  decision  taken  at  the  September  meet- 
ing, representations  had  been  made  to  the 
Department  that  where  a  chemist  con- 
tractor attended  his  pharmacy  at  the 
request  of  the  police  to  dispense  a  pre- 
scription after  normal  business  hours  and 
the  patient  failed  to  attend,  provision 
should  be  made  for  him  to  receive  the 
appropriate  urgent  fee. 

Other  points  from  the  meeting  included: 

□  In  accordance  with  the  September 
meeting's  decision,  a  claim  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Department  for  the  maximum 
permitted  increase  of  £6  a  week  in  the 
notional  salary  to  take  effect  from 
lanuary  1,  1976. 

□  The  amended  Essential  Small  Phar- 
macies Scheme  and  revised  Terms  of 
Service  and  Hours  of  Service  Schemes  are 
to  be  submitted  to  the  Department  as  soon 
as  possible. 

□  A  meeting  between  the  Department, 
representatives  of  the  pharmaceutical  pro- 
fession, and  British  Oxygen  Co  to  discuss 
the  oxygen  therapy  service  was  to  be  held 
on  November  4. 

□  A  report  of  the  recent  meeting  between 


the  pharmaceutical  deputation  and  the 
Hereford  and  Worcester  Area  Health 
Authority  was  presented.  It  was  noted 
that  the  rural  dispensing  "standstill", 
which  came  into  operation  on  October  11, 
need  not  be  registered  under  the  Restric- 
tive Trade  Practices  Acts. 

SMA  to  collect  evidence 
for  Royal  Commission 

The  Socialist  Medical  Association  has  set 
up  a  study  group  to  collect  evidence  for 
presentation  to  the  Royal  Commission 
on  the  National  Health  Service,  which 
the  Prime  Minister  recently  announced. 
The  SMA  Pharmacy  Group  proposes  "to 
take  a  good  look  at  the  present  structure 
of  the  service,  the  manpower  involved, 
and  the  methods  of  financing."  Invitations 
are  being  extended  to  trade  unions  with 
members  in  the  NHS  to  join  the  study 
group  and  in  order  to  have  available  a 
wide  spectrum  of  opinion  and  expertise, 
some  individuals  with  specialised  know- 
ledge have  also  been  invited.  Mr  T.  C. 
Thomas,  secretary  of  the  Pharmacy 
Group,  will  be  pleased  to  receive  com- 
ments from  pharmacists  which  should  be 
addressed  to  the  SMA  London  office,  54 
Finchley  Court,  London  N3  1NH. 

Further  C-film  trial  shows 
better  results 

A  Swedish  trial  of  C-film  has  contradicted 
the  poor  results  obtained  in  a  previous 
study  carried  out  by  the  Family  Planning 
Association  (C&D.  November  9,  1974, 
P575). 

According  to  a  report  in  last  week's 
British  Medical  Journal,  C-film  was  used 
as  the  sole  contraceptive  at  three  clinics  in 
Sweden  by  237  women  for  a  total  of  1,866 
months.  During  this  time  14  pregnancies 
occurred,  giving  a  use-effectiveness  preg- 
nancy rate  of  nine  per  100  woman-years 
whereas  the  FPA  trial  showed  a  pregnancy 
rate  of  62  per  100  woman-years. 

Most  failures  were  the  result  of  incorrect 
use,  the  authors  add.  While  not  recom- 
mending C-film  as  an  alternative  to  oral 
contraception  or  the  intra-uterine  device, 
they  consider  it  offers  good  protection  for 
the  reliable  user  if  proper  instruction  is 
given. 


Free  prescriptions:  income 
exemption  level  to  rise 

The  level  of  income  exempted  for  purposes 
of  obtaining  free  prescriptions  by  people 
receiving  supplementary  benefit  is  to  be 
raised  by  £2  on  November  17  following 
the  easing  of  the  supplementary  benefits 
standards  from  that  date.  Statutory 
Instruments  to  bring  the  changes  into  effect 
were  published  last  week  and  are  the 
National  Health  Service  (Remission  of 
Charges)  Amendment  Regulations  1975; 
National  Health  Service  (Charges  for 
Drugs  and  Appliances)  Amendment  Regu- 
lations 1975;  National  Health  Service  (Re- 
mission of  Charges)  (Scotland)  Amend- 
ment Regulations  1975;  and  National 
Health  Service  (Charges  for  Drugs  and 
Appliances)  (Scotland)  Amendment  (No  2) 
Regulations  1975  (HM  Stationery  Office, 
SI  Nos  1687,  1688,  1715,  1716,  8p  each). 

'A  double'  in  three  years 

Last  month  Coty  Ltd  reached  a  sales  tar- 
get set  in  1973 — to  "double  the  sales" 
reached  in  1972,  within  three  years.  The 
target  was  reached  ahead  of  schedule — 
Coty  estimate  they  will  be  150  per  cent  up 
on  the  1972  figures  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

To  celebrate  their  success,  Coty  an- 
nounced they  will  be  holding  their 
January  sales  conference  in  Malta.  They 
also  marked  the  occasion  by  presenting 
Mr  M.  Seymour,  chairman  of  Seymour 
(Chemists)  Ltd,  with  a  silver  salver.  It  was 
the  invoice  of  one  of  Mr  Seymour's  chem- 
ists, J.  M.  Hughes,  of  High  Wycombe,  that 
was  shown  by  Coty's  computer  to  have 
"doubled"  their  sales. 


Post  and  telephone  costs 

The  recent  sharp  rises  in  Post  Office 
charges  force  us  to  remind  subscribers 
that  inquiries  submitted  to  C&D's 
information  department  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  stamped  and 
addressed  envelope  for  reply. 

We  regret  also  that  only  under 
exceptional  circumstances  will  we  be 
prepared  to  "call  back"  with  replies  to 
telephoned  inquiries.  To  help  reduce 
costs  when  a  long  information  search 
is  anticipated,  inquirers  will  be  invited 
to  call  again. 
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Poison  law  reform  to  follow 
Misuse  of  Drugs  Bill 


Certain  provisions  of  the  Misuse  of  Drugs 
Bill,  which  moves  to  the  Committee  stage 
in  the  Irish  Parliament  early  next  session, 
"will  provide  the  basis  for  a  much  needed 
reform  of  existing  poisons  legislation,"' 
according  to  Mr  M.  J.  Cahill,  assistant 
registrar,  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Ireland. 

Giving  a  paper  on  "Impending  legisla- 
tion and  its  potential  impact  on  pharmacy," 
Mr  Cahill  explained  that  the  subsequent 
Act  would  impose  more  stringent  restric- 
tions on  Controlled  Drugs,  and  severe 
penalties,  including  imprisonment,  may  be 
imposed.  The  main  purpose  of  the 
measure  was  to  repeal  the  1934  Dangerous 
Drugs  Act,  but  the  opportunity  was  also 
being  taken  to  remedy  certain  technical 
defects  in  the  1961  Poisons  Act  and  the 
1962  Pharmacy  Act,  which  would,  in  turn, 
provide  the  basis  of  the  much-needed 
reform. 

Sequence  of  reform 

Mr  Cahill  forecast  the  sequence  of 
reform  as  follows: — The  passing  of  the 
Bill  would  enable  the  Minister  for  Health 
to  activate  Section  14  of  the  Poisons  Act 
concurrently  with  an  amended  Section  2 
of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  The  Minister  would 
then  make  regulations  declaring  an 
extensive  schedule  of  substances  to  be 
"poisons."  Pharmacists  would  retain  their 
statutory  right  to  sell  all  poisons  but 
licensed  sellers  would  be  authorised  to  sell 
a  limited  range  of  poisons,  principally  in 
the  horticultural  and  agricultural  spheres. 
Mr  Cahill  hoped  the  licensing  of  the  latter 
group  by  the  health  boards  would  be 
earned  out  "in  a  more  logical  and  orderly 
manner"  than  county  councils  had. 
Regulations  would  also  be  made  to 
provide  for  labelling,  record  keeping, 
storage,  transport,  etc. 

Contrary  to  its  earlier  recommendations, 
Comkairle  na  Nimheanna,  the  Poisons 
Board,  had  agreed  that  medicines  of  the 
"prescription  only"  category  would  con- 
tinue tor  the  foreseeable  future  to  be  con- 
trolled by  regulations  under  Section  65 
of  the  Health  Act,  1947,  the  so-called 
Medical  Preparations  (Control  of  Sale) 
Regulations.  The  existing  schedules  would 
be  substantially  revised  and  expanded,  and 
the  Society's  Council  would  be  given 
powers  of  enforcement,  at  present  lacking, 
in  relation  to  the  regulations.  "This  is 
seen  as  the  first  step  in  the  process  of 
distinguishing  between  medicines  and 
poisons  in  the  various  codes  of  legislation, 
a  distinction  which,  up  to  now,  has  been 
somewhat  blurred  by  the  retention  of 
nomenclature  appropriate  to  the  19th 
century." 

Turning  to  the  "legislation"  powers  of 
the    Pharmaceutical    Society,    Mr  Cahill 


said  that  Section  2  of  the  1962  Pharmacy 
Act  would  come  into  force  at  the  same 
time  as  Section  14  of  the  Poisons  Act.  The 
Section  provided  that  the  Council  shall, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Minister,  make 
regulations  on  pharmacists'  and  druggists' 
shop  premises,  the  people  employed,  and 
the  furnishing  of  statements  and  returns. 
The  Section  would  also  enable  the 
Council  to  make  regulations  limiting  the 
time  during  which  the  personal  repre- 
sentative of  a  deceased  pharmacist  may 
continue  to  carry  on  the  business. 

"The  parameters  are  fairly  broad  and, 
it  appears,  given  ministerial  goodwill,  the 
Council  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
remedy  certain  abuses  which  have  crept 
in  over  the  years  in  relation  to  keeping 
open  shop,"  said  Mr  Cahill.  The  Section 
did  not  specifically  enable  the  Council  to 
provide  for  a  register  of  pharmacies  law- 
fully keeping  open  shop,  but  the  possibility 
of  establishing  a  registration  system  within 
the  framework  of  the  rules  "will  be  fully 
examined."  Section  2  also  provided  for 
suitable  standards  in  pharmacies  or 
medical  halls  where  preparations  are 
stored,  compounded,  dispensed,  sold  or 
supplied  to  the  public;  at  present  the 
Council  was  empowered  only  to  lay  down 
standards  for  pharmacies  undertaking  the 
training  of  students. 

It  was  noteworthy  that  the  Minister  for 
Industry  and  Commerce  has  planned  a 
fairly  extensive  overhaul  of  consumer 
protection  legislation,  said  Mr  Cahill.  The 
first  of  three  or  four  major  Bills  are  to 
be  introduced  in  Dail  Eireann  during  the 
next  session,  and  trade  descriptions  and 


Mr  M.  J.  Cahill 


advertising  would  be  affected.  "I  believe 
that  pharmaceutical  organisations  have  a 
big  responsibility  to  monitor  this  legisla- 
tive programme  carefully  and  to  ensure 
that  enthusiasm  for  change  will  not 
obscure  the  need  for  special  consideration 
of  the  unique  problems  of  medicines," 
added  Mr  Cahill.  Medicines  are  excluded 
from  general  Federal  Trade  Legislation  in 
the  United  States  and  there  was  a  strong 
case  for  excluding  medicines  from  any  new 
consumer-oriented  laws  in  Ireland  also. 

Other  points  made  by  Mr  Cahill  in- 
cluded: 

□  Arising  out  of  EEC  Directives,  the 
Minister  for  Health  has  introduced  regula- 
tions to  provide  for  licensing  of  new  pro- 
prietary medicines.  The  regulations  will  be 
extended  soon  to  cover  products  already 
on  the  market.  Authorisations  are  given 
by  the  Minister  on  the  advice  of  the 
National  Drugs  Advisory  Board. 

□  The  Society's  Council  was  in  consulta- 
tion with  the  Department  of  Health  on 
two  major  enactments  required  to  consoli- 
date and  codify  medicines  legislation  and 
pharmacy  law;  an  Act  similar  to  the  UK 
Medicines  Act  was  obviously  required  in 
Ireland  to  meet  on-going  requirements, 
instead  of  "bits  and  pieces"  of  legislation, 
and  the  same  could  also  be  said  for  the 
Pharmacy  Acts  1875-1962. 


New  Australian  law  sets  example  to  other  countries 


The  parliament  of  the  Australian  State  of 
Victoria  last  year  enacted  a  new  law  on 
pharmacy  which  could  become  an  example 
followed  by  other  countries.  Details  of 
the  new  legislation — the  Pharmacists  Act 
1974 — were  revealed  by  two  speakers,  Mr 
A.  Howells,  president,  Commonwealth 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  Mr  Cahill. 

According  to  Mr  Cahill,  from  the  word- 
ing of  the  Act  it  appears  that  only  a 
registered  pharmacist  may  own  a  phar- 
macy— bodies  corporate  and  people  who 
are  not  pharmacists  being  explicity  banned 
from  owning  or  even  having  a  "pro- 
prietary or  pecuniary  interest"  in  a 
pharmacy.  Another  important  change  is 
that  members  of  the  profession  are  des- 
cribed by  the  Act  as  "pharmacists"  not 
"pharmaceutical  chemists" — reflecting  the 
argument  that  pharmacy  is  not  an  off- 
shoot of  chemistry,  but  a  science  in  its 
own  right.  "Pharmacy"  is  applied  only  to 
the  place  or  premises  where  the  pharma- 
cist practises,  and  is  sufficiently  broad  to 
include    storage    rooms,    staff  amenities 


areas,  offices  and  waiting  rooms;  "prac- 
tising as  a  pharmacist"  replaces  "carrying 
on  business  as  a  chemist  and  druggist"; 
and  "supply"  is  used  where  "retailing" 
would  have  appeared  previously. 

The  Act  also  entitles  the  Pharmacy 
Board,  of  its  own  volition,  or  arising  from 
a  complaint,  to  investigate  the  conduct  of 
a  pharmacist.  In  proper  cases  the  Board 
may  admonish  or  reprimand  the  pharma- 
cist, order  him  to  pay  costs,  require  him 
to  give  an  undertaking,  impose  a  fine, 
suspend  his  registration,  or  order  the 
removal  of  his  name  from  the  Register. 

Mr  Howells  said  that  a  pharmacy  or 
pharmacy  department  (in  a  hospital)  could 
not  be  established  unless  the  premises 
were  first  approved  by  the  Board.  Existing 
pharmacies  would  have  to  obtain  approval 
later.  The  Act  states  a  pharmacy  must 
be  personally  supervised  at  all  times  when 
open  for  business.  The  pharmacist  is  for- 
bidden to  supply  rhe  keys  to  a  person 
other  than  another  pharmacist  and  he  has 
to  open  and  lock  the  doors  himself. 
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Time  has  come 
for  pharmacies 

to  amalgamate' 

The  time  has  come  for  some  pharmacies 
in  the  Republic  to  close  by  amalgamation  ; 
pharmacists  could  join  forces  and,  in  many 
towns,  operate  all  the  pharmacies  there 
as  a  single  company,  large  enough  to  do 
business  economically  and  dictate  terms  to 
suppliers  and  manufacturers. 

These  ideas,  which  could  lead  to  a 
better  life  for  pharmacists,  were  expressed 
by  Mr  J.  C.  Walsh  during  the  session  on 
future  trends  and  developments  in  com- 
munity pharmacies.  He  had  surveyed  the 
Tralee,  Waterford,  Limeiick  and  Cork 
areas  and  found  pharmacies  generally  had 
clean,  tidy  and  tasteful  shop  fronts,  but 
"chemist"  was  on  practically  every  shop, 
and  "pharmacy"  hardly  ever.  His  impres- 
sion was  that  the  premises  had  a  long  way 
to  go  before  they  reflected  professionalism 
— he  attacked  the  number  of  posters  and 
amount  of  non-pharmaceutical  goods 
displayed  in  the  windows. 

In  his  opinion  Tralee — which  had  a 
population  of  1,474  per  pharmacy — could 
have  an  effective  pharmaceutical  service 
supplied  from  four  premises — five  less  than 
the  current  number.  Cork,  with  53  phar- 
macies, could  be  supplied  from  20 
premises,  and  Limerick  three  instead  of  29. 
Waterford,  with  eight  pharmacies  for 
33,700  people,  had  "adequate"  cover — 
no  one  in  the  town  was  more  than  two 
miles  from  a  pharmacy.  He  felt  a  lot  of 
pharmacies  would  close  anyway  within  20 
years  when  their  proprietors  would  have 
retired  or  died. 

Mr  G.  Golden  viewed  the  future  of 
pharmacy  with  alarm,  and  felt  the  phar- 
macists' experience  was  misunderstood. 
The  General  Medical  Services  scheme  had 
been  a  much  needed  morale  booster,  but 
in  the  rush  into  it,  certain  points  had  been 
overlooked.  He  felt  that  pharmacists  should 
have  participation  on  health  boards  and 
committees  as  a  right,  that  the  role  of  the 
pharmacist  in  health  education  should  be 
enlarged  and  accepted  by  the  State,  and 
that  the  pharmacist  should  have  the  right 
to  supply  repeat  prescriptions  without  the 
patient  needing  to  see  the  doctor  every 
time.  He  also  proposed  a  "more  realistic" 
method  of  monthly  payment,  based  on  the 
previous  month's  average  remuneration  per 
prescription  paid  for  each  of  that  month's 
prescriptions,  with  any  adjustment  made 
the  following  month.  In  that  way  the 
cheque  could  be  received  by  the  phar- 
macist by  Ihe  10th  of  the  month. 

Universities'  involvement 

"The  Universities  have  fallen  between 
two  worlds ;  they  have  hesitated  between 
the  ivory  tower  in  which  they  no  longer 
believe  and  the  market  place  which  they 


distrust  even  as  they  succumb  to  its 
temptations." 

Thus  Dr  F.  S.  L.  Lyons,  provost,  Trinity 
College  Dublin,  summed  up  the  causes  of 
what  he  described  as  "widespread  aliena- 
tion" both  inside  and  out  of  such  institu- 
tions. Giving  the  Congress  lecture  on  "the 
ivory  tower  and  the  market  place",  he 
added  that  the  antithesis  was,  to  him,  false 
and  unnecessary.  He  felt  that  academics 
should  simultaneously  insist  on  the  trans- 
cendant  values  of  free  inquiry  and  free 
expression,  and  also  involve  themselves 
more  closely  with  the  community ;  an 
"immense"  challenge. 

Most  drug  abuse  starts 
in  the  home 

Over  70  per  cent  of  Irish  drug  abusers 
started  their  habits  in  the  home,  according 
to  Dr  Michael  Kelly,  medical  director, 
Drug  Advisory  and  Treatment  centre, 
Jervis  Street,  Dublin. 

Speaking  on  "Drug  Problems,"  Dr  Kelly 
said  a  survey  of  patients  at  his  clinic  re- 
vealed that,  in  over  70  per  cent  of  cases 
of  abuse,  the  abusess  had  started  in  the 
home,  and  one  or  both  of  their  parents 
were  on  drugs  because  they  were  physically 
and  psychiatrically  ill.  The  next  sources  of 
supply  of  drugs  were  break-ins  at  phar- 
macies, followed  by  forged  prescriptions — 
on  pre-stamped  or  proper  forms — and  then 
the  "black  market." 

As  for  the  drugs  themselves,  Dr.  Kelly 
felt  two — Diconal  and  Palfium — stood  out 
as  very  dangerous  indeed  and  yet  they 
did  not  appear  to  receive  the  surveillance 


A  review  of  established  drug  products  in 
the  Irish  market  is  to  be  undertaken  over 
an  eight-year  period,  according  to  the 
recently  published  annual  report  of  the 
National  Drugs  Advisory  Board  for  1974. 

The  report  explains  that  there  are  about 
12,000  products  for  human  use  either  on 
prescription  only  or  on  general  sale  cur- 
rently on  the  market  in  the  Republic.  That 
figure  includes  different  forms  under  a 
single  name,  so  there  are  about  4,000 
"parent"  products,  of  which  possibly  500 
have  already  been  the  subject  of  a  full 
assessment  since  the  Board  was  estab- 
lished. The  Board  proposes  to  undertake 
the  review  on  the  basis  of  a  broad  pharma- 
cological classification,  with  the  order 
depending  on  the  extent  of  use,  potency 
and  significance;  the  first  groups  to  be 
reviewed  will  be  anti-infectives,  tranquil- 
lisers, sedatives  and  hypnotics. 

The  Board  has  discussed  the  problem 
of  provision  of  professional  literature  on 
products  with  the  pharmaceutical  industry, 
members  of  which  were  keen  to  substitute 
a  data  sheet,  as  in  the  UK,  for  package 
inserts.  The  Board  felt  that  provided  cer- 
tain basic  information  was  communicated 
to  the  doctor  and  pharmacist,  the  method 
used  for  dissemination  was  a  matter  for 
the  industry,  but  it  felt  that,  until  such 
time  the  matter  was  resolved,  the  package 
insert  should  continue  to  be  issued  with 
medical  preparations. 

Recent  access  to  health  service  prescrip- 
tion records  revealed  the  pattern  of 
doctors'  prescribing.  In  outpatients  or 
general  practice  between   15  and  20  per 


The  only  lady  speaker  to  present  a 
paper  was  Mrs  Margurite  Toomey,  chief 
pharmacist,  Mercers  Hospital,  Dublin, 
who  spoke  on  "The  development  of 
hospital  pharmacy  in  Ireland" 


from  doctors,  or  sometimes  pharmacists, 
that  they  needed.  Ritalin  abuse  was  on  the 
increase,  but  the  main  problem  was 
currently  alcohol  taken  in  combination 
with  a  strong  hypnotic.  Legislation  had 
successfully  overcome  the  amphetamine 
problem. 

Dr  D.  Corrigan,  Department  of  Phar- 
macognosy. College  of  Pharmacy,  re- 
viewed the  type  of  samples  received  by 
his  department  and  analysed  for  the  Garda 
Drug  Squad.  The  trend  of  abuse  found  in 
samples  pointed  to  a  rapid  increase  in 
popularity  of  barbiturates  over  the  past 
three  years;  because  of  this,  it  had  to  be 
seriously  considered  whether  the  supply  of 
barbiturates  should  be  restricted  by  law 
as  had  been  done  for  amphetamines 


cent  of  prescriptions  were  for  anti-infec- 
tives, 8  per  cent  for  peripheral  analgesics 
including  aspirin  and  paracetamol,  7-8  per 
cent  for  tranquillisers  and  sedatives, 
while  diuretics,  antidepressants,  and  anti- 
hypertensives each  accounted  for  2-4  per 
cent.  In  hospital  practice,  the  proportion 
of  prescriptions  for  anti-infectives  was 
higher — 30  per  cent — as  they  were  for 
analgesics  and  diuretics. 
Other  points  include: 

□  Some  495  submissions  for  clinical  trial 
or  marketing  in  Ireland  were  examined 
and  assessed;  11  per  cent  related  to 
clinical  trial  use  and  45  per  cent  to 
reformulations.  The  Board  also  carried 
out  inspections  for  six  of  22  applications 
for  manufacturing  licences,  but  further 
inspections  were  required  in  two  of  the 
cases. 

□  A  total  of  646  side  effects  were 
reported,  an  increase  of  1 1  per  cent  over 
1973;  only  two  deaths  were  reported  in 
children  already  very  ill  from  their 
original  diseases. 

□  Meetings  have  been  held  with  the 
Pharmaceutical,  Chemical  and  Allied  In- 
dustries Association  and  the  Institute  of 
Advertising  Practitioners  in  Ireland  on  the 
Board's  concern  of  the  nature  of  media 
advertisements  for  medicines.  Further 
meeting  are  to  be  arranged. 

□  The  Board  has  urged  that  attention 
should  be  directed  urgently  to  the  whole 
matter  of  potential  toxicity  of  packaging. 

□  The  Board  intends  to  design  a  paedi- 
atric  dose  directory  when  sufficient  in- 
formation is  available. 


Irish  medicines  review  to  take  eight  years 
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Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  annual  meeting  

Trend  in  further  education 
demand  'will  pose  questions' 


The  trend  away  from  the  study  of  pure 
science  to  courses  leading  to  professional 
qualifications  will  pose  many  questions  for 
future  Councils,  according  to  Dr  W.  E. 
Boles,  president,  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Ireland. 

Speaking  at  the  Society's  annual  meet- 
ing, held  during  the  Centenary  Congress 
recently,  Dr  Boles  said  that  develop- 
ments in  secondary  education  over  the  last 
decade  had  resulted  in  ever  rising  stan- 
dards at  leaving  certificate  level  which  had 
had  also  intensified  competition  for  places 
in  institutions  of  third-level  education.  An 
obvious  consequence  had  been  the  increas- 
ing pressure  for  the  lixed  number  of  places 
available  in  the  College  of  Pharmacy.  The 
phenomenon  had  been  noted  in  other 
European  countries  and  the  trend  towards 
such  courses  posed  many  questions  for 
future  Councils. 

Accommodation  problems 

For  the  second  year  in  succession,  the 
maximum  number  of  fifty  places  in  the 
second  year  of  the  pharmacy  degree 
course  were  filled  by  candidates  who 
passed  the  first  year  examination.  The 
bigger  numbers  in  the  course  was  posing 
serious  problems  of  accommodation,  but 
the  way  now  appeared  clear  for  the  start 
of  work  on  the  new  laboratory  and 
ancillary  accommodation  at  the  College. 
The  new  four-year  course  was  hoped  to 
be  commenced  in  October  1976,  and  when 
it  expands,  it  will  be  essential  that  the 
extra  laboratory  will  be  operative. 

A  total  of  152  candidates  applied  for 
the  60  places  available  in  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Assistants'  Preliminary  Register. 
Some  51  students  attended  the  Assistants' 
course  and  38  candidates  passed  the 
Assistants'  examination. 

During  the  year,  every  hospital  and 
community  pharmacist  was  supplied  with 
a  copy  of  new  minimum  standards  which 
the  Council  expected  to  see  maintained  in 
premises  where  students  were  undergoing 
practical  training.  About  150  pharmacists 
had  replied  that  they  have  taken  the 
appropriate  steps  where  necessary  to  en- 
sure they  complied. 

On  the  work  of  the  Law  Committee,  Dr 
Boles  reported  that,  during  the  last  12 
months,  seven  pharmacies  had  closed  in 
the  Dublin  area,  compared  with  one  new 
opening.  In  the  rest  of  the  country  17 
pharmacies  closed  while  nine  new  ones 
opened,  representing  a  net  loss  of  14.  In  the 
period  1965-1975  the  number  of  pharma- 
cies had  been  reduced  by  150. 

The  present  situation  was  that  Dublin 
city  and  county  had  344  pharmacies  and 
no  druggist  shops,  while  the  rest  of 
country  had  809  pharmacies  (making  a 
total  of  1,153)  and  eight  druggist  shops. 
Some  175  pharmacies  are  owned  by  cor- 
porate bodies,   104  of  these  being  com- 


panies controlled  by  pharmacists,  while  71 
are  controlled  by  non-pharmacists.  Lady 
phamacists  own  208  private  pharmacies, 
while  26  private  pharmacies  are  owned  by 
representatives  of  deceased  pharmacists. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  on 
twelve  occasions  for  breaches  of  the 
Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Acts.  In  addition, 
health  boards  were  requested  on  two 
occasions  to  institute  proceedings  under 
the  Medical  Preparations  (Control  of  Sale) 
Regulations  1966. 

The  Poisons  Act  1961  (Paraquat)  Regu- 
lations 1975  came  into  force  on  July  2nd. 
Under  the  regulations  only  pharmaceutical 
chemists,  dispensing  chemists  and  druggists, 
registered  druggists  or  licensed  sellers  are 
entitled  to  sell  paraquat,  and  sales  have 
to  be  transacted  from  a  fixed  business 
premises  and  not  from  travelling  shops, 
vans,  etc.  Transactions  have  to  be  recorded 
and  a  record  of  each  sale  has  to  be  signed 
by  the  purchaser.  Dr  Boles  added  that  the 
new  regulations  went  some  way  towards 
the  Society's  recommendations  on  para- 
quat control.  He  hoped  the  Minister  would 
not  hesitate  to  bring  in  even  tighter  con- 
trols should  the  situation  demand  it. 

The  Misuse  of  Drugs  Bill  1974  came 
before  Deal  Eireann  during  the  year  and 
it  is  understood  the  Committee  stage  will 
be  taken  soon  after  the  DaU's  resump- 
tion. Representatives  of  the  Council  had 
discussions  with  Department  of  Health 
officers  on  the  new  measure  and  Dr  Boles 
expressed  appreciation  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  representations  were  received. 

During  the  year  the  deaths  of  22 
pharmaceutical  chemists,  four  pharma- 
ceutical Assistants  and  three  registered 
druggists  were  reported.  In  the  same 
period,  the  names  of  27  pharmacists  and 
38  Assistants  were  added  to  the  Registers. 
Some  43  candidates  passed  the  BSc(Pharm) 


Prosecutions 


TCP  sale  brings  £4  fine 

P.  A.  McArdle  Ltd,  Dundalk  Shopping 
Centre,  co  Louth,  were  summonsed  at 
Dundalk  District  Court  on  September  15 
for  an  offence  involving  the  sale  of  a 
poison.  The  case  arose  out  of  the  purchase 
last  February  of  a  bottle  of  TCP,  contain- 
ing phenol,  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
inspector,  Mr  P.  Cummins,  from  an  un- 
qualified counter  assistant.  The  summons 
was  in  respect  of:  keeping  open  shop  for 
the  sale  of  poisons  without  the  services  of 
a  qualified  person  ;  and  failing  to  label  the 
article  with  the  word  "poison"  or  the  name 
and  address  of  the  vendor. 

The  defendants'  solicitor,  admitting  the 
offences,  stated  that  a  pharmacist  had  been 
employed  since  that  time  and  an  assurance 
was  given  that  no  further  lapses  would 


degree  examination,  the  highest  number 
since  the  degree  course  was  introduced. 

The  Society  had  long  been  active  in  pro- 
moting the  concept  of  a  national  policy 
on  drug  and  health  education,  and  recently 
helped  in  the  compilation  of  an  agreed 
report  on  the  subject  which  was  submitted 
to  the  Department  of  Health.  The  agreed 
report  went  beyond  drug  education  alone 
and  recommended  a  wider  policy  touching 
on  every  aspect  of  health  education.  Dr 
Boles  continued:  "Nobody  should  have 
been  surprised,  therefore,  at  the  reaction 
generated  in  pharmaceutical  circles  by  the 
news  that  the  Minister  had  appointed  a 
Health  Education  Bureau  and  failed  to 
include  a  single  pharmacist  ...  1  think 
I  am  justified  in  commenting  that  while 
there  should  be  places  for  lay  people  with 
proven  records  of  public  service  on  boards 
of  this  kind,  membership  should  include 
stronger  representation  from  bodies  exper- 
ienced or  expert  in  the  work  concerned." 

The  next  stage  will  be  the  creation  of  an 
Advisory  Council  and  Dr  Boles  under- 
stood that  that  body  would  have  a 
pharmaceutical  representative. 

Reconciling  interests 

In  conclusion,  Dr  Boles  commented  on 
the  General  Medical  Services  dispute.  It 
had  brought  to  the  fore  a  difficult  problem 
for  a  statutory  body  such  as  the  Society: 
how  should  the  public  interest,  the  future 
well-being  of  pharmacy  as  a  profession, 
and  the  legitimate  interests  of  individual 
pharmacists  be  reconciled? 

Presenting  the  treasurer's  report,  Mr  P. 
M.  Browne  said  that  the  deficiency  for  the 
financial  year  1974-75  was  £74,884,  com- 
pared to  £65,813  in  the  previous  year.  The 
reason  for  the  increase  was  largely  two- 
fold: expenses,  salaries  and  wages  were 
up  £2,413  to  £16,435  and  the  pension  fund 
was  increased  from  £6,750  to  £13,209 
because  of  the  introduction  of  a  new 
scheme.  The  deficiency  of  the  College 
account  was  £52,940,  but  the  Higher  Edu- 
cation Authority's  grants  of  £103,800 
exceeded  expenditure  by  a  substantial 
amount  for  the  first  time.  He  was 
heartened  that  the  Authority  had  respon- 
ded to  the  Society's  representations  and 
paid  £40,000  to  finance  the  course  from 
July  to  January  at  the  end  of  June — 
thereby  saving  the  Society  from  having 
to  secure  a  bank  loan  to  cover  the  period. 


occur  in  future.  The  Justice  convicted  on 
both  summonses  but,  having  regard  to  the 
assurances  of  the  defendants,  imposed  a 
penalty  of  £4  and  ordered  the  payment 
of  expenses  of  £13  and  legal  costs  amount- 
ing to  £21. 

£1  fine  for  poison  sale 

Mrs  Anne  Mannion,  Medicare,  Main 
Street,  Balla,  co  Mayo,  was  summonsed  at 
Balla  District  Court  on  October  24  for 
offences  involving  the  sale  of  a  poison  last 
June.  Defending  solicitors  admitted  that 
Mrs  Mannion  who  was  not  qualified  to 
do  so  had  sold  a  scheduled  poison  to  an 
inspector  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
and  also  admitted  that  the  product  did  not 
bear  her  name  and  address  and  that  she 
had  not  asked  the  inspector  to  sign  a 
poisons  register.  The  Justice  imposed  a  fine 
of  £1  and  allowed  £1315  expenses  and 
£10  50  costs— a  total  of  £24  65. 
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Professional 

H  WlJ    Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland 

President,  vice-president 
and  treasurer  re-elected 


The  three  outgoing  officers  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland — Dr  W. 
E.  Boles,  president.  Mr  M.  F.  Walsh,  vice- 
president,  and  Mr  P.  Browne,  treasurer — 
were  re-elected  to  the  same  positions  at 
the  Society's  October  Council  meeting. 

Proposing  Dr  Boles  for  the  presidency 
for  a  further  year,  Mr  R.  J.  Semple  said 
he  had  made  a  splendid  president  and  had 
set  a  high  standard  for  future  incumbents. 
Seconding,  Mr  M.  L.  Cashman  said  the 
results  of  Dr  Biles'  work  spoke  for  them- 
selves in  the  areas  of  educational  and 
legal  matters  and  in  negotiations  with  the 
Departments  of  Health  and  Education.  Dr 
Boles  thanked  the  members  for  electing 
him  once  again,  which  he  saw  as  a  vote 
of  confidence. 

Professor  R.  F.  Timoney,  proposing  re- 
election of  Mr  Walsh,  acknowledged  his 
contribution  in  the  past  year.  Seconding, 
Mr  M.  Shannon  said  Mr  Walsh  sought  to 
bring  pharmacy  to  the  highest  level.  Mr 
T.  McGuinn  proposed,  and  Mr  A.  Quirke 
seconded,  Mr  Browne's  re-election.  J.  J. 
Griffin  &  Co  were  re-elected  as  the 
Society's  auditors. 

Mr  Coleman's  retirement 

As  the  Council  meeting  was  the  last  that 
Mr  J.  G.  Coleman,  the  registrar,  was 
attending  in  his  official  capacity,  Dr  Boles 
took  the  opportunity  of  paying  tribute  to 
the  great  service  he  had  given  over  the 
years.  He  had  helped  to  carry  the  burden 
for  every  president  and  done  everything 
in  his  power  to  further  the  interests  of 
pharmacy.  Not  only  was  Mr  Coleman  the 
best  known  pharmacist  in  Ireland,  but  he 
was  equally  well-known  and  respected  in 
the  international  pharmacy  scene. 

Dr  Boles  proferred  his  good  wishes  for 
Mr  Coleman's  continued  good  health  and 
wished  him  and  his  wife  a  happy  retire- 
ment. The  other  members  of  the  Council 
joined  in  the  thanks  and  good  wishes.  Mr 
Coleman  replied  that  he  was  moved  by 
all  the  kind  words. 

A  report  of  a  meeting  with  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Department  of  Health  on 
October  I  was  submitted.  The  Council 
was  concerned  about  certain  aspects  of 
the  proposed  amendments  to  the  1966 
Control  of  Sale  Regulations.  The  Society 
had  recommended  control  over  a  variety 
of  substances  in  the  past  when  it  was 
considered  desirable  in  the  public  interest 
to  do  so.  Some  of  the  controls  now  pro- 
posed were  in  the  Council's  view  not 
essent'al,  and  the  Society  had  asked  for 
evidence  of  abuse  arising  from  the  use  of 
corticosteroid  creams.  The  Department's 
officials  said  they  would  have  further 
discussions  with  the  National  Drugs 
Advisory  Board. 

Mr  D.  W.  P.  Boyd,  director,  Post- 
graduate Education  Committee,  wrote  on 
the  progress  towards  establishing  the  drug 


information  service.  He  informed  Council 
that  investigations  had  been  completed  to 
determine  the  necessary  alterations  to  the 
existing  College  library  to  make  it  suitable 
for  use  for  the  service.  Estimates  had  been 
received  for  bookshelves,  desk,  seating, 
etc,  and  these  had  been  discussed  with 
the  sponsors.  Wellcome  Ireland  Ltd,  who 
had  agreed  to  bear  the  full  cost  of  the 
expenditure  involved. 

Concluding  Mr  Boyd  stated  it  was  felt 
that  the  service  should  be  geared  primarily 
to  meet  the  needs  of  pharmacists  and  also 
be  made  available  to  members  of  other 
professions  on  terms  to  be  agreed.  A 
further  opportunity  to  discuss  the  project 
with  the  Council  would  be  welcomed  by 
his  Committee.  Mr  Shannon,  who  is  the 
Committee's  chairman,  elaborated  on  the 
letter.  The  Council  expressed  their 
appreciation  to  the  Committee  and  Well- 
come Ireland  Ltd. 

The  Council  was  informed  that  the  only 
independent  quality  control  laboratory  in 
the  State  was  in  danger  of  closing  down. 
Dr  Boles  said  he  felt  that  it  would  be  a 
matter  for  regret  if  some  of  the  country's 
manufacturing  companies,  who  had  not  yet 
grown  enough  to  have  adequate  facilities 
of  their  own,  would  be  deprived  of  the 
services  of  an  independent  laboratory ;  he 
felt  sure  that  every  effort  would  be  made 
to  keep  the  particular  concern  in  operation. 

Mr  Semple  wondered  if  the  Society 
should  approach  the  companies  concerned 
and  set  up  a  service  in  the  Society's 
premises.  It  would  be  a  big  operation  but 
he  felt  it  should  be  given  some  thought. 
Dr  Boles  hoped  that  something  would 
arise  whereby  the  closure  of  the  existing 
service  could  be  avoided,  but  in  the  event 
of  the  worst  happening,  the  Society  would 
try  to  ensure  that  an  alternative  could  be 
provided. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Mr  E.  J. 
Pilcher,     managing     director,  Clonmel 


Chemicals  Co  Ltd,  advising  the  Council 
that  the  Clondigox  brand  of  dixogin 
tablets  manufactured  by  his  company 
complied  with  the  new  dissolution  require- 
ments of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  The 
manufacturing  process  used  by  the  com- 
pany has  not  required  modification  to 
ensure  compliance. 

The  Council  was  told  that  a  letter  had 
been  received  from  the  Pharmaceutical 
Assistants'  Association  requesting  a  meet- 
ing to  discuss  points  raised  at  their  recent 
annual  meeting.  It  was  agreed  in  principle 
that  such  a  meeting  would  be  arranged. 
It  was  decided  that  Mr  R.  J.  Power,  a 
Council  member,  would  represent  Ireland 
at  the  forthcoming  general  assembly  of 
European  pharmacists  in  Paris. 

Thanks  for  gifts 

Council  expressed  its  thanks  for  cen- 
tenary gifts  from  the  Pharmaceutical 
Societies  of  Northern  Ireland,  Great 
Britain,  and  Norway.  Mr  Walsh  proposed 
that  a  small  record  of  the  Centenary  Year 
be  kept  by  the  Society  and  this  was 
agreed.  Professor  Timoney  took  the 
opportunity  to  say  that  the  Centenary 
Committee  did  a  great  job  on  the  organis- 
ing of  the  Congress  as  did  the  Ladies 
Committee  and  he  proposed  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  those  concerned.  Dr  Boles  paid 
special  tribute  to  Mr  Browne  (chairman), 
Mr  McGuinn  (treasurer),  Mr  Murray,  Mr 
Martin  and  the  Ladies  Committee. 

Votes  of  sympathy  were  passed  on  the 
deaths  of  William  J.  Gardner,  MPSI, 
George  F.  Hinchy,  MPSI,  and  Mary  A. 
McGill,  MPSI. 

Mrs  Veronica  A.  Roche  was  elected  a 
Member  of  the  Society.  The  Licence 
Certificates  of  Mrs  Bridget  Gray  and 
Messrs  Thomas  A.  Gray  and  John  Mc- 
Elroy  were  signed  and  sealed.  The 
following  were  restored  to  the  Register: 
Mrs  Philomena  J.  Carrick,  LPSI,  Mrs 
Catherine  McCarthy,  LPSI,  and  Mrs  Mary 
A.  Moran,  LPSI. 

The  following  changes  of  address  were 
noted :  Miss  Ann  S.  McCarthy,  MPSI,  to 
134  Upper  Drumcondra  Road,  Dublin  9; 
Mr  D.  J.  B.  Brady,  MPSI,  to  32  Fortfield 
Drive,  Terenure,  Dublin  6;  Mr  J.  F.  Fitz- 
patrick,  LPSI,  to  Malcolm  Watson 
Hospital,  PO  Box  62,  Mufulira,  Zambia; 
Mr  Francis  McMahon,  MPSI,  to  Scalp- 
wood  Farm,  Kilernan,  co  Dublin;  and  Mr 
P.  M.  Quinn,  MPSI,  to  1A  Church  Road, 
Malahide.  co  Dublin. 


The  gifts  received  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  on  the  occassion  of  its 
centenary:  a  model  Viking  ship  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Norway; 
two  17th  century  prints  of  Dublin  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain; 
a  set  of  Tyrone  crystal  glasses,  decanter  and  silver  tray  from  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Northern  Ireland;  and  an  inscribed  crystal  goblet  from  Mr  J.  P.  Bloomfield, 
Portsmouth,  England 
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Stock  the  quick  one. 
Philips  Ladyshave. 


Take  a  race  around  your  body. 


Off.  And  into  the  first  curve. 


Up  the  straight. 


Around  the  final  bend. 


Home  and  dry. 


Nothing  shaves  you  faster  than  the  Philips 
Ladyshave. 

For  a  start,  there's  no  bother  with  messy  lather. 
And  no  matter  how  fast  you  go,  there's  no 
danger  of  nicks  or  cuts. 

That's  because  it  has  a  unique  foil  head. 


It's  ultra  thin  to  shave  you  ultra  smooth. 
So  you  simply  get  a  very  close,  very  comfortable 
shave  that  knocks  minutes  off  your  old  time. 

m  PHILIPS 

Simply  years  ahead 


Philips  Ladyshave. 
It  shaves  fast,  and  it  sells 
fast.  As  you  would  expect 
from  the  brand  leader  in 
women's  shavers. 

This  Autumn  we  are 
going  to  accelerate  these 
sales  by  advertising  the 
message  of  speed  and 
convenience  in  women's 
magazines  in  the  all 
important  pre-Christmas 
period.  Magazines  like 
Woman,  Woman's  Own, 
Woman's  Realm,  Woman's 
Weekly,  She,  Vogue, 
Woman  and  Home,  and 
Cosmopolitan.  So  if  you 
want  to  win  the  sales  race 
stock  up  with  the  quick 
one,  Philips  Ladyshave. 


PHILIPS 


Simply  years  ahead. 
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Lincolnshire  Area  Chemist  Contractors  Committee  conference 


The  public  interest  demands 
a  new  NHS  contract' 


Pharmacy  needs  a  new  NHS  contract,  not 
because  of  pharmacists'  business  or  pro- 
fessional interests,  but  in  order  to  ensure 
that  the  public  does  not  lose  its  pharma- 
ceutical service.  Stating  that  at  the  second 
annual  conference  of  Lincolnshire  Area 
Chemist  Contractors  Committee  on  Sun- 
day, Mr  R.  G.  Worby,  a  member  of  the 
Central  Contractors  Committee,  argued 
that  it  did  not  matter  if  pharmacists  lost 
their  livelihood — that  was  of  no  more  con- 
cern to  the  nation  than  the  demise  of  the 
ocean  liner,  and  the  redundant  pharmacist 
could  turn  his  hand  to  alternative  callings. 

But  it  was  not  beyond  the  comprehen- 
sion of  at  least  90  per  cent  of  the  popu- 
lation that  the  community  pharmacy  was 
essential.  Mr  Worby  suggested  an  adver- 
tisement with  the  headline  "Who  needs  a 
local  pharmacy  anyway'?",  above  pictures 
of  an  elderly  couple  half  crippled  with 
arthritis,  and  a  young  mother  with  a  baby 
in  a  pram  and  toddlers.  "These  are  the 
people  to  whom  the  community  pharmacy 
is  essential.  Their  health,  welfare  and 
sometimes  their  very  lives  depend  upon 
it."  Mr  Worby  added  to  the  list  the  middle- 
aged  executive  asking  for  an  indigestion 
remedy  with  a  pain  across  the  chest  and 
going  down  the  arm — "Can  you  imagine 
the  checkout  girl  at  the  local  supermarket 
sensing  danger?" 

Mr  Worby  recalled  his  own  involvement 
in  the  North-east  London  Pharmaceutical 
Committees'  proposals  for  a  new  contract 
{C&D,  January  10,  1970)  and  how  its  mem- 
bers had  been  described  as  "a  splinter 
group".  But  the  proposals  were  very  much 
a  marriage  of  the  principles  of  the  small 
pharmacies  scheme  and  the  new  contract 
currently  supported  by  the  Central  NHS 
Committee.  The  latest  contract  proposals 
had  had  something  of  a  setback  at  the 
ACCC  conference,  but  was  not  on  the 
danger  list,  and  Mr  Worby  saw  his  task 
as  to  demonstrate  that  pharmacy,  and  the 
nation,  could  not  do  without  it. 

Small  pharmacies  losing  out 

Ten  years  ago  there  had  been  14,500 
pharmacies  under  contract;  now  there  were 
less  than  11,500  with  a  net  closure  of  244 
in  1974.  The  Central  Committee  consul- 
tant accountant  had  confirmed  that  smaller 
pharmacies — the  ones  being  lost — did  not 
recoup  their  costs  to  the  same  extent  as 
the  larger  pharmacies.  With  big  increases 
in  rates,  salaries,  and  other  costs,  Mr 
Worby  forecast  that  the  closure  rate  would 
increase  unless  something  were  done. 

The  cult  of  the  health  centre  had 
brought  the  leap-frogger  on  to  the  scene 
and  there  was  little  that  could  be  done 
about  him  in  practical  terms  except 
through  the  formation  of  consortia — which 
would,  more  often  than  not,  turn  "murder" 
into  "suicide"  because  of  additional 
premises,    stock    and    the  employment 


of  another  pharmacist.  Dr  David  Owen, 
Minister  for  Health,  was  still  insisting  that 
there  must  be  overall  planning  of  the 
distribution  of  pharmacies  or  nothing,  and 
he  would  not  implement  the  agreement 
on  pharmacies  within  quarter-mile  of 
health  centres.  Intra-professional  disagree- 
ments precluded  a  unified  approach  to 
planning  over  a  greater  distance,  and  Mr 
Worby  believed  that  only  by  continued 
pressure  on  the  Department  to  change  its 
mind  (such  as  that  from  a  recent  FPC 
conference  resolution)  would  anything  be 
achieved.  There  was  a  role  here  for  the 
Community  Health  Councils.  Mr  Worby 
added  that  only  the  current  financial  situa- 
tion was  holding  back  health  centre  pro- 
jects and,  but  for  that,  pharmacy's  situation 
might  well  be  beyond  salvation.  It  would 
not  be  long  before  the  alternative  of  sub- 
sidised group  medical  practice  produced 
the  same  result. 

Redistribution  by  incentive 

The  small  pharmacies  scheme,  Mr  Worby 
hoped,  would  provide  sufficient  incentive 
to  thin  out  over-pharmacied  localities  to 
which  businesses  were  clinging  which 
could  not  risk  a  move  in  the  scheme's 
absence.  However,  if  there  was  no  major 
change  in  the  system  of  remuneration, 
pharmacy  would  move  inexorably  towards 
a  situation  in  which  the  diminishing  num- 
ber of  pharmaceutical  outlets  approached 
equation  with  the  increasing  number  of 
health  centres  and  larger  group  practices. 

The  greater  proportion  of  the  surviving 
pharmacies  would  be  multiples  (already 
some  60  per  cent  of  the  total)  and  many 
would  be  cf  the  large  "emporium"  variety. 

At  that  point  it  would  be  easy  for  Mrs 
Castle  to  nationalise  the  pharmaceutical 
service — though  she  would  call  it  "rationali- 
sation". Mrs  Castle  would  say  that  since 
most  pharmacies  were  inside  the  health 
centre  (consortia)  or  just  outside  (probably 
a  leap-frogger)  the  one  inside  might  just 
as  well  be  AHA-run,  the  one  outside  might 
just  as  well  be  inside  to  save  the  patient  a 
second  call,  and  the  one  in  the  High  Street 
was  inconveniently  sited  and  should  be 
brought  into  line.  By  then  the  big  multiples 
would  be  pleased  to  lose  their  dispensaries 
since  it  could  not  lose  customers  because 
there  would  be  no  other  retail  pharma- 
cies for  them  to  go  to.  "What  is  pharmacy 
doing  about  this  death  dealing  fate?  Star- 
ing at  it  as  a  rabbit  stares  at  a  stoat — 
apparently  frozen  to  the  spot  and  con- 
ditioning itself  to  its  inevitable  fate." 

The  answer  was  to  bring  home  to  the 
public  before  it  was  too  late  that  the  com- 
munity pharmacy  was  more  necessary  now 
than  ever  before.  And  the  answer  was  not, 
as  suggested  in  Ireland  by  Mr  Howells 
(C&D,  October  25),  to  go  into  health 
centres.  As  doctors  moved  together,  so  the 
distance  to  be  travelled  by  the  patients 
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with  a  minor  anxiety  or  complaint  became 
greater.  Where  were  they  to  go,  if  they 
were  not  to  ignore  their  early  symptoms, 
except  to  the  community  pharmacy?  Mr 
Worby  said  that  for  these  reasons  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  larger  and  currently  more 
viable  contractor  to  endeavour  to  ensure 
survival  of  the  community  pharmaceutical 
service,  even  if  in  the  short  term,  it  cost 
him  a  little  of  his  disproportionate  share 
of  the  current  insufficient  global  sum. 

But  Mr  Worby  foresaw  some  opposition 
from  the  company  chemists.  Redistribution 
of  funds  through  the  small  pharmacies 
scheme  would  affect  all  non-eligible  con- 
tractors. The  larger  contractor  was  getting 
more  than  an  equitable  payment  for  his 
services  compared  with  smaller  colleagues 
and  the  long  overdue  change  in  reimburs- 
ing premises  costs  from  area  apportion- 
ment to  turnover  apportionment,  would, 
if  paid  on  an  individual  basis,  exaggerate 
that  imbalance.  Thus  the  company  chem- 
ists would  favour  this,  but  they  would  not 
support  the  new  contract  proposals  neces- 
sary to  redress  the  imbalance  and  restore 
the  viability  of  the  community  pharmacy. 
It  would  cost  them  money  in  the  short 
term,  said  Mr  Worby,  but  he  believed 
pharmacy  would  be  in  a  better  position  to 
secure  improved  remuneration  once  there 
was  a  new  contract. 

Other  effects  of  the  new  contract  were 
establishment  of  the  right  to  an  allow- 
ance recognising  the  pharmacist's  day-long 
availability  (and  Mr  Worby  hoped,  later, 
night-long  through  a  broadly  based  24 
hour  rota  stand-by).  It  also  offered  the 
facility  to  control  the  level  of  qualified 
staffing  and  to  create  a  contractual  struc- 
ture in  which  the  inevitable  swing  from 
commercial  to  professional  preponderance 
could  take  place  without  detriment  to 
viability. 

Scripts— or  advice 

Mr  N.  Baumber  suggested  there  should 
be  an  optimum  size  for  health  centres — 
five  or  six  doctors  perhaps — which  would 
limit  the  incentive  for  the  leapfrogger.  Mr 
Worby  agreed  that  many  doctors  disliked 
the  large  centre  atmosphere,  but  there  was 
a  new  breed  of  doctor  who  was  looking 
for  an  "institutionalised"  setting.  Mr  D. 
Ross  added  that  there  also  were  pharma- 
cists wanting  institutionalised  pharmacy 
who  would  be  "willing  to  stab  us  in  the 
back."  However,  Mr  Worby  claimed  that 
experience  showed  that  when  a  pharmacy 
was  prescription-only  or  in  a  health  centre, 
the  public  came  less  to  seek  advice. 

Mr  G.  C.  Callaghan,  secretary  of  the 
north  district  Community  Health  Council, 
said  he  was  heartened  by  the  emphasis  the 
conference  placed  on  a  balanced  service. 
The  CHC  would  join  in  helping  to  solve 
pharmacy's  problems  if  they  were  drawn 
to  its  attention — one  CHC  secretary  could 
not  read  every  professional  paper!  Council- 
lor A.  A.  Goodson,  chairman  of  the  south 
district  CHC,  added  that  the  message  must 
be  put  across  to  the  public  that  "once  a 
pharmacy  is  gone,  it's  gone." 

Mr  D.  N.  Sharpe,  NPU  chairman,  said 
the  profession  was  believing  in  a  myth  it 
had  itself  created  that  too  many  pharma- 
cies were  closing  too  quickly.  Of  last  year's 
net  closures,  only  four  were  in  areas  de- 

Continued  on  page  646 
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Why  share  a  room  when  you  can 
have  your  own  suite? 

Your  very  own  exclusive  production  suite.  That's  date  machinery,  but  should  any  particular  process 

just  one  of  the  advantages  in  bringing  your  production       require  special  equipment,  that  too  could  be  made 
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|jj  Regent  Laboratories  Limited 

Ihl  Contract  manufacturing  done  the  way  you  want  it 
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prived  of  a  pharmaceutical  service  as  a 
result — and  two  new  areas  gained  a  ser- 
vice. With  planned  pharmacy  there  would 
be  longer  opening  hours  but  more  than 
one  pharmacist  per  pharmacy,  providing 
professional  contact.  While  not  wishing  to 
see  an  escalation  of  closures,  Mr  Sharpe 
argued  that  there  was  a  happy  compro- 
mise. Companies  such  as  Guinness  were  in 
pharmacy  for  investment  and  he  believed 
that  it  was  also  a  good  investment  for 
pharmacists.  "I  do  not  want  everyone  to 
go  away  from  this  meeting  thinking  that 
the  end  draweth  nigh!" 


Mr  Graham  Walker,  Lines  ACCC 
secretary,  claimed  a  victory  over  the 
rural  moratorium 


'Pressure  will  not  be  relaxed' 


Lincolnshire  Area  Chemist  Contractors 
Committee  has  no  intention  of  relaxing 
the  pressure  it  has  exerted  in  the  past 
year,  Mr  Bernard  Lewis,  chairman,  told 
the  conference.  But  he  also  told  members 
that  it  was  up  to  them  to  ensure  that 
general  practice  pharmacy  was  going  in 
the  direction  they  chose.  Some  ACCCs 
were  not  meeting  often  enough,  or  long 
enough,  to  discuss  the  future  of  phar- 
macy and  they  were  in  danger  of  being 
told  by  the  Department  of  Health  the  type 
of  pharmaceutical  service  the  country  re- 
quired. Yet  it  was  general  practice  pharma- 
cists who  should  be  putting  forward  the 
plan  of  how  best  they  could  serve  the 
community. 

APhO  involvement 

Mr  Lewis  had  praise  for  the  Lines 
area  pharmaceutical  officer  (Mr  R.  P. 
Cook,  chairman  of  the  conference)  who 
attended  everv  ACCC  meeting.  However, 
he  claimed  that  some  APhO's  who  did 
not  have  this  close  association  were 
"empire  building"  by  encouraging  pharma- 
cists into  health  centres.  Mr  Lewis  urged 
committees  not  in  contact  with  their 
APhO  to  "do  something  about  it"  before 
it  was  too  late.  He  also  called  for  better 
communication  from  the  Central  NHS 
Committee  through  the  pharmaceutical 
Press  to  give  the  opportunity  for  frank 
debate — and  he  told  the  committee  to 
speed  the  appointment  of  its  deputy  chief 
executive,  who  would  have  the  task  of 
improving  communications. 

Giving  support  to  a  voluntary,  rather 
than  contractual  24-hour  pharmaceutical 
service,  Mr  Lewis  said  the  ACCC  would 
be  seeking  information  on  present  arrange- 
ments to  see  how  they  could  be  improved. 
On  rural  dispensing,  he  argued  that 
pharmacists  had  nothing  to  lose  by  taking 
a  tough  line — they  could  not  do  fewer 
prescriptions,  only  more  if  successful.  The 
solution  was  financial — in  some  areas 
doctors  were  making  more  by  dispensing 
than  they  would  from  practice  in  a 
suburban  area — and  the  Department  would 


have  to  subsidise  rural  medical  practice, 
allowing  pharmacists  to  get  on  with  their 
job. 

Reviewing  the  past  year's  achievements, 
Mr  Graham  Walker,  secretary,  claimed  the 
ACCC  had  helped  change  the  course  of 
pharmaceutical  history  by  persuading  the 
Society's  Council  and  the  Central  Com- 
mittee that  the  rural  moratorium  was  not 
"unacceptable".  In  their  own  county  they 
had  prevented  an  Evesham-type  situation 
— though  Mr  Walker  declined  to  reveal 
the  "tactics".  They  had  protested  about 
the  omission  of  a  general  practice  pharma- 
cist from  the  AHA's  family  planning 
working  party  and  there  now  was  a  repre- 
sentative. That  might  not  seem  very 
significant,  but  the  Committee  was  pleased 
to  have  got  it  through  to  the  AHA  that 
the  pharmacist  did  more  than  sell  hair- 
spray  and  had  a  validity  in  the  total  health 
care  concept. 

In  Lincolnshire,  55  per  cent  of  doctors 
dispensed  (despite  there  being  a  large  city). 
An  examination  of  the  problems  had 
surprisingly  revealed  that  the  regulations 
are  on  the  side  of  pharmacists  and  that 
application  of  all  the  sanctions  legally 
available  would  have  a  severe  effect  on 
dispensing  doctors.  However,  Mr  Walker 
hoped  that  would  be  unnecessary  and  that 
the  forthcoming  national  negotiations 
would  be  the  beginning  of  a  move  towards 
a  final  solution. 

Co-operation 

Three  examples  of  co-operation  between 
the  "managed"  and  the  "contractual"  NHS 
pharmaceutical  services  were  given  to  the 
conference  by  the  APhO,  Mr  R.  Cook. 
The  Area  Pharmaceutical  Committee  had 
resolved  that  when  a  general  practice 
pharmacist  received  a  prescription  out  of 
normal  hours  which  he  was  unable  to  sup- 
ply, which  was  for  a  real  emergency  and 
which  the  prescriber  insisted  was  necessary 
as  prescribed,  the  hospital  pharmaceutical 
service  would  be  prepared  to  participate 
with  the  contractor  in  providing  the  drug, 
within   the  limitations  of  staffing  levels 


for  the  voluntary  on-call  service.  Con- 
versely, the  contractual  service,  together 
with  the  local  wholesaler,  was  prepared  to 
support  the  hospital  pharmaceutical  ser- 
vice in  terms  of  both  materials  and  staff. 
Mr  Cook  described  these  commitments  as 
an  "exceptional  step  forward",  but  they 
were  for  emergencies  and  must  not  be 
abused. 

He  also  referred  to  the  first  course, 
arranged  by  the  area's  two  district  pharma- 
ceutical officers,  for  staff  who  dispense 
under  supervision. 

Discussion  of  the  ACCC  reports  centred 
on  rural  dispensing.  The  question  of  who 
should  do  the  dispensing  for  a  patient 
10-20  miles  away  from  the  doctor  produced 
the  acceptance  that  there  were  some 
patients  for  whom  a  doctor  might  have  to 
dispense — but  with  the  corollary  that  doc- 
tors might  refuse  to  undertake  dispensing 
for  the  distant  patients  alone.  Mr  Lewis 
warned  rural  pharmacists  not  to  get  into  a 
situation  in  which  they  had  to  deliver 
to  everyone — most  people  could  collect 
their  medicines  as  they  did  their  shopping. 
When  some  speakers  argued  that  phar- 
macy must  undertake  the  complete  service, 
Mr  Cook  warned  that  the  changeover 
would  have  to  be  phased. 

Other  suggestions  included  mobile  phar- 
macies to  avoid  stock  duplication  and  de- 
livery of  medicines  by  the  Post  Office.  One 
speaker  sought  advice  on  the  legality  of 
collection  services — it  appeared  a  medicine 
could  be  left  at  the  local  Post  Office  but 
not  at  a  non-pharmacy  he  owned!  He 
pointed  out  that  the  patient  needed  assist- 
ance to  get  the  prescription  to  the  pharma- 
cist. One  final  proposal  was  that  in  addi- 
tion to  the  present  mile  limit,  the  distance 
between  the  surgery  and  the  pharmacy 
should  be  taken  into  account. 

Employee  representation 

Should  employees  have  a  voice  on  the 
Central  Contractors  Committee?  That  was 
one  of  the  suggestions  emerging  from  a 
panel-audience  discussion  which  formed 
the  final  conference  session.  The  panel 
comprised  Mr  N.  Baumber  (Lines  ACCC 
and  Society's  Council  member),  Mr  R. 
Blyth  (editor  of  the  Society's  journal),  Mr 
D.  Coleman  (Central  NHS  Committee 
member),  Mr  W.  H.  Howarth  (Notting- 
hamshire ACCC  member)  and  Mr  D.  N. 
Sharpe  (NPU  chairman). 

Mr  G.  Walker  questioned  whether  the 
Central  Committee's  independent  members 
should  not  all  be  elected,  but  Mr  Sharpe 
pointed  out  that  the  NPU-appointed  mem- 
bers were  working  proprietors — "I  don't 
think  you  would  end  up  with  any  more 
money  in  your  pockets,"  he  said.  Describ- 
ing that  reply  as  "rubbish",  Mr  Howarth 
said  things  had  changed  since  1948.  There 
were  now  6,000  employees  who  would  be 
involved  in  activities  such  as  a  24-hour 
service  and  who  dispensed  one-third  of 
NHS  prescriptions.  There  should  be  a 
drastic  change  in  structure  to  provide  rep- 
resentation of  the  Society,  the  NPU,  com- 
panies, the  Co-ops  and  the  employees.  The 
time  for  change  was  now  —  not  when 
things  went  wrong.  The  Committee  should 
be  broader,  with  perhaps  30  elected 
members. 

Mr  Coleman  disagreed,  suggesting  that 
members  could  take  "a  pretty  free  line" 
Concluded  on  p664 
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Dr  Owen  rejects  'hostility'  in 
Government  relationships 


"I  do  not  accept  that  the  Government's 
relationship  with  any  part  of  the  health 
care  industry  should  be  hostile,"  Dr  David 
Owen,  Minister  of  State  for  Health,  told 
the  Royal  Society  of  Health's  pharmaceu- 
tical group  last  week. 

The  dilemma  for  the  Department  was 
the  frequent  conflict  of  interests  between 
its  dual  roles  of  sponsoring  Ministry  for 
the  health  care  industries,  and  respon- 
sibility for  running  the  NHS.  Central 
government  had  the  objective  of  encour- 
aging exports,  but  exports  were  influenced 
by  pricing  policy,  safety  regulations,  etc, 
in  the  home  market  and  the  government 
had  to  achieve  a  sensible  balance.  As  an 
example,  Dr  Owen  cited  the  way  the 
Medicines  Commission  had  worked. 
Industry  had  feared  a  "bureaucratic 
sprawl",  but  major  United  Stafes  com- 
panies had  said  they  found  the  British 
system  less  bureaucratic,  quicker,  and 
easier  to  operate  than  their  own.  Britain 
had  also  shown  itself  to  be  an  attractive 
base  for  the  pharmaceutical  industry, 
something  Dr  Owen  wished  to  encourage, 
believing  there  was  a  substantial  role  for 
overseas  investment. 

Agreement  by  negotiation 

The  Minister  stressed  his  desire  that 
agreements  with  the  industry  should  come 
from  negotiations,  and  again  quoted  the 
Medicines  Act  as  showing  how  much 
could  be  done  voluntarily  within  a 
statutory  framework — though  he  did  not 
think  agreement  would  be  reached  so 
easily  without  that  framework.  Among  the 
areas  that  had  caused  concern  was  the 
wish  to  improve  the  objectivity  and  stan- 
dard of  advertising,  and  to  limit  the 
industry's  overall  promotional  budget. 

Describing  the  industry's  record  of 
exports  as  "formidable",  Dr  Owen  asked 
how  the  government  could  help,  drawing 
attention  to  his  own  overseas  trips  from 
which  he  concluded  that  Britain  had 
neglected  the  potential  of  selling  its  health 
care  in  foreign  markets,  perhaps  not  so 
much  in  pharmaceuticals  but  certainly  in 
medical  equipment.  The  importance  other 
countries  attached  to  British  expertise  had 
been  underemphasised,  he  felt. 

Another  area  in  which  the  Minister 
wished  to  see  voluntary  action  concerned 
better  prescribing  by  the  medical  profes- 
sion. He  was  encouraged  by  the  profes- 
sion's recent  awareness  that  it  could  make 
savings  and  recognition  that  clinical 
freedom  was  already  constrained  by  finan- 
cial restraints.  "It  is  a  circular  argument. 
If  they  can  see  an  expansion  of  clinical 
freedom  in  the  releasing  of  financial 
resources  then  they  have  an  incentive. 
People  must  be  given  an  incentive  to  save 
by  being  made  to  feel  that  some  of  the 
savings  can  be  retained  in  their  own 
environment."  Dr  Owen  accepted  that  that 


was  more  easily  demonstrated  in  hospitals 
than  in  general  practice.  But  it  would  not 
be  achieved  by  government  dictate,  rather 
through  doctors  influencing  other  doctors. 
He  believed  also  that  here  was  a  role  for 
the  pharmacist. 

How  could  doctors  prescribe  economic- 
ally without  damaging  the  pharmaceutical 
industry?  Dr  Owen  suggested  that  they 
should  not  move  from  a  well-tried  drug 
until  totally  convinced  that  a  new  one  was 
a  real  improvement.  The  industry  would 
argue  that  its  market  penetration  would 
thereby  be  reduced  in  the  early  years,  but 
the  government's  role  was  to  ensure  that 
the  way  a  drug  was  promoted  would 
ensure  the  doctor  made  his  judgment  on 
objective  evidence.  Some  people  believed 
the  way  forward  was  by  limiting  clinical 
freedom  through  lists  of  drugs,  but  the 
Minister  said  he  would  be  depressed  if  the 
government  were  to  be  driven  to  such 
interference  —  which  the  doctors  would 
resent  and  which  would  not  achieve  its 
objective.  He  was,  however,  interested  in 
schemes  such  as  those  in  hospitals  which 
placed  checks  on  the  prescribing  of  junior 
doctors. 

One  area  on  which  Dr  Owen  wished  the 
medical  profession  would  concentrate  was 
the  prescribing  of  psychotropic  drugs, 
many  of  which  were  given  for  minor 
anxiety  or  social  unease.  The  Government 
was  supporting  CURB's  efforts  on  barbi- 
turates because  they  represented  doctors' 
outward  sign  of  prescribing  responsibility. 
There  might  be  scope  for  developments 
of  that  type  in  prescribing  generally. 

'Self-regulation'  by  pharmacists 

The  Government  must  give  attention  to 
the  problems  of  the  pharmacist,  who  lay 
between  the  industry  and  the  medical  pro- 
fession, said  Dr  Owen.  As  an  example,  he 
said  that  at  one  time  it  had  looked  as 
though  the  problem  of  child  safety  would 
be  dealt  with  by  regulation,  following  the 
Medicines  Commission  report.  But  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  believed  it  could 
be  done  through  the  powers  of  a  self- 
regulatory  profession.  "I  was  convinced 
they  both  could  and  would  do  it  and 
agreed  ...  it  is  a  triumph  for  a  system  of 
voluntary  professionalism  which  does  not 
always  require  detailed  statutory  legisla- 
tion." Dr  Owen  said  he  was  aware  of  the 
vosts  to  the  industry,  to  pharmacists — 
and  to  the  container  industry  which 
required  to  be  given  a  time  scale  and  to 
be  assured  that  policies  would  not  be 
chopped  and  changed. 

But  in  discussions  with  industry  he  was 
optimistic  about  reaching  a  substantial 
measure  of  agreement,  and  the  more  it 
was  on  a  voluntary  basis,  the  better.  In 
the  "Socialist  debate",  Dr  Owen  said  he 
was  on  the  side  of  getting  away  without 
bureaucratic  structures  where  possible,  but 
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that  did  not  mean  there  was  not  a  central 
role  for  Government  in  safety  and 
regulation. 

During  question  time,  Dr  Owen  was 
asked  if  he  would  deny  NHS  patients  the 
benefits  of  "the  leapfrogging  minor 
advantages"  of  one  product  over  another. 
He  repued  that  the  decision  to  prescribe 
should  be  taken  in  the  light  of  all  the 
evidence — including  the  price. 

Mr  J.  D.  Spink,  Wellcome  Foundation, 
suggested  the  voluntary  price  regulation 
scheme  had  forced  UK  prices  down  to 
half  the  average  world  prices.  The  Minister 
agreed  that  the  scheme  had  achieved  its 
object  in  reducing  undue  profitability  in 
the  industry,  but  the  NHS  was  legitimately 
entitled  to  the  benefits  of  "bulk  purchase" 
as  in  normal  commercial  practice.  He 
would  defend  this  to  other  governments 
seeking  similar  rates  from  the  industry. 

Asked  about  the  pharmacist  as  the 
"responsible  person"  in  industry  undei 
EEC  rules,  Dr  Owen  said  the  Government 
had  supported  the  industry's  view  but  had 
had  to  "compromise  a  bit"  as  "in  any  EEC 
negotiations.  However,  Directives  were 
not  static  things  and  his  view  was  that 
there  could  always  be  several  "bites  at 
the  cherry"  provided  one's  principles  were 
retained. 

Medical  representatives' 
'key  future' 

The  importance  of  medical  representatives 
to  both  the  pharmaceutical  industry  and 
the  medical  profession  was  stressed  by 
ICI's  European  director  Dr  Alan  Hayes 
when  he  spoke  at  the  company's  UK 
Med  cal  Products  Conference  dinner  at 
Stockport  recently.  According  to  the 
pharmaceutical  division's  newspaper  he  told 
the  field  force:  "The  industry  in  general 
and  this  division  in  particular  have  no 
doubts  that  you  are  its  main  selling  stream. 
You  are  a  key  part  of  this  division's 
efforts  .  .  .  For  members  of  the  med  cal 
profession  you  are  the  link  they  have  with 
technical  developments  in  medicine." 

He  was  reassuring  representatives  about 
their  role  in  view  of  recent  moves  by  the 
Government  to  impose  restrictions  on  pro- 
motional expenditure. 

He  said  the  much-publicised  Government 
proposals  were  only  a  starting  point.  Many 
proposals  had  already  been  mod  fied  and 
the  Association  of  the  British  Phar- 
maceutical Industry  and  the  Government 
were  still  involved  in  discussions. 

New  locum  liability  policy 

A  new  locum  liability  insurance  policy 
has  been  introduced  by  the  Excess  Insur- 
ance Group,  Warren  Road,  Worthing, 
W.  Sussex.  The  purpose  of  the  policy  is  to 
enable  a  policyholder,  should  he  become 
disabled,  to  insure  the  financial  liability 
which  he  would  incur  in  retaining  the 
services  of  a  locum. 

Advice  on  forming  a 
business 

The  Department  of  Industry's  latest  free 
booklet,  by  the  Small  Firms  Information 
Service,  "Forming  a  New  Business" 
provides  guidance  for  the  setting  up  of 
small  businesses  and  signposts  different 
kinds  of  commercial  structure. 
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3  Braun  IV  campaign; 
to  empty  your  shelves 


Braun  Quick  Curl 
Steam  Styling  Wand 

Completely  new  and  the  only 
one  of  its  kind  with  a  big 
TV  campaign  this  Christmas. 


Braun  Synchron  Plus 

The  biggest  ever  Christmas  TV 
campaign  for  a  shaver  has  just 
begun. 


Braun  Hairstyling  Set  Plus  2 

More  than  double  the  TV 
advertising  that  sold  out  our 
Hairstyling  Set  last  Christmas. 


Don't  miss  out!  Order  your  supplies  throu 
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Salford,  J.Walton  (Electrical)  Ltd 
Sheffield,  Smith  &  Hill  (Chemists)  Ltd 
Shrewsbury,  Swift  Hardman  Ltd 
Southport,  I.T.T.  Distributors  Ltd 
South  port,  Melvin  Electric  Co.  Ltd 
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People 


Topical  reflections 

BY  XRAYSER 


Concern 

A  general  medical  practitioner,  Dr  W.  J.  Reilly,  has  written  to  the  British 
Medical  Journal  expressing  concern  over  the  number  of  road  accidents 
resulting  from  impaired  judgment  due  to  the  taking  of  drugs.  The  writer  was 
not  implying  that  the  drugs  were  procured  illicitly.  Your  report  (p604)  quotes 
Dr  Reiily's  reference  to  a  woman  who  drove  to  his  surgery  while  taking  a 
combination  of  five  psychotropic  drugs  daily  and  to  a  long  distance  lorry 
driver  who  "had  a  row  with  his  wife,  took  a  handful  of  her  Librium  capsules, 
then  drove  200  miles  like  a  maniac."  Another  driver  on  heavy  sedation  had 
been  stopped  twice  by  the  police  for  erratic  driving,  but  had  passed  the 
breathalyser  test. 

The  writer  said  the  problem  would  have  to  be  tackled  by  legislation 
sooner  or  later.  He  is  rightly  concerned  and  he  clearly  recognises  the  part 
played  by  his  profession  in  the  matter.  It  is  becoming  obvious  that  physicians 
in  general  are  aware  of  the  need  for  careful  control  of  such  prescribing. 

In  the  circumstances,  it  is  surprising  that  the  Office  of  Health  Economics — 
not  a  Government  department,  but  an  organisation  founded  by  the 
Association  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Industry — should  have  published 
a  report  entitled  "Medicines  which  affect  the  mind,"  in  which  it  suggests 
that  controls  on  "minor"  tranquillisers  should  be  relaxed,  although  that  is 
not  precisely  how  the  proposition  is  stated. 

It  says:  "Even  if  it  is  not  ultimately  felt  that  medicines  like  benzodiazepines 
should  be  put  on  free  sale,  it  may  be  that  professionals  or  paramedicals 
other  than  doctors,  such  as  health  visitors  or  social  workers,  should  be 
given  authority  to  prescribe  them  in  the  same  way  that  it  has  been 
suggested  that  appropriately  trained  nurses  and  health  visitors  should 
authorise  the  use  of  oral  contraceptives  (which  may  in  medical  terms  be 
more  hazardous  than  tranquillisers)".  The  suggestion  is  also  put  forward 
that  minor  tranquillisers  may  "in  the  final  analysis"  prove  to  be  significantly 
safer  and  less  addictive  than  the  social  drugs,  alcohol  and  tobacco. 

The  reasoning  is  thin  in  the  extreme,  but  we  reach  the  realms  of 
Gilbertian  argument  in  the  following:  "The  fact  that  they" — the  minor 
tranquillisers — "are  currently  available  only  on  prescription  represents  little 
genuine  barrier  to  their  access  for  would-be  consumers  and  may  actually 
stimulate  inappropriate  demand."  I  find  it  difficult  to  believe  that  a 
responsible  body  could  write  in  such  terms. 

Past  remedies 

I  found  much  of  interest  in  the  historical  article  of  Leslie  G.  Matthews  on 
coughs  and  colds.  The  illustrations  of  the  earthenware  inhalers,  the 
"improved"  and  the  double-valved,  recalled  earlier  days  when  every 
pharmacy  in  which  I  worked  had  something  of  the  kind  on  a  top-shelf,  but 
I  don't  think  I  ever  sold  one.  If  I  had,  I  feel  sure  I  should  never  have 
forgotten  the  ordeal  of  trying  to  wrap  it  up  under  the  supercilious  stare  of 
the  customer  herself. 

In  an  old  book  of  pharmaceutical  curios  dating  back  to  1833  I  found  a 
label  for  Lactucarium  lozenges,  which  were  recommended  in  "Recent 
nervous  or  chronic  cough,"  with  difficult  breathing  and  expectoration, 
selling  in  boxes  at  the  then  very  high  price  of  two  shillings  and  four  pence 
each.  There  were  also  pectoral  lozenges  from  balsam  of  tolu  and 
"Ipecacuanha  Lozenges  of  Superior  Quality".  Was  there  ever  a  vendor  who 
labelled  his  wares  "of  inferior  quality"? 

The  article  of  Mr  Matthews  suggests  that  with  all  the  attention  it  has 
received,  the  common  cold  should  no  longer  be  with  us. 


Mr  Donald  W.  Barker,  a  retired  pharma- 
cist of  Kelvedon,  Essex,  won  the  final  of 
the  Brain  of  Mensa  1975  competition  last 
week.  Mr  Barker,  a  member  of  the  British 
Mensa  for  the  past  two  years,  had  a  final 
score  of  99,  the  runner  up  getting  84 
marks.  The  competition  was  the  first  of  its 
kind  to  be  run  by  the  organisation,  and 
was  based  on  the  "Brain  of  Britain" 
radio  general  knowledge  contest  and  in- 
volved some  48  members  in  five  rounds. 
To  join  Mensa,  Mr  Barker  had  to  undergo 
a  supervised  IQ  test  and  get  a  score  of 
over  148. 

Mr  Ken  Lewis  MPS,  Boscombe,  Bourne- 
mouth, was  interviewed  on  the  radio  and 
television  last  week  concerning  a  planned 
18-day  trip  to  Bangkok  in  January  to 
recover  a  diary  he  kept  while  a  Japanese 
prisoner  of  war.  He  said  the  diary  had 
been  a  means  of  keeping  his  sanity  but  it 
was  an  offence  even  to  have  any  writing 
materials.  Mr  Lewis  had  hidden  a  fountain 
pen  in  a  hole  through  his  shoe  and  during 
the  many  searches  by  Japanese  secret 
police  hid  the  diary  in  the  roof  of  the  hut 
or  in  the  jungle  if  there  was  sufficient 
warning.  About  four  months  before  the 
Japanese  capitulation  his  camp  had  been 
moved  and,  not  daring  to  carry  the  diary 
with  him,  he  buried  it  under  the  earth 
floor  of  the  dispensary  in  which  he  worked. 
Mr  Lewis  said  the  diary  should  still  be 
there  if  he  could  locate  the  site  because 
it  was  contained  in  bamboo  sealed  at 
both  ends  with  kitchen  grease. 

News  in  brief 

□  The  Health  Education  Council  starts  a 
£100,000  campaign  on  Monday  to  en- 
courage people  to  make  use  of  free  family 
planning  facilities.  An  advertisement  will 
be  screened  in  1,400  cinemas. 

□  Schering  Chemicals  Ltd,  The  Brow, 
Burgess  Hill,  Sussex,  have  introduced  two 
tape/slide  programmes  for  free  loan  to 
those  professions  concerned  with  family 
planning  education.  They  are  "Birth  con- 
trol methods"  and  "Safety  and  oral 
contraception." 

□  Intershop  moves  to  the  National  Hall, 
Olympia,  London,  May  16-19,  1976,  where 
the  whole  exhibition  will  be  presented  on 
the  ground  floor.  Further  details  from 
Lawrence  Cutler,  director,  Shop  and  Dis- 
play Equipment  Association,  18  Croydon 
Road,  Caterham,  Surrey  CR3  6YR. 

□  Imperial  Chemical  Industries  Ltd  have 
developed  Estrumate,  a  prostaglandin  pre- 
paration, which  will  bring  on  heat  in 
groups  of  cattle  at  the  same,  predictable 
time.  Dairy  stock  can  thus  be  calved  at 
the  optimum  time  to  meet  milk  produc- 
tion requirements.  The  product  is  only 
available  through  the  veterinary  profession. 

□  Orange  RN  is  to  be  removed  from  the 
list  of  colouring  matters  permitted  in  or 
on  food,  by  the  Colouring  Matter  in 
Food  (Scotland)  Amendment  Regulations 


1975  (SI  1975  no  1595  (S229),  HM  Sta- 
tionery Office  £008)  which  come  into 
effect  January  1,  1976. 

□  European  health  food  manufacturers 
have  formed  the  first  European  Federation 
of  Health  Product  Manufacturers  to  put 


forward  views  on  food  and  medicines 
legislation  to  EEC  planners.  President  is 
Mr  Maurice  Hanssen,  president  of  the 
British  Health  Food  Manufacturers 
Association  and  export  director  of 
Associated  Health  Foods. 
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Vivonex  flavour  sachets 

Eaton  Laboratories  are  allowing  stocks  of 
preflavoured  Vivonex  and  Vivonex  HN  to 
run  down.  When  these  stocks  are 
exhausted  only  the  unfavoured  formula- 
tions will  be  available.  However,  Vivonex 
flavour  sachets  are  being  introduced  in 
orange,  strawberry,  grape  or  beef  broth 
flavours  (carton  of  60  sachets,  £168  trade). 
When  the  unflavoured  product  is  given 
orally,  a  flavour  sachet  or  a  proprietary 
flavour  should  be  added.  Stocks  are  avail- 
able from  wholesalers  who  supply 
hospitals  or  from  the  distributors  Smith 
Kline  &  French  Laboratories  Ltd,  Welwyn 
Garden  City,  Herts. 

□  Ea*on  Laboratories  have  moved  offices. 
Their  address  is  now  Regent  House,  The 
Broadway,  Woking,  Surrey  GU21  5AR 
(Woking  71671). 

Marketing  changes 

Gon  tablets,  previously  owned  by  W.  B. 
Pharmaceuticals,  are  now  being  marketed 
by  Medico-Biological  Laboratories  Ltd,  a 
subsidiary  of  Albion  Soap  Co  Ltd,  77 
Station  Road,  Hampton,  Middlesex.  Orders 
taken  before  November  30  will  be  eligible 
for  a  winter  bonus:  with  every  display 
outer  (I -dozer-  x  24's)  or  pack  of  6  x  50's, 
two  free  24s  plus  one  free  drum  of  50 
are  offered. 

Gon  chilblain  relief  tablets  will  be  sup- 
posed by  advertising  in  the  national  Press, 
with  emphasis  given  to  January  and 
February. 

□  Stuart  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Carr  House, 
Carrs  Road.  Cheadle,  Ches  SK8  2EG,  are 
now  marketing  Disadine  DP  (£153  trade), 
Sterba'h  (£2-35)  a"d  Dispray  1  (£0  59), 
2  (£0  53)  and  3  (£0  59)  (formerly  Hibispray). 

□  Schwarzkopf  Ltd,  Penn  Road,  Cali- 
fornian  Trading  Estate,  Aylesbury,  Bucks, 
have  acnuired  under  licence  as  from 
January  1,  1976,  two  products  from  CIBA- 
Geigy  (UK)  Ltd.  They  are  Aquasil  bath 
additives,  and  Binaca  breath  freshener. 

Autumn  boost  for  Fiesta 

Recently  a  television  advertising  campaign 
for  Fiesta  decorated  paper  towels  broke. 
The  campaign  consists  of  three  15-second 
commercials  which  will  be  screened  in  1 1 
ITV  regions  during  the  pre-Christmas 
period,  say  Bowater-Scott  Corporation  Ltd, 
68  Knightsbridge,  London  SW1  7LR. 

Tabac  Christmas  card 

An  attractive  gift  idea  from  Eylure  Ltd, 
Grange  Industrial  Estate,  Cwmbran, 
Gwent,  is  the  Tabac  Original  body  splash 
Christmas  card  (£0  99). 

Sa'es  success 

Following  a  successful  summer  campaign, 
Vaseline  Intensive  Care  lotion,  by  Chese- 
brough-Pond's  Ltd,  Victoria  Road,  London 


NW10  6NA,  is  now  brand  leader  in  the 
hand  cream  and  lotions  market,  say  the 
makers.  Figures  for  July  and  August  this 
year  show  the  brand  achieved  a  15|  per 
cent  market  share  through  chemists'  out- 
lets, with  consumer  sales  32  per  cent 
greater  than  its  nearest  competitor. 
Chesebrough-Pond's  plan  to  consolidate 
their  success  with  a  winter  television 
campaign,  featuring  a  new  30-second 
commercial. 

Johnson  products  afloat! 

Johnson  &  Johnson  Ltd,  Slough,  Bucks, 
have  presented  the  crew  of  British  Steel, 
Chay  Blyth's  yacht  that  is  competing  in 
the  Gauloises  Cup  race  to  Cape  Town, 
the  Cape-Rio  race,  and  the  Rio-Portsmouth 
"Mono  v  Mutihill"  race,  with  their  whole 
range  of  products.  The  trip  is  expected  to 
take  eight  months. 

Fennings  on  radio 

Fennings  Pharmaceuticals,  86  Hurst  Road, 
Horsham,  Sussex,  have  an  advertising 
campaign  this  month  for  their  children's 
cooling  tablets  on  Metropolitan  Broad- 
casting, the  commercial  radio  station  cover- 
ing the  Newcastle,  Gateshead,  South 
Shields  and  Sunderland  areas.  Over  100 
15-second  spots  have  been  booked  on  the 
station  featuring  the  theme  "teething  with- 
out tears." 

Relaunched  Harmony  range 

Elida  Gibbs  Ltd,  PO  box  1DY,  Portman 
Square,  London  W1A  1DY,  plan  to  spend 
£1,115,000  over  the  next  year  to  relaunch 
the  Harmony  range  of  hair  care  products. 
The  range  now  comprises  Harmony 
shampoo  in  four  variants:  Harmony  wash 
and  comb  for  normal  hair;  Harmony 
wash  and  care,  a  mild  shampoo ;  Harmony 
wash  and  smooth  for  dry  hair ;  Harmony 
wash  and  bounce  for  fine  hair.  The  new 
Harmony  shampoos  retail  at  6p  for  a 
sachet,  23p  for  the  70-cc  bottle  and  34p 
for  the  125-cc  bottle. 

Harmony  hairspray  has  been  relaunched 
with  increased  fills  to  give  "greater  value 
for  money",  better  perfumes  and  a  more 
modern  pack  design  in  line  with  the 
shampoo  range. 

Comb  offers  from  Jacquelle 

Jacquelle  sales  division  of  Jackel  &  Co 
Ltd,  Kitty  Brewster  Estate,  Blyth, 
Northumberland,  are  offering  two  "deals" 
of  shell  and  horn  finished  combs.  Pack 
"A"  consists  of  five  dozen  assorted  combs 
in  a  7in  pocket  comb  in  a  shell  finish 
(£029)  and  a  tail  comb  design  in  horn 
and  shell  (£0  29).  Pack  "B"  comprises  three 
dozen  assorted  tail  combs  in  shell  finish 
(£0  49).  Jacquelle  offer  a  free  comb  display 
unit  with  orders  of  either  deal. 

Giod  competition  response 

Over  2,500  entries  were  received  in  the 
Durex  lucky  Lola  retailer  competition, 
say  LR  Industries  Ltd,  North  Circular 
Road,  London  E4  80A.  The  competition 
which  tied  Durex  sponsorship  of  the  Lola 
Formula  5000  racing  car  with  the  launch 
of  new  Durex  Fiesta  was  aimed  at  pro- 
moting display  in  retail  outlets.  Stockists 
displaying  Fiesta  were  entitled  to  enter 
the  draw  which  carried  over  £1,000  worth 
of  car  accessory  kits  including  winter  car 
care  kits  and  tune-up  kits. 
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Sample  towel 

Over  two  million  samples  of  New  Libresse 
are  being  given  away  in-store  in  a  national 
promotion  by  Molnlycke  Ltd,  Sancella 
House,  Harpenden,  Herts.  Each  sample 
pack  contains  two  towels,  and  a  coupon 
offering  5p  off  next  purchase  of  any  pack 
of  Libresse. 

A  pre-merchandised  outer  which  con- 
verts to  an  eye  catching  display  has  been 
produced. 

Printer's  error 

The  four  products  in  the  emetic  range  of 
barbiturates — Amylomet,  Butomet,  Cyclo- 
met  and  Phenomet — are  available  from 
Larkhall  Laboratories,  225  Putney  Bridge 
Road,  London  SW15,  and  not  as  stated 
previously  (October  25,  p570). 

Unichem-Beecham  agreement 

Unichem  Ltd,  Crown  House,  Morden, 
Surrey,  have  made  an  agreement  with 
Beecham  Proprietaries  under  which  the 
Society  will  be  able  to  offer  chemists 
almost  the  entire  range  of  Beecham 
toiletries  at  reduced  prices.  The  deal, 
which  includes  such  top  selling  lines  as 
Macleans  toothpaste,  Brylcreem  and  Bris- 
tow's  hairspray,  means  that  special  reduc- 
tions on  the  products  are  being  offered  by 
Unichem  from  November  1. 

Sunglass  brochure 

The  1976  range  of  Solar  sunglasses  plus 
display  aids  are  presented  in  a  20-page, 
full-colour  brochure  from  Solar  of  France 
Ltd,  154  Queens  Road,  Buckhurst  Hill, 
Essex. 

Home  brews  market  up  20  per  cent 

The  market  for  home  brew  beer  kits  and 
ingredients  is  expected  to  grow  to  £5m  at 
rsp  by  the  end  of  the  year — a  20  per 
cent  growth  over  1974 — according  to  the 
latest  research  from  Reckitt  &  Colman 
food  division,  Carrow,  Norwich.  Mr  Rod 
Alexander,  Tom  Caxton  product  manager 
at  Reckitts,  comments  that  the  "dynamic 
growth"  this  year  has  been  brought  about 
by  two  factors:  the  sharp  rise  in  the  price 
of  commercial  beers,  and  changing  con- 
sumer attitudes  resulting  in  wider  aware- 
ness and  acceptability  of  home  brewing. 

Continued  on  p652 
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After  only  one  year  we're  No.2. 
How  long  before  we're  No.l? 


Polarised  Foster  Grants. 

We've  got  the  looks,  the  lens  and  the  sales. 
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Kodak's  Christmas  campaign 

"Give  a  Kodak  camera,  put  your  family 
in  the  picture"  is  the  selling  line  of  this 
year's  pre-Christmas  national  television 
advertising  by  Kodak  Ltd,  Kodak  House, 
Station  Road,  Hemel  Hempstead.  Herts. 
The  campaign,  which  is  scheduled  for  the 
period  November  10 — December  14, 
features  two  new  30-second  commercials, 
each  spelling  out  the  long-term  rewards  and 
satisfactions  of  giving  and  receiving  a 
Kodak  camera  gift. 

During  the  same  period,  national  daily 
Press  advertising — in  Daily  and  Sunday 
Express,  Daily  Mail  and  Daily  Telegraph 
— will  feature  five  different  selling  lines. 
Examples  of  the  selling  lines  are :  "The 
gift  that  never  forgets.  So  don't  forget  to 
give  it,"  and  "How  often  do  you  snap  at 
your  family,"  and  "Have  your  kids  got 
what  takes  it?"  All  with  illustrations  of 
Kodak  cameras. 

The  television  selling  line  is  also  carried 
over  to  the  point-of-sale  display  material, 
which  includes  unusual  shaped  display 
stands  in  yellow  and  red  to  take  Instamatic 
and  pocket  Instamatic  camera  outfits,  and 
colourful  window  bills.  Special  material 
has  also  been  produced  to  draw  attention 
to  the  new  Tele-Instamatic  cameras. 

Christmas  merchandisers 

Two  merchandisers  featuring  Christmas 
packs  of  4711  and  Tosca  perfume  have 
been  produced  by  Cologne  Perfumery  Ltd, 
Telford  Road,  Basingstoke,  Hants.  The 
4711  merchandiser  contains  12  Christmas 
packs  each  holding  the  Melanus  bottle  of 
4711  Original  eau  de  Cologne  and  cream 
soap  tablet,  and  featuring  a  freize  of 
Father  Christmas  on  a  red  background. 
The  Tosca  packs  are  blue,  gold  and 
aquamarine  cartons. 


Merchandiser  (£10)  holding  12 
Christmas  gift  packs  of  4711  Tosca 
perfume  (£1-35). 


Dynamo  competition 

Offering  £1,000  in  prize  value,  Beecham 
Foods,  Great  West  Road,  Brentford, 
Middlesex,  teamed  up  with  the  Sun  in  a 
competition  to  find  the  "sportsbrain  of 
Britain,"  with  an  all-expenses  paid  holiday 
for  two  at  the  Winter  Olympics  in  Inns- 
bruck, Austria,  from  February  5-15,  1976, 
as  the  prize,  recently.  Linking  the 
competition  to  Dynamo  sports  drink,  the 
competition  featured  in  five  days  of  Sun 
sports  pages.  In  addition  to  the  first  prize, 
there  were  five  runner-up  prizes  of  sports 
equipment  of  the  winners  choice,  each 
worth  £50. 

Tommee  Tippee  offers 

For  a  limited  period  Jackel  &  Co  Ltd, 
Kitty  Brewster  Estate,  Blyth,  Northumber- 
land, are  featuring  two  "special  offer"  lines 
from  their  Tommee  Tippee  bathroom  aid 
range. 

The  first  is  the  trainer  pottie  which 
will  not  have  the  bear  transfer  during  the 
promotion.  It  will  retail  at  the  reduced 
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price  of  45p  and  be  available  in  packs  of 
12,  three  per  colour.  The  second  is  the 
saddle  pottie  which  will  retail  at  95p 
and  also  does  not  have  the  bear  transfer. 
Available  in  trade  packs  of  six,  in  four 
assorted  colours. 

Both  potties  come  in  yellow,  orange  and 
blue. 

January  offers  from  Arden 

Elizabeth  Arden  Ltd,  20  New  Bond  Street, 
London  W1A  2AE,  are  offering  three 
Blue  Grass  products  during  January  at 
prices  showing  savings  of  around  30  per 
cent.  They  are:  Blue  Grass  Flower  Mist 
(£1  50);  dusting  powder  (£0  65),  and  hand 
lotion  (£0-95). 

Also  in  January  for  a  limited  period, 
six  complementary  preparations  from  the 
Elizabeth  Arden  personal  skincare  system 
will  be  on  special  offer — double  the 
quantity  at  the  regular  price.  They  include: 
for  the  normal  to  dry  skin  there  is  gentle 
milky  cleanser — £L35  for  300cc;  non 
alcoholic    skin    tonic — £135    for  300cc; 
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Ultra  Rich  Velva  moisture  film — £1  50  for 
150cc;  and  for  normal  to  oily  skin  there 
is  deep  milky  cleanser — £135  for  300cc; 
skin  tonic— £1  35  for  300cc;  Ultra  Light 
Velva  moisture  film — £1  50  for  150cc. 

Olive  show  wider  range 

In  addition  to  their  range  of  sunglasses, 
hair  ornaments  and  grooming  aids,  Olive 
division  of  Royal  Sovereign  Group  Ltd. 
100  Drayton  Park,  London  N5  IN  A,  will 
be  showing  some  new  ranges  of  toiletry 
products  at  the  Mount  Royal  trade  show. 
These  will  include  toilet  and  cosmetic  bags, 
gift  sets,  shower  caps  and  rain  hoods. 

Advertising  clock 

Following  their  recent  appointment  as 
sole  UK.  agents  for  the  range  of  Cifra 
digital  clocks  from  Solari  of  Italy,  Blick 
National  Systems,  Techno  Trading  Estate, 
Swindon  SN2  6ER,  have  introduced  a 
publicity  clock.  The  clock,  the  Advertising 
Cifra  6,  is  said  to  have  been  successful  in 
Western  Europe  in  product  promotion  in- 


cluding pharmaceuticals.  It  displays  a 
point-of-sale  advertising  message  which 
can  be  in  any  number  of  colours  over  an 
area  measuring  188mm  x  235mm  above 
the  digital  clock  face.  The  display  can  be 
changed  so  that  a  number  of  products  may 
be  promoted.  The  sign  can  also  be 
illuminated  and  is  wall  mounted  or  free 
standing.  Prices  range  from  £45-£65. 

Foster  Grant  number  two 

Foster  Grant  sunglasses  achieved  number 
two  position  in  the  polarised  sector  of  the 
UK  sunglass  market  last  year,  say  Wilkin- 
son Sword  Ltd,  Sword  House,  Totteridge 
Road,  High  Wycombe,  Bucks  HP  13  6EJ. 

Their  success  is  attributed  to  the 
exceptionally  good  summer  and  their 
consumer  advertising  campaign,  they  say. 

New  pack 

Eucryl  division  of  Sanitas  Group  Sales 
Ltd,  Sanitas  House,  Stockwell  Green, 
London  SW9  9JJ,  have  changed  the 
packaging  of  smokers  denture  cleaner.  The 


ROM  TROPICAL  MIST, 
[RED  ORANGE  BLOSSOM. 

HMHHp  Vichy  skin  care  is  the  number  1  seller  in 

Europe. 

It  has  achieved  this  position  because  of  the 
serious  and  authoritative  stance  it  has  taken  in 
a  confused  and  advertising  orientated  market. 

Vichy  products  are  different  from  their 
competitors  in  many  ways: 

1.  Vichy  products  are  developed  by  derma- 
tologists who  use  pure,  safe,  effective  ingredients, 
not  fashionable  ones. 

2.  Vichy  specialise  in  skin  care.  They  are  not 
a  make-up  company  dabbling  in  skin  care. 

3.  Vichy  make  four  complete  ranges 
because  there  are  four  main  skin  types. 

4.  Vichy  products  are  manufactured  under 
strict  laboratory  conditions,  by  pharmacists. 

5.  Vichy  packaging  is  simple  and  functional. 
Vichy  are  concerned  with  what's  inside,  not 
what's  outside. 

6.  Vichy  print  an  ingredient  list  on  the  back 
of  every  pack.  They  have  nothing  to  hide. 

7.  Vichy  offers  value  for  money.  Proper 
skin  care  should  be  available  to  every  woman,  not 
just  a  privileged  few. 

8.  Vichy  is,  and  always  will  be,  sold  only  in 
pharmacies.  And  never  in  grocers  and  super- 
markets. Pharmacists  can  give  better  advice  about 
skin  care  than  grocers. 

Call  Alan  Rundle  on  01-492  0265  for  an  appoint- 
ment with  your  Vichy  representative. 

VICHY  SKIN  CARE 

dermopharmaceutical  preparations 
Made  by  pharmacists,  sold  only  in  pharmacies. 
Vichy  (UK)  Limited,  1-11  Hay  Hill,  London  W1X7LF. 
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traditional  tin  has  been  replaced  by  a  new 
plastic  bottle.  The  price  structure  remains 
unchanged. 

□  Mini-Sax  Sweeteners  are  being  re- 
launched in  a  plastic  tube  and  have  a  new 
400  size  (£0  26). 

Yardley  on  'Magpie' 

Power  boat  driver  Nick  Cripps  in  his 
Yardley  Black  Label  boat  was  featured 
in  a  film  being  shot  by  Thames  television 
for  rhe  children's  programme  "Magpie." 
The  film  is  expected  to  be  shown  in 
November. 

Bank  offers  insurance 

National  Westminster  Insurance  Services 
Ltd  are  now  offering  a  "Shop  protector" 
policy  for  all  retailers.  They  claim  that  at 
competitive  premium  rates,  the  policy  pro- 
vides a  wider  than  average  basic  cover 
and  a  number  of  optional  extensions.  A 
special  feature  is  that  if  any  of  the 
insured  perils  interrupts  business,  including 
prevention  of  access,  compensation  is  paid 
for  up  to  12  months,  cover  being  for  at 
least  £5,000.  Also,  cover  is  provided  for 
legal  liability  to  the  public  up  to  an 
indemnity  of  £250,000  (unlimited  for 
injuries  to  employees).  Proposal  forms  are 
available  at  full  NatWest  branches. 

Braun  sales  competition 

Braun  Electric  (UK)  Ltd,  Mill  Mead, 
Staines,  Middlesex,  are  holding  a  "mystery 
shopper"  competition  during  the  pre- 
Christmas  sales  period.  The  shoppers  will 
visit  Braun  stockists  throughout  the  UK 
and  ask  for  gift  suggestions  in  the  region 
of  £i0-£20.  If  a  Braun  product  is  recom- 
mended by  the  sales  staff,  a  gift  of  a 
digital  clock  worth  £2455  will  be  pre- 
sented to  the  salesman  concerned. 

Kleenex  television  coverage 

Beginning  this  month  is  a  new  television 
advertising  campaign  for  Kleenex  for 
Men  in  the  London,  South,  Anglia,  Mid- 
lands, Scottish  and  Grampian  areas  by 
Kimberly-Clark  Ltd,  Larkfield,  Maidstone, 
Kent.  It  features  two  15-second  colour 
commercials  running  alternately.  Both 
have  a  humorous  theme ;  one  features 
sobbing  women  in  a  cinema,  and  the  other 
a  brass  band  having  a  gigantic  "blow". 

Co-op  addition 

A  100-cc  tube  (£0.22)  of  toothpaste  has 
been  added  to  the  range  of  Co-op  toiletry 
products. 

Continued  on  p654 
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Continued  from  p652 
Mystery  shopper 

Beginning  November  10,  Richardson  Mer- 
rell  Ltd,  20  Queensmere,  Slough,  Bucks 
SL1  1LA,  are  running  a  "Delph  mystery 
shopper"  promotion  in  the  London  area. 
The  "shoppers"  will  be  checking  on-shelf 
displays  of  Delph  products.  Retailers 
showing  three  facings  on-shelf  will  receive 
one  each  of  Delph  cleansing  milk  and 
freshener ;  if  four  facings  are  on  display 
the  retailer  will  receive  one  of  each  of  the 
Garsalle  products — retail  value  £4-35. 

Fastidia  repackaged 

Lilia-White  (Sales)  Ltd,  Alum  Rock  Road, 
Birmingham  B8  3DZ,  have  repackaged 
Fastidia.  Lasting  until  December  31, 
orders  for  four-dozen  packs  will  receive 
a  bonus  of  one-dozen  packs  free. 

Dencien's  growth  continues 

The  recent  television  campaign  in  the 
north  of  England  for  Denclen  has,  accord- 
ing to  International  Laboratories  Ltd, 
Lincoln  Way,  Windmill  Road,  Sunbury- 
on-Thames,  Middlesex,  helped  to  increase 
sales  for  Denclen  by  60  per  cent.  Next 
year  International  Laboratories  intend  to 
broaden  Dencien's  television  coverage,  as 
well  as  maintaining  high-frequency  Press 
advertising. 

Increased  production 

To  keep  pace  with  demand,  production  of 
the  25  per  cent-extra  cans  of  Us  anti- 
perspirant  and  Us  dry  powder  antipers- 
pirant  has  been  increased  by  25  per  cent. 
Johnson  Wax  Ltd,  personal  care  division, 
Frimley  Green,  Camberley,  Surrey,  have 
extended  the  promotion  into  1976. 

Photo  album  from  Vestric 

Vestric  Ltd,  Chapel  Street,  Runcorn,  Ches, 
are  currently  offering  pharmacists  a  self- 
adhesive  photo  album  (£1  30  trade).  The 
photographs  are  placed  on  a  "sticky"  page 
and  covered  by  a  transparent  sheet  which 
holds  them  in  place.  The  spiral  bound 
album  includes  10  double-sided,  12  x  lOin 
pages  and  is  available  in  navy,  red  and 
green.  Spare  pages  are  also  available  in 
packets  of  three. 

Unichem  members  offers 

Exclusive  to  members  of  Unichem  Ltd, 
Crown  House,  Morden,  Surrey,  are  the 
following  discounts  from  November  5-22: 
SR  (22i  per  cent  discount);  Vosene 
shampoo  (20  per  cent);  Vaseline  petroleum 
jelly  (20  per  cent);  Elnett  hairspray  (15 
per  cent);  Brut  33  (15  per  cent);  Kemval 
nail  polish  remover  (15  per  cent).  A  5  per 
cent  discount  on  all  Kodak  items  is  also 
offered  and  there  is  a  members  lucky  draw 
for  two  prizes  of  two  bottles  of  Cham- 
pagne, a  decanter  and  18  Champagne 
glasses.  Orders  must  include  at  least 
two  Instamatic  camera  gift  outfits  and  one 
56-X  outfit 

Numark  November  promotions 

The  next  Numark  in-store  promotion  by 
Independent  Chemists  Marketing  Ltd, 
Mallinson  House,  321  Chase  Road,  South- 
gate,  London  N14  6JN,  will  run  from 
November  17-29  and  includes:  Liquid 
Radox  ;  Lucozade  :  Alberto  V05  shampoo  ; 
Brylcreem  ;  Brylcreem  Anti-Dandruff  ;  and 
Falcon  hairspray. 


New 


Photographic 

Pocket  camera  with  flash 

The  latest  110  camera  in  the  Sedic  range, 
model  22X,  comes  complete  with  a 
matching  electronic  flash  unit  which  clips 
on  the  end  of  the  camera  (£18). 

The  camera  has  a  26-5mm,  /8.  three 
element  optical  glass  lens  with  fixed  focus 
from  about  5ft  to  infinity.  The  optical 
glass  viewfinder  has  a  bright  frame  with 
close-up  guides  and  has  a  low-light  view- 
finder  signal.  Other  features  include  a 
"soft"  shutter  release,  thumb-action  film 
advance,  tripod  socket,  hinge  open  back 
with  safety  lock  and  wrist  strap. 

The  electronic  flash  unit  is  identically 
styled  to  the  camera  in  black  with  satin 
silver  trim.  It  incorporates  on /off  switch, 
neon  ready-to-fire  signal  and  a  test  button, 
and  is  powered  by  two  penlight  batteries 
(Mayfair  Photographic  Supplies  (London) 
Ltd,  Hempstalls  Lane,  Newcastle,  Staffs). 

Agfa's  top  110  camera 

Agfa-Gevaert  UK  Ltd  have  completed 
their  range  of  pocket  cameras  with  the 
introduction  of  the  Agia  Optima  6000. 

The  110  camera — dimensions  132  x  57  x 
27mm — features  a  four  element,  Color- 
Solinar  S,  f/2-7,  26mm  multi-coated  lens 
and  automatic  control  which  varies  shutter 
speeds  between  30  sec  and  1/ 1,000th  sec. 
Focussing  is  by  means  of  a  dial  on  the  top 
of  the  camera  with  symbols  for  portrait, 
middle  distance  and  long  shots  as  well  as 
a  feet /metre  scale,  and  the  symbols  are 
also  reflected  in  the  viewfinder  enabling 
the  photographer  to  focus  without  moving 
the  camera  from  his  eye.  Other  new 
features  include  a  built-in  delayed  action 
release  of  about  10  sees  and  cable  release 
socket.  The  camera  is  available  in  two 
outfits :  one  (£77)  includes  Agfacolor  CN 
110  film,  wrist-chain  and  Optima  Pocket 
Lux  electronic  flashgun ;  the  smaller  outfit 
(£65)  has  two  flashcubes  instead  of  the 
electronic  flashgun  (Agfa-Gevaert  Ltd, 
Great  West  Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex). 

Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Replica  talcum  range 

Replica  have  launched  a  range  of  talcum 
powders  to  complement  their  eau  de 
toilette  range.  The  talcum  will  be  available 
in  the  six  Replica  fragrances — Madame 
R,  No.  5,  Nina,  Miss  .  .  .,  Cabou,  and 
Dewth — and  is  available  in  a  lOOg  shaker 
pack  (£0-50)  (Replica,  90  Belsize  Lane, 
London  NW3). 

A  rose  fragrance 

A  Rose  is  a  Rose  is  the  latest  fragrance 
from  Alyssa  Ashley.  Described  as  a  subtle 
gentle  rose  fragrance,  there  are  three  pro- 
ducts  in    the   range.   They   are,   a  |-oz 


perfume  oil  (£L50);  28-g  spray  mist  (£125), 
and  2-oz  spray  mist  (£2  00).  There  is  a 
merchandiser  that  holds  the  complete 
range,  available  (Alyssa  Ashley  division, 
Houbigant  Ltd,  Salbrook  Road,  Salfords, 
Redhill,  Surrey). 

Latest  fragrance 

Bakir  is  the  latest  fragrance  from  Germaine 
Monteil.  The  range  comprises  a  7cc  per- 
fume (£7-95);  55cc  concentrate  (£595); 
65cc  (£6  50)  and  35cc  spray  concentrates 
(£4  25)  i  Germaine  Monteil,  17  Old  Bond 
Street,  London  W1X  4PH). 

Household 

Bathroom  scales 

Four  "luxury"  bathroom  scales  have  been 
added  to  the  Salter  housewares  range.  The 
range  includes:  the  Autolite  504  (£1199), 
that  has  a  digital  readout  which  is  illum- 
inated. The  light  is  powered  by  two 
batteries  housed  in  the  carrying  handle.  It 
also  has  a  magnifying  lens  fitted  over  the 
readout  panel,  and  is  in  raven  black  or 
new  Morocco  gold. 

The  Hilton  503  (£8-99)  has  a  coverall 
mat  in  padded  simulated  leather  in  either 
raven  black  or  damask  cream  with  chrome 
fittings.  The  Salter  Albany  502  (£7-99)  has 
a  white  base  with  chrome  trim  and  ribbed 
padded  foot  mats  in  either  bitter  choco- 
late or  black. 

Less  expensive  is  the  Salter  Europa  501 
(£6-99)  that  has  a  white  base  with  a  black 
trim  around  the  dial  and  the  zero-adjust 
knob.  The  foot  mats  are  in  hessian  grained 
pvc  in  either  cornflower  blue  or  black. 
The  scales  are  made  in  Western  Germany 
and  have  a  two-year  guarantee.  They  are 
packed  in  attractive  four-colour  presen- 
tation style  boxes  (Salter  Housewares 
Ltd,  Llanelli,  Carmarthenshire). 

on  TV 

next  week 

Ln — London;  M — Midlands:  Lc — Lancashire; 
Y— Yorkshire;  Sc— Scotland;  WW— Wales  and 
West;  So— South;  NE— North-east;  A— Anglia 
U— Ulster;  We— Westward;  B— Border; 
G — Grampian;  t — Eireann;  CI — Channel  Islands 

Askit:  Sc,  G 
Atrixo:  All  areas 

Braun  Quick  Curl  and  HLD50  hairstyling 

set:  All  areas 

Braun  Synchron  Plus  shaver:  All  areas 
Brobat  Bloo:  M,  Lc,  So 
Close-up:  All  except  Ln,  So 
Divi-Dent:  Ln 

Harmony  hairspray:  All  areas 

Harmony  shampoo:  All  areas 

Kodak  cameras:  All  areas 

Lady  Grecian  2000:  All  except  U,  E 

Maybelline  Ultra  Frost,  Ultra  Velvet:  All 

areas 

Odor-Eaters:   All   except   WW,    NE,  E 

Old  Spice:  All  areas 

Philishave:  All  except  E 

Philips  Home  Trim:  M,  Lc,  Y,  NE 

Radox  Showerfresh:  All  except  U,  E 

Remington  shavers:  All  areas 

Seven  Seas  range:  Lc,  Sc,  A 

Simple  soap:  So 

Sunsilk  setting  lotion:  All  areas 

Three  Wishes  soap:  All  areas 


Silvikrin 

fills  the 
gap! 


What  gap? 

The  substantial  gap  we  have  just  found 
in  hair-care  demand.  ( N  o-one  has  ever  looked 
after  women  with  problem  hair  which  is  on 
the  greasy  side.)  To  fill  it  —  Silvikrin  introduces 
New  Wheatgerm  Shampoo. 

This  single  new  variant  will  get  £100,000 
special  advertising  support  and  add  20%  to 
Silvikrin  sales. 

Yet  another  'natural'  from  Silvikrin! 


for  normal  hair 


for  dry  hair 


for  greasy  hair 


for  problem  hair 
normal-greasy 


for  problem  hair 
normal-dry 
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Four  good 
reasons  why  you 
should  dispense 
Brocades  Ampicillin 

vflmfipen 

Brocades  |     |  ampicillin 


V 


1 


Quality 


Amfipen  conforms  to  B.P.  and  B.P.C. 
specifications  and  the  highest  standards 
of  purity  are  guaranteed  by  our 
protein-free  method  of  manufacture. 
We  are  one  of  the  world's  largest 
antibiotic  manufacturers. 


> 


Bioavailability 


2 


Amfipen  has  proven  bio-equivalence  to  the 
currently  most  widely  prescribed  form  of 
ampicillin. 


3 


Packs 


Amfipen  is  available  in  the  most 
frequently  prescribed  forms: 
Amfipen  250  mg  and  500  mg 
bottles  of  250. 
Amfipen  Syrup  125  mg/5  ml 
bottles  of  1  00  ml. 
Amfipen  Syrup  Forte  250  mg/5  m! 

bottles  of  1  00  ml. 


< 


Economy 


4 


The  price  of  Amfipen  reflects  the  efficiency  of 
our  production  process.  Contact  your 
wholesaler  or  us  today. 


Amfipen 

Brocades  |     |  ampicillin 


backed  by  over  30  years' 
antibiotic  experience 

Data  sheet/Full  information  available  on  request. 

Brocades  I  Great  BritainlLtd 

West  Byfieet,  Surrey  KT1  4  6RA.  Byfleet  45536  £j  <fffl*> 


Pre-registration  year  should 
teach  communication 
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Conference  of  Scottish  pharmacists 


Pharmacy  has  suffered  too  long  from  un- 
happy pharmacists  who  isolated  themselves 
from  the  public  and  hid  in  their  dispen- 
saries. To  give  the  community  a  truly 
comprehensive  pharmaceutical  service,  the 
pharmacist  must  be  prepared  to  communi- 
cate— "and  that  attitude  must  start  in  the 
pre-registration  year"  said  the  president 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Mr  J.  P. 
Bannerman,  when  opening  the  Conference 
of  Scottish  Pharmacists,  Edinburgh,  on 
Sunday.  His  topic  was  "Pre-registration 
experience". 

He  began  by  reviewing  the  system  of 
registration  and  practical  professional 
training  and  later  turned  to  his  personal 
experience  in  general  practice  in  the 
current  situation. 

Three  areas 

Throughout  the  trainee's  year,  the 
knowledge  of  law  and  ethics  of  the  pro- 
fession must  be  extended,  but  for  the  rest, 
the  work  was  divided  roughly  into  three 
areas. 

The  first  area  was  that  of  management 
where  there  was  usually  total  ignorance. 
There  must  be  general  advice  on  the  run- 
ning of  the  business  of  pharmacy — buying, 
stock  control,  pricing  policy  and  account- 
ing. "This  will,  of  course  vary  from 
pharmacy  to  pharmacy,  but  there  is  an 
enormous  fund  of  information  available 
if  the  supervising  pharmacist  can  be  per- 
suaded to  share  his  hard-won  experience." 

The  second  area  concerned  the  dis- 
pensed medicine  where  the  trainee  was 
usually  expert  and  yet  there  were  one  or 
two  aspects  where  improvements  were 
possible.  "Every  graduate  who  has  done 
pre-registration  in  my  pharmacy  has  been 
appalled  at  the  thought  of  typing.  Yet 
within  three  months  they  were  able  to  type 
labels  quickly  and  accurately  and  legibly, 
and  within  twelve  months  they  were  un- 
able to  countenance  anything  else." 

Apprehension 

There  was  always  a  measure  of  appre- 
hension when  the  trainee  realised  that  the 
dispensed  medicines  were  to  be  swallowed 
by  patients,  and  there  was  a  need  to  have 
a  checking  system  which  conferred  the 
maximum  confidence  to  the  trainee  and  the 
maximum  safe-guards  to  the  supervisor. 

"One  of  the  most  important  aspects  of 
dispensing  is  to  ensure  that  the  pharma- 
cist hands  over  the  medicine,  and  therefore 
any  query  of  the  patient  can  be  fully 
answered,  and  any  additional  instructions 
can  be  given  verbally.  Although  one  tries 
to  involve  the  trainee  in  this  work  as  early 
as  possible,  there  is  a  marked  reluctance  to 
talk  to  the  patient  about  side-effects,  to 
explain  the  mode  of  action,"  Mr  Banner- 
man  continued. 

The  final  area  was  that  of  dealing  with 
counter-prescribing  and  advice  concerning 


over-the-counter  medicines.  "This  I  find 
curious  because,  although  the  knowledge 
has  been  given  to  the  graduate,  there 
appears  to  be  difficulty  in  applying  this  to 
the  practical  situation.  I  do  think  that  this 
is  possibly  the  most  important  aspect  of 
the  training  given  by  the  general  practice 
supervisor.  As  with  prescribing,  counter- 
prescribing  is,  on  occasions,  idiosyncratic.  It 
is  therefore  important  to  explain  every- 
thing to  the  trainee.  It  is  also  important  to 
stop  the  trainee  reaching  for  a  proprietary 
preparation  from  the  shelf  ...  it  is  essen- 
tial that  the  graduate  must  be  en- 
couraged to  talk  to  the  customer 
about  the  symptoms,  and  then  about 
the  action  of  the  medicine  supplied. 
I  accept  that  this  is  not  an  easy 
habit  to  develop,  but  then  general  prac- 
tice pharmacy  is  not  an  easy  way  to 
practise  pharmacy.  I  would  go  as  far  as 
to  suggest  that  the  ability  to  communicate 
and  to  enjoy  communicating  is  so  impor- 
tant in  general  practice,  that  if,  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  the  trainee  feels  unable  to 
accept  this,  then  he  should  get  out  of 
general  practice." 

Hospital  viewpoint 

Tracing  the  history  of  training  of  pharma- 
cists in  hospitals,  Mr  J.  Myers,  member  of 
Council  and  Chief  Administrative  Pharma- 
ceutical Officer,  Lothian  Health  Board, 
emphasised  that  the  low  salaries  paid  by 
the  Treasury  to  hospital  pharmacists  from 
1950  to  1970  did  a  great  deal  of  damage 
to  hospital  pharmacy.  Staff  was  only 
sufficient  to  keep  a  token  service  going. 
Research  and  development  was  held  up. 

Pharmacists  should  have  been  develop- 
ing the  science  of  packaging  and  sterilising 
surgical  dressings,  surgical  instruments, 
sterile  topical  and  intravenous  solutions, 
etc.  This  important  area  of  work  had  gone 
elsewhere  but  there  might  still  be  a  return 
to  sanity  if  the  hospital  pharmacist  was 
officially  made  responsible  for  the  pack- 
aging, sterilising  and  quality  control  of 
sterile  materials  prepared  in  hospitals. 

"We  are  now  starting  with  new  salary 
scales,  new  staffs  and  young  pharmacists. 
Most  have  little  or  no  practical  expertise 
apart  from  their  BSc  degree  which  gives 
them  a  good  basic  theoretical  background 
on  which  to  build.  We  must  now  train  a 
new  type  of  pharmacist  and  also  build 
new  pharmaceutical  departments  to  meet 
the  ever  increasing  demands  made  for 
pharmaceutical  services."  A  pharmacy 
department  and  its  equipment  becomes 
obsolete  every  10  or  15  years  so  young 
pre-registration  students  should  be  taught 
how  to  innovate  and  keep  up-to-date. 

"We  shall  see  Ihe  opening  of  bulk  central 
pharmacies,  local  hospital  pharmacies  and 
ward  pharmacies"  within  the  next  10  or 
12  years. 

"I  consider  that  the  graduate  in  phar- 
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macy  should  be  taught  the  practice  of 
pharmacy  and  given  the  opportunity  to 
practise  once  he  has  grasped  what  he  has 
been  taught.  I  am  against  six  months 
experience  in  retail  and  six  months  in 
hospital  or  in  industry.  This  simply  delays 
and  breaks  up  his  hospital  training  at  a 
very  vital  time  in  his  life." 

"There  is  very  little  formal  university 
degree  (raining  in  the  use  of  medicines  on 
patients  in  any  school  of  pharmacy  in  the 
UK.  One  or  two  MSc  courses  are  being 
started  up.  The  lecturers  may  say  this  drug 
is  used  for  hypertension,  that  drug  is  used 
in  the  treatment  of  cancer  but  that  is  no 
help  to  anybody.  When  a  student  graduates 
in  pharmacy  he  has  a  good  knowledge  of 
the  actions  of  drugs  on  healthy  mice,  rats 
?nd  guinea  pigs  but  usually  no  idea  of 
their  action  and  dosage  on  sick  and 
diseased  patients.  We  need  to  train  pupils 
to  answer  doctors'  questions  on  drugs  and 
not  just  recite  extracts  from  Martindale's 
Extra  Pharmacopoeia." 

Experts'  urgently  needed 

Well  trained  experts  in  the  uses  and 
adverse  reactions  of  drugs  were  urgently 
needed  in  hospitals.  The  doctors  were  busy 
diagnosing  and  treating  patients  and  they 
badly  needed  an  expert  who  could  guide 
them  away  from  unexpected  drug  re- 
actions injuring  patients  when  multiple 
drug  therapy  was  prescribed.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  "perhaps  some  5  per  cent 
of  the  beds  in  our  general  hospitals  are 
occupied  by  patients  suffering  to  a  greater 
or  lesser  extent  from  the  doctors'  attempts 
to  treat  them. 

"Here  we  have  a  new  specialty  for  which 
hospital  pharmacists  have  the  basic  train- 
ing and  many  would  love  to  make  it  a 
career  provided  we  can  provide  the 
necessary  training",  he  concluded. 

Boots'  approach  to  training 

To  maintain  just  under  1,300  branches,  the 
Boots  organisation  requires  some  2,200 
pharmacists  in  general  practice.  To  main- 
tain that  number  it  had  been  found  that 
the  annual  intake  of  pre-registration  stu- 
dents must  be  in  the  region  of  300  said 
Mr  J.  G.  Davies,  northern  area  director. 
Boots,  when  giving  the  background  to  his 
company's  policy  and  projected  manpower 
requirements  for  the  next  few  years. 

The  number  of  students  graduating 
annually  from  the  UK  schools  of  phar- 
macy was  approximately  1,000  and  "as 
the  vast  majority  of  these  seek  pre- 
registration  training  you  will  see  that  about 
one  third  of  the  total  join  Boots  each 
year."  About  half  are  women,  a  similar 
proportion  to  the  output  from  the  colleges. 
"As  far  as  we  can  tell  at  present,  this  level 
of  demand  is  likely  to  continue  in  the 
future  so  we  shall  be  maintaining  our 
intake  at  about  300  each  year  for  some 
time  to  come." 

Once  a  school  leaver  had  been  pro- 
visionally accepted  for  a  degree  course, 
"we  are  prepared  to  consider  him  for 
employment  during  the  summer  vacation 
prior  to  entering  university  or  college  and 
thereafter  during  his  college  vacations. 
This  gives  the  student  a  valuable  oppor- 
tunity to  'get  the  feel'  of  general  practice 
and.  from  our  point  of  view,  to  interest 
him  in  Boots  during  his  college  career. 

Continued  on  p659 


Aquafresh 
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because  it 

gives  MORE! 

Not  just  fluoride 

Not  just  cleaning  power 

Not  just  a  mouthwash 


...but  all  three 
in  a  single  tube. 

That's  why  more  and  more 
of  your  customers  choose 
Aquafresh -the  only  brand 
to  offer  all  round  oral  hygiene. 
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We  find  that  between  75  per  cent  and  80 
per  cent  of  all  applicants  for  pre- 
registration  training  have  had  some  pre- 
vious contact  with  the  company." 

An  additional  aid  to  recruitment  was  a 
students'  conference  lasting  three  days  and 
invitations  were  issued  through  the  schools 
of  pharmacy  to  students  about  to  enter 
their  final  year.  A  very  full  programme 
was  arranged  when  students  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  study  in  depth  many  aspects  of 
the  company's  activities,  and  to  hear  at 
first  hand  of  what  the  company  had  to 
offer  from  various  company  employees  up 
to  director  level. 

"There  is  no  doubt  that  having  attended 
one  of  these  conferences  students  begin 
their  final  year  of  study  with  a  very  clear 
idea  of  what  general  practice  with  Boots 
is  all  about  and  then  have  time  to  decide 
whether  or  not  they  wish  to  make  a  career 
with  our  organisation." 

Following  interviews  at  the  colleges  or 
possibly,  by  arrangement  at  the  general 
manager's  office,  every  attempt  was  made 
to  give  the  student  a  definite  decision  con- 
cerning his  employment  soon  after  the 
commencement  of  the  second  term  of  his 
final  year,  although  it  might  be  necessary 
to  leave  confirmation  of  the  actual  phar- 
macy in  which  the  training  was  to  be 
undertaken  until  about  Easter  time. 

"The  training  of  a  pre-registration 
student  is,  of  course,  an  expensive 
business",  said  Mr  Davies,  "and  we  feel 
entitled  to  seek  a  verbal  agreement  from 
the  student  that  he  will  remain  with  us 
for  at  least  two  or  three  years  after  regis- 
tration as  a  pharmacist.  Indeed,  we  hope 
that  many  will  make  a  career  with  the 
company,  but  if  two  or  three  years  quali- 
fied service  is  given  we  feel  that  we  have 
received  some  return  for  our  outlay  in 
both  time  and  money." 

Management  training 

Boots  pre-registration  training  is  de- 
signed to  ensure  that  the  graduate  should 
gain  experience  in  the  overall  manage- 
ment of  the  business,  including  stock  con- 
trol, staff  relations  and  training,  sales  and 
business  accounts.  "On  the  assumption 
that  half  the  total  time  will  be  spent 
in  gaining  practical  experience  in  the 
dispensary  (including  the  reception  of 
prescriptions)  and  that  approximately  four 
months'  experience  is  required  on  the 
chemist  counter  and  associated  areas,  six 
weeks  is  left  for  other  aspects  of  general 
practice  pharmacy  with  particular  refer- 
ence to  photographic  and  toiletries 
merchandise."  The  graduate  was  encour- 
aged to  develop  his  own  initiative.  To 
encourage  him  to  think  creatively  he  was 
required  to  undertake  a  project  on  the 
layout  of  a  dispensary,  with  any  recom- 
mendations he  could  make  for  improving 
the  existing  facilities  having  regard  to  the 


Poisons  Regulations,  the  ready  availability 
of  popular  items  required  in  dispensing, 
the  need  to  avoid  delay  in  locating  items 
not  in  frequent  use,  pack  size  and  weight, 
and  stock  control.  Additionally  a  project 
was  also  set  by  most  territorial  general 
managers  usually  on  a  matter  of  general 
business  interest. 

A  retail  business  methods  course,  lasting 
for  one  week  and  held  at  the  training  and 
development  department  was  regarded  as 
an  integral  part  of  the  pre-registration 
training  year. 

Boots  regard  all  their  pre-registration 
students  as  potential  managers  after  about 
nine  months  of  training.  There  was  a 
"Training  for  Management"  scheme  com- 
posed of  two  parts,  both  of  which  included 
a  week's  course  at  head  office.  The  first 
week  was  arranged  towards  the  end  of  the 
pre-registration  year  and  was  designed  to 
prepare  the  graduate  for  relief  and  other 
supervisory  management  duties,  following 
his  registration  as  a  pharmacist.  The 
"Training  for  Management"  scheme  was 
usually  completed  before  the  end  of  that 
year  in  which  registration  as  a  pharma- 
cist had  taken  place  by  a  further  week  at 
head  office  covering  more  advanced 
management  topics  such  as  staff  selection, 
leadership  and  practical  managerial  skills, 
including  display  training,  stock  manage- 


"Too  often  doctors  in  general  practice  use 
the  prescription  as  a  means  to  end  a  con- 
sultation, as  a  way  of  telling  a  patient 
everything  will  be  allright",  said  Professor 
J.  H.  Barber,  Department  of  General 
Practice,  Glasgow  University,  when  giving 
the  fourth  Macmorran  lecture. 

It  was  also  used  as  a  method  of  post- 
poning a  decision  on  therapy  and  some- 
times simply  as  a  way  of  saving  time. 
This  approach  of  using  the  prescription  as 
an  excuse  rather  than  a  therapy  might  be 
one  of  the  causes  of  the  difficulties  the 
NHS  was  currently  meeting. 

He  asked  why,  with  the  achievements 
and  resources  of  medicine,  were  there 
approximately  800,000  consultations  with 
general  practitioners  each  day  and  more 
than  300  million  working  days  lost  each 
year  through  sickness?  Could  it  be  that 
the  pharmaceutical  industry's  achieve- 
ments were  double-edged  weapons,  creating 
their  own  malaise,  while  effectively  com- 
bating the  major  diseases  of  the  past? 

Pastoral  role 

Some  doctors  saw  themselves  primarily 
as  technicians  in  the  alleviation  of  disease, 
rejecting  the  concept  that  a  general  prac- 
titioner had  a  pastoral  role  to  play.  He 
thought,  however,  the  pastoral  element  of 
care  was  important. 

There  was  a  need  for  doctors  to  be  self 
critical  in  their  use  and  abuse  of  drug 
treatments.  In  trivial  illness  and  in  par- 
ticular in  childhood  illnesses  there  was  a 
pressing  need  to  educate  young  mothers 
and  children  in  the  ways  in  which  many 
illnesses  could  be  managed  comfortably 
and  safely  with  home  remedies,  without 


Chemist  &  Druggist  659 

ment,  security  matters,  and  of  paramount 
importance,  the  practice  of  professional 
responsibilities,  as  part  of  the  management 
function. 

Having  completed  this  course  and  gained 
experience  by  a  period  of  relief  manage- 
ment the  newly  registered  pharmacist 
should  then,  at  the  end  of  approximately 
nine  months  after  registration,  be  con- 
sidered capable  of  taking  up  a  management 
position,  although  that  did  not  mean  that 
he  would  automatically  enter  management 
— that  would  depend  on  the  availability  of 
suitable  opportunities. 

Discussion 

Dr  Cox,  Aberdeen,  raised  the  ques- 
tion of  the  postgraduate  who  wanted  a 
six  month  pre-registration  period  to  enable 
him  to  return  to  the  academic  field  where 
he  intended  to  stay  for  his  career. 

Mr  Bannerman  and  Mr  Davies  felt  that 
it  was  impossible  to  complete  the  ade- 
quate training  of  postgraduates  within  a 
year. 

Mr  Myers  said  he  wanted  to  see  uni- 
versities offering  a  Pharm  D  course.  At 
present  one  could  study  for  a  PhD — 
three  years  postgraduate  research  into 
some  specialised  subject — "It  teaches  re- 
search methods — but  not  the  way  to  pro- 
duce a  top  class  hospital  pharmacist." 


the  need  for  medical  intervention.  It  was 
a  question  of  health  education. 

During  the  discussion  which  followed, 
Mr  M.  J.  Myers  referred  to  the  "thou- 
sands of  tablets  found  in  patients'  homes 
and  asked  if  there  was  any  way  of 
coming  to  a  more  accurate  assessment  of 
tablets  to  prescribe.  Professor  Barber  ad- 
mitted that  he  knew  of  no  research.  He 
later  told  the  questioner  that  research  was 
also  needed  to  ascertain  how  much  the 
patient  remembered  of  instructions  and 
advice  given  during  a  consultation. 

Another  member  suggested  that  there 
was  need  for  a  new  kind  of  approach  to 
family  illness.  The  modern  grandmother 
was  brought  up  on  tablets  whereas  her 
grandmother  had  used  home  remedies  and 
recipes.  Professor  Barber  expanded  on  the 
need  for  health  education  emphasising 
the  receptivity  of  schoolchildren  and 
young  mothers. 

Asked  how  he  saw  the  role  of  the 
pharmacist,  Professor  Barber  said  "we 
don't  know  how  much  you  pharmacists 
contribute"  in  the  treatment  of  patients  in 
ill  health.  "I  would  like  to  know  how 
much  medical  counsel  comes  from  the 
pharmacist."  It  would  be  fascinating  to 
carry  out  research  on  that  aspect  and  to 
see  the  results. 

Asked  how  many  problems  arose  from 
self  medication  Professor  Barber  replied, 
"at  the  moment  not  a  high  degree".  He 
agreed  there  might  be  some  danger  but 
nevertheless  he  would  like  to  see  a  shift 
in  emphasis  from  "doctor-managed  illness 
to  patient-managed  illness".  Most  people 
knew  when  a  serious  situation  had  arisen 
and  when  advice  was  needed. 


The  doctor's  prescription: 
a  therapy  or  an  excuse? 
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Misconceptions  in  tablet  machine 
instrumentation 


by  J.  J.  Deer 


Much  has  been  written  and  said  in  recent 
years  of  the  advantages  the  pharmaceu- 
tical industry  may  gain  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  automatic  control  techniques  to 
high  speed  rotary  tablet  machines.  With 
but  one  possible  exception",  the  precise 
aim  of  the  systems  that  have  been 
developed  for  the  purpose  is  defined,  at 
least  by  implication,  as  the  determination 
of  tablet  weight  by  means  of  measuring 
the  force  required  to  compact  it. 

In  view  of  the  speed  at  which  tablets 
are  produced  on  the  modern  machine,  it 
is  difficult  to  find  an  alternative  method, 
since  compaction  force  measurement  is 
the  only  available  parameter.  But  unfor- 
tunately, the  design,  function  and  mech- 
anical reactions  of  this  type  of  machine 
present  problems  to  which  solutions  have 
not  yet  been  found,  and  for  which  instru- 
mentation techniques  cannot  provide  an 
economically  satisfactory  answer. 

Origins  of  instrumentation 

Tablet  machine  instrumentation  began 
with  the  need  to  learn  something  of  the 
reactions  occuring  to,  and  within,  the 
compact  during  the  process  of  compac- 
tion. The  work  was,  and  still  is,  carried 
out  upon  an  hydraulic  press,  or  a  single 
punch  machine  equipped  for  the  purpose1. 
Investigatory  procedure  consists  of  meas- 
uring, with  the  aid  of  suitable  transducers, 
the  force  needed  to  compress  a  known 
weight  of  material  into  a  tablet.  In  order 


to  ensure  accuracy  of  force  measurement, 
it  has  been  found  necessary  to  locate  the 
transducer  upon,  or  in  linear  contact  with, 
the  punch  or  punch  system,  and  in  the 
case  of  work  carried  out  upon  an 
hydraulic  press,  it  is  also  desirable  to 
ensure  correct  alignment  of  components 
upon  the  press  with  the  aid  of  a  self- 
aligning  coupling.  This  is  also  advisable 
for  the  purpose  of  calibrating  individual 
punch  systems. 

The  work  of  Shotton  and  his  colleagues2 
on  an  instrumented  rotary  machine  was  a 
logical  extension  of  that  carried  out  upon 
a  single  punch  machine  in  that  the  experi- 
ments were  designed  to  measure  the  force 
needed  to  compact  a  known  weight  of 
material  that  was  fed  into  the  die  by 
hand,  the  strain  gauge  transducer  system 
being  located  upon  the  punches.  By  this 
means  a  comparison  of  the  compaction 
process  and  the  product  from  the  two 
machines  was  possible.  The  feed  frame 
was  fitted,  and  the  machine  run  in  the 
normal  manner  at  a  later  stage,  in  order 
to  demonstrate  the  feasibility  of  applying 
instrumentation  techniques  to  this  type  of 
machine,  and  possibly  pave  the  way  to  a 
fully  automated  machine. 

This  in  fact  it  did,  in  due  course,  but 
with  results  rather  less  satisfactory  than 
had  been  hoped.  For  it  now  seems 
improbable  that  tablet  weight  can  be  con- 
trolled by  compaction  force  measurement 
to  a  satisfactory  level  of  accuracy  and 
reproducability  on  a  rotary  machine. 


In  the  process  of  development  of  the 
various  instrumentation  systems,  strain 
gauges,  displacement  transducers,  and 
Piezo  electric  transducers  have  been 
used.  The  operating  principle  of  these 
three  transducers  is  quite  different.  The 
strain  gauge  bridge  is  an  electrically  resis- 
tive element.  Deformation  of  the  bridge, 
which  must  be  bonded  to  a  component 
of  the  compacting  mechanism,  causes  an 
"out  of  balance"  condition,  resulting  in 
a  proportionate  electrical  output  signal. 
The  output  is  small,  and  should  be  ampli- 
fied if  it  is  to  be  used  for  purposes  other 
than  to  drive  a  galvanometer  recorder. 

Relative  movement  measured 

The  displacement  transducer  is  an 
electro-inductive  device  by  means  of  which 
relative  movement  between  adjacent  parts 
of  a  machine  may  be  measured.  There  are 
two  types :  that  known  as  an  LVDT, 
which  has  a  moving  armature,  and  the 
non-contacting  version  in  which  the  elec- 
trical output  varies  according  to  the 
proximity  of  a  metal  "target".  Both  types 
have  a  sensitivity  of  some  200mv/0  OOlin. 
Sensitivity  of  the  LVDT  is  adversely 
affected  by  increased  frequency  response. 
The  second  type  is  stable  up  to  50KHz. 
The  LVDT  has  been  used  to  measure 
compaction  force  in  terms  of  the  move- 
ment between  the  main  frame  and  one 
end  of  the  lower  pressure  roll  support 
beam  of  a  rotary  machine3. 


Fig  1  (below):  Pressure  roll  axle  showing  two  possible 
positions  of  a  Piezo  electric  transducer. 

Fig  2  (right):  Strain  gauge  bridge  system  showing  the 
gauge  attached  to  the  lower  height  adjusting  screw. 


Piezo  electric  transducer 
(Ref.4:  Ridgway,  Deer  et  a  I ) 


Piezo  electric  transducer^ 
end  of  axle  system 

(Patent  No.1  216  397) 


LVDT  displacement 
transducer 


Bottom  pressure  roll 


Bottom  pressure 
roll  support  beam 


"  Height  adjusting  screw 
(bottom  punch  system) 


Overload  beam 
support  bracket 


Overload 
spring 
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The  Piezo  electric  transducer  is  a  pres- 
sure sensitive  element  that  acquires  an 
electrostatic  charge  proportional  to  an 
externally  applied  force.  Because  the 
charge  is  easily  dissipated,  the  transducer 
must  be  used  in  conjunction  with  a 
"charge  amplifier".  The  output  from  the 
amplifier  may  be  used  to  drive  an  indi- 
cator or  a  control  system. 

Two  applications  for  this  transducer 
with  a  rotary  machine  have  been  reported. 
The  first  is  a  specially  made  pressure  roll 
axle  in  which  a  Piezo  electric  load  cell  is 
located4  (fig  1).  In  the  second,  the  trans- 
ducer is  attached  to  the  machine  frame 
so  as  to  monitor  the  reaction  to  a  com- 
pacting force  of  one  end  of  the  pressure 
roll  axle,  relative  to  the  transducer 
mounting  on  the  machine  frame5  (fig  1). 

For  the  purpose  of  instrumenting  a 
tablet  machine  there  is  little  to  choose 
between  the  three  types  of  transducer 
other  than  cost  and  convenience.  Each 
will  provide  an  electrical  output  signal 
that  can  be  related  in  some  measure  to 
a  compacting  force,  and  either  signal  can 
be  processed  to  the  same  end  with  the  aid 
of  suitable  circuitry. 

Each  is  itself  reliably  linear  within  its 
specified  range.  But  complete  system 
linearity  depends  upon  how  and  where 
the  transducer  is  installed.  For  example, 
the  system  of  Shotton  et  a?,  in  which 
strain  gauges  are  attached  to  the  punches 
of  a  rotary  machine,  gives  a  direct  meas- 
urement of  compaction  force.  The  pressure 
wheel  of  Deer  et  al",  which  also  used 
strain  gauges,  and  the  instrumented  axle 
of  Ridgway  et  al",  which  featured  Piezo 
electrics,  compare  favourable  with  it. 

The  common  feature  of  these  three 
systems  is  that  each  complied  with  the 
correct  alignment  condition  mentioned 
earlier.  But  a  non-linear  response  has 
been  observed  for  each  transducer  system 
when  located  upon  the  machine  frame. 
The  results  of  comparative  experiments 
carried  out  upon  a  Manesty  D3  machine 
indicated  that  sensitivity  of  the  displace- 
ment transducer  system3  varied  inversely 
with  compaction  force  up  to  approxim- 
ately 1,100kg,  when  it  became  reasonably 
linear.  The  "end  of  axle"  Piezo  electric 
system4  varied  directly  with  compaction 
force,  and  likewise  became  reasonably 
linear  above  1,100kg. 

Most  satisfactory  system 

The  most  satisfactory  system  was  a 
strain  gauge  bridge  attached  to  the  lower 
pressure  roll  height  adjusting  screw.  This 
was  possibly  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
screw  fulfills  the  duty  of  a  mechanical 
lineariser  of  the  reactions  that  occur  in 
this  region,  by  some  "cushioning"  effect 
between  the  applied  force  and  the  over- 
load system.  The  screw  supports  the  end 
of  the  lower  pressure  roll  beam  to  which 
the  displacement  transducer  is  attached, 
and  is  itself  supported  upon  one  end  of 
the  overload  beam  (fig  2). 

When  the  reaction  of  these  components 
was  compared  with  the  aid  of  additional 
displacement  transducers,  it  was  found 
that  the  displacement  that  occurred  at  the 
end  of  the  pressure  roll  support  beam  was 
the  result  of  some  small  deformation 
(compression)  of  the  height  adjusting 
screw,  and  a  considerable  deformation  or 
bending  of  the  bracket  upon  which  the 
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Fig  3:  Graph  showing  relationship 
between  punch  penetration  and  force 
applied 

overload  beam  is  carried.  Also  as  over- 
load conditions  were  approached,  the 
pivot  movement  of  the  overload  beam 
upon  its  axle  introduced  an  additional 
factor  into  the  chain  of  reactions. 

A  comparable  effect  was  observed  when 
the  reaction  of  the  steel  pillar  to  which 
the  upper  pressure  roll  assembly  is 
attached  was  examined,  again  with  the  aid 
of  a  displacement  transducer.  It  was  found 
that  the  extension  of  the  pillar  that 
occurred  during,  and  as  a  result  of,  the 
compaction  process,  could  as  easily  and 
as  accurately  be  related  to  compaction 
force  as  the  "end  of  axle"  Piezo  electric 
transducer  fitted  to  the  framework  above 
it.  It  was  also  found  that  each  system  was 
adversely  affected  by  high  speed  working 
of  the  machine. 

Similar  non-linear  response  has  been 
observed  upon  other  types  of  machine  for 
the  LVDT  type  of  displacement,  and  for 
the  Piezo  electric  systems.  Strain  gauge 
systems  were  confined  to  the  D3  machine. 

It  may  of  course  be  argued — with  some 
justification — that  for  the  purpose  of 
machine  control,  linear  response  is  not  an 
essential  requirement,  since  non-linearity 
may  be  corrected  by  the  use  of  suitable 
electronic  circuitry.  While  this  may  be 
true  in  the  case  of  known  and  predictable 
reactions,  it  is  not  so  in  the  case  of 
random  errors  caused  by  variations  in 
punch  length  and  in  pressure  roll  eccen- 
tricity— the  combined  effect  of  which  can 
result  in  changes  of  compaction  force  of 
perhaps  100  per  cent,  even  though  feed 
stock  characteristics  and  product  weights 
may  be  guaranteed  to  remain  unaltered. 

Differences  in  punch  length  of  from 
0  001  to  0002in  and  variations  of  pres- 
sure roll  eccentricity  of  from  0  0005  to 
0.005in  may  be  found  on  any  one  standard 
production  machine,  resulting  in  a  pos- 
sible maximum  variation  of  "effective" 
punch  length  of  0  014in  or  more.  Varia- 
tions of  0.002in  for  the  lower  punch  at 
the  die  fill  position  are  comparatively 
unimportant,  since  the  resultant  change  in 
compact  weight  will  rarely  exceed,  or  even 
equal,  one  per  cent. 

It  is  only  during  the  actual  process  of 
compaction  that  such  dimensional  changes 
assume  significance.  That  is  because  the 
relation  between  compaction  force  and 
relative  volume  of  the  compacted  material 
is  not  a  linear  function,  but  varies  accord- 


ing to  the  characteristics  of  the  material 
and  the  range  over  which  the  force  is 
applied. 

An  exponential  relationship  between 
relative  volume  and  applied  pressure  has 
been  reported,  but  Rees  and  Shotton1  have 
stated:  "This  relation  cannot  be  valid 
when  the  relative  volume  approaches 
unity,  and  the  experimental  results  suggest 
that  at  high  pressure  the  relative  volume 
decreases  with  applied  pressure  according 
to  a  power  relation."  Since  the  relative 
volume  of  a  compact  that  is  confined 
within  a  die  of  given  diameter  is  directly 
related  to  the  height  of  the  compact — and 
therefore  to  the  distance  between  the  faces 
of  the  upper  and  lower  punches — this 
relationship  may  be  expressed  in  terms 
of  a  compaction  force/punch  penetration 
ratio. 

The  experimental  results  illustrated  in 
the  accompanying  graph  (fig  3)  were  ob- 
tained on  an  instrumented  single  punch 
machine,  by  carefully  measuring,  with  the 
aid  of  a  suitable  micrometer,  the  punch 
positions  for  each  level  of  applied  force. 
The  results  support  the  views  of  Rees  and 
Shotton.  They  also  show  clearly  the  im- 
portance of  the  compaction  characteristics 
of  the  feed  stock,  and  the  magnitude  of 
the  errors  that  may  occur  at  a  particular 
initial  setting  of  compaction  force,  as  a 
result  of  variations  of  effective  punch 
length  caused  by  the  combined  effect  of 
actual  punch  length,  and  pressure  roll 
eccentricity. 

Variations 

It  is  probable  that  the  number  of  occa- 
sions on  which  maximum  variations  co- 
incide are  so  few  as  to  be  discountable. 
But  if  variations  of  effective  punch  length 
of  even  0  004in  should  occur,  the  resulting 
change  in  compaction  force  may  be  from 
perhaps  5  to  40  per  cent.  Ridgway  et  al48 
have  reported  experimental  results  in 
which  tablet  weights  were  controlled  with- 
in an  acceptable  level  on  a  fully  automated 
machine.  But  the  machine  in  question  had 
been  so  modified  that  the  punches  were  all 
within  0  OOOlin  either  way  and  both  upper 
and  lower  pressure  rolls  had  been  mach- 
ined to  a  concentricity  of  0  0001in.  The 
maximum  possible  error  was  therefore  less 
than  OOOlin. 

Such  engineering  standards,  though  pos- 
sibly desirable,  are  not  a  feature  of  a 
tablet  production  department.  Therefore 
it  is  virtually  impossible  to  design  cir- 
cuitry with  which  to  correct  for  non-linear 
responses  and  other  sources  of  error  on  a 
rotary  machine.  Hence  the  only  purpose 
an  instrumentation  system  can  serve  on  a 
rotary  machine  is  that  of  a  counting  device, 
or  a  warning  device  of  limited  value. 
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THE  NEW  FREFLO  FEEDER 

GETS  IT  RIGHT. 


Right  design. 

Now  Smooth  as  glass  and  so  much 
safer! 

We've  completely  re-designed  the 
new  Fret lo  feeder  to  incorporate  all 
these  outstandingly  helpful  features. 

*Freflo's  rimless  neck  has  no 
raised  edges  to  trap  germs. 

;:The  lower  part  of  feeder  has 
strong  but  flexible  walls  which  when 
squeezed  gently  helps  prevent 
airlocks. 

::'Hygenic  boilable  teat  cover  clips 
over  bottle  cap  and  keeps  teat  clean. 
Ideal  for  night  feeds. 

PLUS!  Thumbgrips  that  make 
feeder  comfortable  to  hold. 

AND!  Graduations  in  ounces  and 
millilitres. 

Boilable,  lightweight  and  virtually 
unbreakable.  .^mma***... 


Right  packaging, 

Having  got  the  feeder  right  we 
turned  our  attention  to  the  paekagi  ng. 
We  used  a  bright  orange  and  white 
colour  scheme  but  designed  it  as  a 
simple  half  sleeve  to  keep  the  cost 
at  a  highly  competitive  level. 


Griptight 

Smooth-fleeted 
PolMCOPbonote 
Feeder* 


Right  price. 


si 


The  label  displayed  on  the  bottle 
says  it  all. This  is  a  special  introductory 
offer  which  includes  a  FREE  Teat  Cover. 
So  get  your  order  in  quickly. (Offer  applies 
to  UK  only  while  stocks  last.) 

Right  promotion. 

And  to  do  justice  to  our  brand  new  bottle  we're 
launching  it  with  a  massive  press  promotion. 

We'll  be  reaching  nearly  9,000,000  consumers  with 
impactful,  informative  advertisements  in:  Mother, 
Mother  and  Baby, True  Story, True  Romances,  Woman, 
Woman's  Own,  Woman's  Weekly,  Woman  and'Home, 
Woman's  Realm,  Health  Visitor,  Nursing  Mirror,  Nursing 
Times  and  Part  I  &  II  of  You  &  Your  Baby. 

All  ads.  promote 'Special  Introductory  Offer' and 
other  Lewis  Woolf  products. 


Griptight  Freflo 

THE  SAFEST  PROFIT  MXI'VE  EVER  MADE 

Lewis  Woolf  Griptight  Limited,  Home  Sales  Department, 
144  Oakfield  Road, Setly  Oak,  Birmingham  B29  7EE. 
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Queen's  University,  Belfast,  pharmacy  prizegiving 

Growth  in  health  services 
'could  be  absent  after  1977' 


Growth  rate  in  the  health  services,  at 
present  43  per  cent,  could  be  infinitessimal 
or  absent  after  1977,  warned  Dr  J.  McA. 
Taggart,  chief  administrative  medical 
officer,  Eastern  Health  Board,  Northern 
Ireland,  at  the  recent  prize-giving 
ceremony  of  the  Department  of  Pharmacy, 
Queen's  University,  Belfast. 

Giving  an  address  on  "Looking  into  the 
Crystal  Ball,"  Dr  Taggart  explained  that 
the  development  of  the  health  services 
during  the  coming  years  was  directly 
dependent  on  the  state  of  the  nation's 
economy.  "The  next  few  years  are  going 
to  be  very  difficult,"  and  it  appeared  that 
progress  could  only  be  achieved  if 
additional  expenditure  in  a  particular 
service  had  to  be  offset  against  savings 
in  operating  other  services.  Dr  Taggart 
stressed  it  was  therefore  imperative  that 
all  health  service  staff  should  be  conscious 
of  the  urgent  need  for  economy  in  all 
aspects  of  their  work. 

Old  system's  difficulties 

Earlier  Dr  Taggart  had  traced  the 
development  of  the  service  before  re- 
organisation in  1973.  One  of  the  greatest 
difficulties  under  the  old  system  was  getting 
the  right  balance  of  spending — in  1973, 
70  per  cent  of  all  spending  went  on 
hospitals  although  they  only  dealt  with 
10  per  cent  of  all  illnesses.  In  Northern 
Ireland  during  1974/75  the  total  estimated 
expenditure  for  all  health  and  personal 
social  services  was  £146m — £85  9m  for 
hospitals,  £8  5m  for  community  health  care, 
£25- lm  for  general  practitioners,  dentists, 
pharmacists  and  opticians,  and  £4  lm  for 
miscellaneous  services. 

The  introduction  of  the  new  admini- 
strative structure  in  1973 — based  on  four 
area  health  boards — "cannot  be  expected 
to  immediately  transform  the  situation  and 
put  all  priorities  in  the  proper  perspective." 
However  it  did  provide  the  opportunity  to 
develop  a  coherent  strategy,  and  for  the 
services  to  be  shaped  gradually  over  a 
period  of  years.  The  rate  of  progress, 
financial  and  other,  depended  on  factors 
not  within  the  control  of  the  Department 
of  Health  or  the  boards. 

'Rationalisation'  is  keyword 

Dr  Taggart  continued:  "We  must  how- 
ever face  the  fact  that  sufficient  money  is 
not  likely  to  be  available  to  provide  even 
those  services  which  we  look  on  as  highly 
desirable  now.  'Rationalisation'  must  be 
our  keyword  and  the  word  'rationing'  will 
more  and  more  enter  our  vocabulary  in 
the  next  few  years.  We  must  look  dis- 
passionately at  the  services  we  provide 
today,  cut  out  waste  and  inefficiency  where 
we  find  it  and  ensure  that  our  limited 
resources  are  spent  in  such  a  way  that  the 
greatest  benefit  is  derived  by  those  who 
need  it  mosu"  Boards  would  have  to  look 


critically  at  so  called  "priority"  capital 
schemes,  which  tended  to  absorb  large 
amounts  of  capital,  in  both  the  hospital 
and  community  spheres. 

It  was  clear  that  in  the  present  financial 
climate  objectives  could  not  be  fulfilled  in 
the  nexc  five  years.  If  health  authorities 
were  to  live  within  their  means,  "very 
substantial"  savings  had  to  be  found  in 
the  present  pattern  of  expenditure.  Dr 
Taggart  added  that  the  present  level  of 
hospital  provision,  with  its  wide  range  of 
specialised  patient  care,  had  to  be  main- 
tained at  a  high  standard  of  efficiency; 
however,  improved  community  health  and 
social  services  should  eventually  result  in 
overall  savings,  especially  in  the  care  of 
the  aged,  the  mentally  ill,  the  chronic 
sick  and  the  physically  handicapped. 

Professor  P.  F.  D'Arcy,  head  of  the 
University's  pharmacy  department,  an- 
nounced that  the  department  was  at  last  to 
have  a  new  building.  The  University 
Grants  Committee  had  recommended,  and 
the  Queen's  University  had  authorised,  a 
new  building  of  some  1,500  sq  m  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  just  under  £400,000. 
Initial  planning  had  already  commenced. 

Reviewing  the  department's  work  during 
the  year,  Professor  D'Arcy  said  that  14 
students  had  graduated,  three  of  whom 
had  since  returned  as  postgraduate 
research  students.  Two  PhDs  had  been 
awarded  and  two  hospital  pharmacists  had 
gained  MSc  degrees  in  hospital  pharmacy. 
Research  had  progressed  well  as  was 
illustrated  by  the  growing  number  of 
scientific  publications  and  communications 
emanating  from  the  department. 

Department's  influence 

Commenting  on  the  department's 
activities — which  included  contributing  to 
the  proceedings  and  organisation  of  the 
Dublin  FIP  Congress  and  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conference  at  Norwich, 
and  the  organising  of  symposia  and 
lectures  for  doctors,  pharmacists,  nurses 
and  midwives — Professor  D'Arcy  said: 
"Thus  the  department  is  exerting  its 
influence  in  and  beyond  the  confines  of 
the  Province,  and  is  indeed  contributing 
substantially  to  the  programmes  of  medical 
and  pharmaceutical  postgraduate  educa- 
tion within  the  UK."  He  added  that  that 
was  a  role  which  should  be  continually 
fostered. 

Professor  D'Arcy  also  acknowledged  the 
great  impact  that  the  symposium  on 
"Drugs  in  Society,"  organised  and  held 
hy  the  Society  of  Pharmacy  Students  in 
February,  had  made  upon  the  teachers, 
social  workers,  doctors,  pharmacists  and 
nurses  who  attended.  The  students  were 
already  at  a  forward  planning  stage  for  a 
lelated  symposium  on  alcoholism;  this 
would  be  held  during  the  Hilary  term 
of  1976.  The  department  had  also  planned 
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the  postgraduate  iecture  programme  for 
pharmacists  for  the  forthcoming  academic 
session;  this  would  include  a  series  of  eight 
lectures  on  "The  physiological  basis  of 
pharmacology"  to  be  held  on  Wednesday 
evenings  during  April  and  May  1976.  The 
department  also  planned  to  hold  study 
days  or  weekend  courses  on  specific  topics 
related  to  pharmacy  practice,  including 
a  short-course  on  "Drug  Reactions  and 
Interactions." 

Mrs  C.  Watson,  outgoing  president, 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern  Ire- 
land, presented  the  prizes,  and  certificates 
of  registration  to  members  of  the  Society 
who  had  qualified  during  the  year. 

Mr  Eakin  elected 
new  Nl  president 

Mr  T.  G.  Eakin  was  elected  president  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern 
Ireland  at  the  Society's  Council  meeting 
last  week.  The  new  vice-president  is  Mr  J. 
Chambers,  and  Mr  G.  E.  Mcllhagger  is  the 
new  treasurer. 

Irish  officers  re-elected 

The  three  retiring  officers  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Ireland — Dr  W.  E. 
Boles,  president,  Mr  McF.  Walsh,  vice- 
president,  and  Mr  P.  M.  Browne,  treasurer 
— were  re-elected  to  the  same  offices  for  a 
further  year  at  the  Society's  Council  meet- 
ing last  month. 

Nl  student  intake 

It  has  come  to  our  notice  that  one  aspect 
of  our  report  of  Mr  T.  I.  O'Rourke's  paper 
at  the  recent  Irish  Centenary  Congress — 
namely  that  concerning  the  supply  of 
graduates  from  Queen's  University,  Bel- 
fast— could  be  misconstrued.  The  original 
text  of  Mr  O'Rourke's  remarks  is  as 
follows: 

"If  the  present  intake  of  our  pharmacy 
school  in  Northern  Ireland  is  maintained, 
10  years  will  be  the  working  life  of  each 
pharmacist  in  pharmacy  as  we  will  have 
graduated  a  sufficient  number  every  10 
years  for  the  positions  available." 

Mr  O'Rourke  asks  that  the  comments 
be  taken  in  the  context  that  if  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health  does  not  agree  on  a 
rationalisation  plan  with  the  profession, 
then  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  North- 
ern Ireland  and  the  Queen's  University 
would  have  to  look  again  at  recruitment. 

WHO  criticises  medicine 
chests  on  board  ships 

Medicine  chests  on  board  ships  show  a 
wide  variation  in  the  standard  of  equip- 
ment carried  and  often  do  not  contain 
essential  drugs  and  equipment,  according 
to  the  October  WHO  Chronicle. 

"In  some  countries  the  inspection  of  the 
chests  is  haphazard  and  in  others  there  is 
no  inspection  whatsoever." 

The  report  praises  a  course  for  the 
training  of  pharmacist  mates,  established 
in  1966  in  the  USA  by  the  Staff  Officers 
Association,  as  "an  excellent  example  of 
what  can  and  should  be  done  to  provide 
medical  care  and  attention  in  ships  that 
have  no  doctor  on  board." 


■ 
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Letters 


The  elusive  good  business 

As  I  was  employed  for  many  years  by  one 
of  the  major  pharmacy  chains  to  acquire 
additional  businesses,  1  can  give  "Frus- 
trated Multiple  Employee"  (last  week, 
p627)  some  answers  to  his  problems  in 
acquiring  an  £80,000+  concern. 

Certain  multiples  actually  pay  an  annual 
"retainer"  to  some  of  the  business  transfer 
agencies  for  information  about  high  turn- 
over pharmacies  which  are  coming  onto 
the  market.  As  they  may  also  be  agree- 
able to  paying  al!  legal  fees,  stocktaking 
fees,  etc,  as  well,  the  agents  have  a  lot  to 
offer  potential  vendors.  Many  agents  also 
wish  to  keep  their  "best  customers"  happy, 
ie  those  who  are  repeatedly  buying  (and 
selling)  businesses,  and  placing  a  lot  of 
stocktaking  contracts  with  them. 

The  multiples  are  also  geared  up  for 
quick  decision-making,  have  cash  avail- 
able, and  are  familiar  with  the  mass  of 
legislation,  notifications,  etc,  necessary  in 
an  acquisition.  Their  guidance  can  help 
the  vendor  to  complete  on  time,  and  the 
whole  operation  is  much  easier  for  him. 

However,  in  my  experience,  many  major 
pharmacies  are  sold  without  involving 
agents.  This  is  done  on  a  "direct  canvass" 
basis.  First,  "Mr  F.M.E."  should  drive 
around  the  areas  in  which  he  is  interested 
and  list  the  businesses  which  would  appear 
to  meet  his  requirements.  Second,  he 
should  study  the  Register  of  Pharma- 
ceutical Chemists  to  determine  the  date  of 
registration  of  the  owner  (or  superinten- 
dent chemist).  Assuming  that  the  age  at 
registration  was  22  (although  the  war  years 
affected  this  somewhat)  he  can  fairly  easily 
check  whether  the  pharmacist  mav  be 
thinking  of  retiring  (say  50  years  old  on- 
wards). Representatives  can  also  give 
valuable  information  about  the  nature  of 
a  business  and  the  owner's  health,  etc. 

Third,  Companies'  House  can  provide 
fairly  recent  details  about  turnover  and  if 
this  is  in  the  required  range,  the  final  step 
is  to  make  a  direct  approach  by  personal 
visit  or  a  letter,  stating  that  you  are  look- 
ing for  a  pharmacy  in  the  area,  and  could 
you  have  an  informal  meeting  to  discuss 
the  matter  if  it  could  be  of  interest. 

Some  owners  will  give  rude  (or  humor- 
ous) refusals,  but  from  my  experience, 
many  owners  are  interested  to  meet  the 
"cheeky  devil"  who  assumes  that  they  want 
to  retire. 

I  hope  that  the  above  will  help  "Mr 
F.M.E."  to  lose  his  frustrations.  I  have 
been  "going  it  alone"  for  twelve  months 
now,  and  am  starting  to  look  for  a 
£200,000  turnover  business — so  all  you 
owners  of  substantial  Midlands  pharma- 
cies may  be  hearing  from  me  soon! 

Defrustrated 

We  sympathise  with  "Frustrated  Multiple 
Employee'  (last  week  p627)  but,  we  would 
venture  to  suggest,  he  could  not  thus  far 
in  his  search  have  contacted  ourselves, 


since  we  have  several  businesses  on  our 
books  with  turnovers  in  excess  of  £80,000. 

It  is  indeed  true  that  the  demand  for 
any  business  with  a  turnover  of  £60,000  or 
more  is  very  high,  since  this  brings  into 
the  purchasing  market  many  of  the  multi- 
ples. The  reason  for  this,  of  course,  is  that 
in  order  to  pay  the  understandably  high 
salaries  which  pharmacist  managers  are 
able  to  command  and  yet  still  end  up  with 
a  profit  which  can  be  remitted  to  head 
office,  a  multiple  needs  a  turnover  of  at 
least  £60,000. 

Thus  the  multiples  cannot  be  in  the 
market  for  low  turnover  pharmacies  and 
prospective  purchasers  are  fewer,  with  the 
result  that  there  are  many  low  turnover 
pharmacies  on  the  market  and  the  prices 
achieved  when  they  are  sold  are  lower 
pro-rata,  in  relation  to  turnover,  than  the 
busier  ones. 

An  additional  problem  faced  by  the 
independent  in  his  quest  for  a  high  turn- 
over business,  is  raising  the  necessary 
capital  to  buy  the  goodwill,  fixed  assets 
and  stock.  Even  on  a  leasehold  business, 
this  can  often  involve  a  total  sum  of  over 
£50,000 — a  daunting  enough  prospect  for 
anyone  in  the  present  economic  climate. 

Nevertheless,  if  Mr  Frustrated  Multiple 
Employee  would  care  to  contact  us  we 
would  be  happy  to  help  him.  J.  Goldman 
Victoria  Valuers  Ltd 
London  W1 

A  shared  profession? 

It  was  most  gratifying  to  read  in  your 
columns  last  week  that  chemists  are  "fight- 
ing for  analgesic  remedy  lead".  The  article 
went  on  to  say  that  "chemists  tend  to  lose 
out  to  the  grocer  in  selling  branded  cold 
remedies". 

Surely  we  pharmacists  should  have  100 
per  cent  of  the  market.  What  did  we  train 
for?  Join  the  Association  of  General  Prac- 
tice Pharmacists  and  let  us  put  a  stop  to 
the  nonsense  of  sharing  our  profession 
with  grocers.  Drugs  are  our  profession, 
not  theirs!  If  grocers  wish  to  sell  medi- 
cines, let  them  pass  the  pharmacy  degree, 
if  they  could,  as  the  rest  of  us  have  had 
to  do.  Then, perhaps,  they  would  realise  the 
significance  of  the  profession  they  are 
helping  to  damage.        "Geraint  Davies". 

Drug  testing  scheme 

Re  the  Birmingham  drug  testing  scheme 
(October  25,  p562).  Would  it  not  be  a  lot 
handier  for  the  drugs  to  be  analysed  at  the 
manufacturer's  premises,  and  so  save  a  lot 
of  drug  testing  throughout  the  country.  The 
Birmingham  area  should  not  be  penalised 
— or  helped — because  of  the  late  Mr 
Stock's  whims. 

It  should  be  national  if  at  all,  and  so 
save  a  lot  of  expense  in  the  way  of  pay- 
ment of  inspectors.  I  think  inspecting  drugs 
in  the  manufacturing  factory  would  be 
more  economic,  as  less  inspectors  would 
be  needed.  Part  of  the  money  saved  could 
be  used  for  the  inspection  of  doctors  and 
dentists'  surgeries,  again  nationally. 

W.  J.  Taylor 
Londonderry 

Obviously,  the  poor  quality  batches  picked 
up  by  the  original  Birmingham  scheme 
should  now  be  identified  by  the  strict 
quality  control  requirements  of  the 
Medicines  Act.  However,  tests  were  also 
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conducted  on  products  that  might  dete- 
riorate on  storage— eye  drops,  tablets  and 
ointments  were  among  cases  recorded  by 
the  Birmingham  analyst,  in  which  the  phar- 
macist was  advised  that  stock  was  no 
longer  nf  acceptable  quality — Editor. 

Negative  margin? 

Fellow  pharmacists  should  be  aware  of 
the  low  basic  discount  offered  by  a  new 
line  of  Colgate-Palmolive  called  Snugglers, 
and  take  appropriate  action. 

The  121  per  cent  off  retail  value  is 
nowhere  sufficient  to  cover  current  over- 
heads, and  even  wholesalers  obtain  a 
higher  margin  on  this  particular  product. 
Shelf  space  is  better  used  for  goods  which 
will  pay  their  way  and  make  a  profit. 

D.  McLaren  Todd 
Syston,  Leicester 
Colgate-Palmolive  reply  that  wholesalers' 
terms  should  enable  them  to  pass  on  com- 
petitive discounts  to  the  chemist. — Editor. 
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Concluded  from  p646 

and  if  all  had  to  go  back  for  a  brief  to  1 
those  who  elected  them  the  Committee  I 
would  be  less  effective.  Mr  J.  Charlton, 
the  Committee's  secretary,  said  Council 
had  declined  a  voting  member  and  Mr  I 
Sharp   added   that   it   was   impossible  to  I 
count  votes  when  it  was  a  matter  of  recon- 
ciling the  views  of  Boots  and  the  single 
proprietor. 

On  planned  distribution,  Mr  Howarth 
(speaking  personally  and  not  for  his  com- 
pany, Boots  Ltd)  believed  there  must  be  1 
some  control  but  the  type  would  have  to  j 
be  evolved.  He  believed  the  Department 
of  Health   had   "not   understood"  phar- 
macy's problem  in  refusing  to  implement 
the   scheme   in   health   centre  areas.   Mr  I 
Sharpe,  however,  claimed  the  Minister  did  { 
not  want  to  understand— it  was  a  political 
decision.  Mr  Howarth's  reply  was  that,  as 
with  child-resistant  containers,  pharmacy 
could    escape    Government    action  by 
"sorting  itself  out"  to  give  the  service. 

Mr  Lewis  pointed  out  the  danger  of  | 
a  further  pharmacy  opening  in  an  area 
served  by  one  subsidised  under  the  small 
pharmacies  scheme.  He  was  supported  by  |! 
Mr  E.  W.  Storey,  Lines  FPC  administrator, 
in  suggesting  that  the  FPC  and  ACCC 
might  be  involved  in  refusing  the  further 
contract.  Mr  Storey  believed  that  the 
decision  should  be  made  locally  on  the 
basis  of  knowledge  of  the  circumstances. 

When  another  questioner  asked  if  any- 
thing was  being  done  to  control  the  supply 
of  veterinary  medicines,  Mr  Howarth 
replied  that  the  veterinary  profession  had 
recently  been  told  by  its  own  body  that 
it  was  becoming  too  commercial.  He 
believed  that  the  Medicines  Commission's 
view  that  veterinary  medicines  should  be 
treated  like  human  medicines  would  mean 
a  boost  for  pharmacy.  Mr  Coleman  was 
less  sure  of  that  outcome,  however.  He 
predicted  that  one  or  two  pharmacies  in 
each  county  would  specialise  in  this  area 
and  that  there  would  be  little  benefit  for  | 
general  practice. 

Several  speakers  favoured  the  use  of 
the  "chemist"  title  in  advertising  and  one 
of  the  contractors  suggested  that  all 
independents  should  advertise  at  the  same 
time — they  could  not  all  be  struck  off!  \ 
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INTRODUCING 


naturals 


The  only 

BEVELLED  TONGUE  DEPRESSOR 

in  the  world. 

APPLICATORS  ALSO  AVAILABLE 

AYRES  BIOPSY  CERVICAL  SCRAPERS 

This  high  quality  scraper  immediately  available 
in  large  quantities.  Special  prices  for  bulk 
orders. 

ASHWOOD  TIMBER  &  PLASTICS  LTD., 


Plyla  House,  Leven  Road,  London  E14  OLW 


Tel:  01-987  6343/6461 


THE  SIGN  OF  A  RELIABLE 
AND  SPEEDY  SERVICE 

Extensive  stocks  ot  manufacturers  products 

WHATEVER  YOUR  NEED 
BE  CONFIDENT 

ILEOSTOMY  EQUIPMENT 
COLOSTOMY  EQUIPMENT 
URETEROSTOMY  EQUIPMENT 
URINE  NIGHT  DRAINAGE  BAGS 
AND  ALL  MEDICAL  EQUIPMENT 

Catalogue  upon  application 

THAMES  VALLEY  MEDICAL  SUPPLY  CO.  LTD. 

118a  Chatham  Street,  Reading.  RG1  7HT. 


Tel  No:  0734  595729 


Beechwood 
Sandal  for 


Beechwood 
Clog  for 
Men  &  Women 


BRITISH  MADE  WOOD  SANDALS  AND  CLOGS 
AVAILABLE  FROM  STOCK  EARLY  1976 


For  full  details  or  a  call  from  our  Representative, 
please  fill  in  the  coupon  below. 
To  Dunkelman  &  Son  Ltd., 

The  Manor  House,  Desborough,  Northants  NN 14  3PF 

Please  send  me  details  of  Dasco  Naturals. 
Please  ask  your  Representative  to  call.  The 
most  suitable  days  and  time  are   

Company  

Address  

■ 

 Signed  


special    ■  *     _  . 
from  VBStnC 

a  de-luxe  PhotoAlbum 


HI 


Forget  about  photo-corners  with  the 
new  Vestric  Photo  Album.  To  insert 
photographs  simply  peel  back  the 
transparent  sheet,  place  your  pic- 
tures on  the  specially  treated  non- 
slip  page  and  smooth  the  transparent 
sheet  back  into  place. 

This  superb  method  of  mounting 
protects  your  prints  and  allows  you 
to  move  them  time  and  time  again. 
The  album  measures  12  in  by  10  in 
and  contains  10  double  sided 
pages.  Available  colours:  Navy, 
White,  Red  and  Green. 


The  price  to  you  is  just  £1-30  each  +  VAT.  Spare  pages  are  available 
in  packets  of  3  at  23p  +  VAT.  You  fix  your  own  selling  price. 


Contact  your  VESTRIC  Branch  or 
Representative  Now! 
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NOT  JUST 
ANOTHER  i 

PAMIW! 

mNON- ERGOT  AMINE  *m  I 
graleve 

is  SPECIFICALLY  for  the  PREVENTION  and  TREATMENT  of  MIGRAINE  so 

STOCK!  DISPLAY!! 
and  RECOMMEND  it !!! 


® 


W  JKP  #  NON  -ERG  OTA  MINE  m 

Migraleve 

is  the  first  successful  O.T.C.  product  you 
can  recommend  SPECIFICALLY  for  the 
Prevention  &  Treatment  of  MIGRAINE  ! 


jk,  25%  of  sales  are  chemist  recommended  - 
so  you  can  profit  from  it  when  you  STOCK, 
DISPLAY  and  RECOMMEND  MIGRALEVE  to 
your  customers  ! 

A  Just  recall  MIGRALEVE's  advantages  ! 

1  in  10  of  your  customers  are  potential  pur- 
chasers !  And  because  of  the  recurrent  nature 
of  migraine,  MIGRALEVE  buyers  are  likely  to 
be  REPEAT  BUYERS  ! 

jk MIGRALEVE  is  NOT  just  another  painkiller 
^but  really  works  against  MIGRAINE"! 

Jk. MIGRALEVE  is  the  only  specific  for  both 
TREATMENT  and  PREVENTION  of  MIGRAINE 
that's  available  without  a  prescription  ! 

±We're  doing  our  promotional  best  by  mailing 
^  the  medical  and  allied  professions  and  by 

strong  advertising  in  medical  and  professional 

journals  ! 

&So  NOW  IT'S  UP  TO  YOU  to  tell  your  cust- 
omers about  MIGRALEVE  -  not  just  another 
painkiller  but  specifically  made  available  for 
sale  directly  to  the  public  "FOR  THE  PRE- 
VENTION AND  TREATMENT  OF  MIGRAINE". 

Migraleve  PinkTablets  contain;  buclizine,  paracetamol  and  codeine 
Migraleve  Yellow  Tablets  contain;  paracetamol  and  codeine 


mm  §aues  growth 

CONTINUES l 

Can  your  stocks  meet  the  increased  demand  ? 
Order  on  the  next  bonus  mailing. 

International  Laboratories  Ltd.,  Sunbury-on-Thames,  Middx  TW16  7HN 


Carnation  Corn  Caps. 

Cuxson,  Gerrard  &Co.  Ltd,  Oldbury  Vterley 
West  Midlands  B693BB.Tel:  021-552 1355 


PORTIA  CHEMISTS'  SUNDRIES 

PORTIA 

MANICURE 

REQUISITES 

Showstand  of 
six  items. 

Other  SOLPORT  products 
include: — 

Portia  Holdalls  &  Sponge  Bags. 
Watersprite  Face  Cloths. 
Portia  Eyeshields  &  Gogglets. 
Nerissa  Powder  Puffs. 
Loofah  Bath  Gloves. 
Easifix  Finger  Stalls. 
SOLPORT  BROS.  LTD. 
Goring-by-Sea.    Worthing  44861 


Obtainable  from 
your  usual 
wholesaler,  or 

Write  for  details  to: 
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Company 
News 


Napcolour  acquire  RankoBor 
laboratories  and  depot 

Napcolour  Ltd  have  acquired  three  photo- 
graphic laboratories  and  a  depot  from 
Rankolor,  the  wholesale  photo-finishing 
division  of  Rank  Audio  Visual. 

The  acquisition,  effective  last  week,  was 
for  £500,000  cash.  The  laboratories  are  at 
Mansfield,  Notts;  Neath,  Gwent;  and  Lis- 
keard,  Cornwall ;  and  the  depot  is  at 
Bristol.  All  Rank  staff  affected  have  been 
offered  employment  with  Napcolour,  who 
already  have  laboratories  in  Chester,  Mor- 
ley,  Ormskirk,  Bury,  Rhyl,  Walsall  and 
London. 

Commenting  on  the  acquisition,  Mr 
Charles  Plant,  chairman  and  managing 
director,  said  it  consolidates  the  company's 
position  in  the  industry,  and  is  a  further 
step  towards  complete  national  coverage. 
Napcolour,  said  to  be  the  largest  inde- 
pendent photo-finishers  in  the  UK,  made 
trading  profits  of  £209,443  last  year  on  a 
turnover  of  £21m. 

Napcolour's  new  laboratory  at  Chester 
was  officially  opened  last  week  by  Mrs 
Eileen  Plant,  wife  of  the  chairman  and 
managing  director,  in  the  presence  of 
dealers  from  the  area.  The  laboratory, 
covering  18,000  sq  ft,  cost  £140,000  to 
extend  and  has  equipment  valued  at  almost 
£500,000.  It  is  capable  of  producing  over 
15m  photographs  a  year. 

The  company  pay  a  good  deal  of  atten- 
tion to  training,  and  they  have  two  full- 
time  dealer  staff  trainers  as  well  as  a  team 
of  customer  service  officers  and  represen- 
tatives. Mr  Harold  Briscoe,  marketing 
services  manager,  comments:  "We  have 
grown  by  keeping  a  close  relationship 
with  our  dealers  and  we  intend  to  ensure 
that  our  growth  does  not  interfere  with 
this  personal  contact". 

Glaxo's  R&D  expenditure 
up  50  per  cent 

The  Glaxo  group's  expenditure  on  research 
and  development  increased  50  per  cent  in 
the  year  1974/75  compared  to  the  previous 
year,  and,  worldwide,  such  activities  of  the 
group  now  cost  about  £14m  a  year. 

That  is  revealed  in  Glaxo  Holdings  Ltd's 
annual  report  which  was  published  last 
week.  However  the  report  also  shows  that 
the  group  was  able  to  generate  enough 
profit  to  absorb  the  increase,  and  other 
|  additional  operating  expenses  and  over- 
heads, despite  unprecedented  cost  increases. 
The  chairman,  Mr  A.  E.  Bide,  states  in 
the  report  that  the  group  is  continuing 
to  make  every  effort  to  eliminate  waste, 
"but  we  have  not  restricted  productive  in- 
vestment for  the  group's  future,  either  in 
our  manufacturing  capacity  or  in  research 
and  development." 

Mr  Bide  later  notes  the  group's  need 
to  spend  as  much  as  it  could  afford  on 
research  and  development.  The  group  was 


pressing  ahead  as  fast  as  it  could  on 
extending  the  facilities  of  Allen  &  Han- 
Burys  Research  Ltd  at  Ware  following 
approval  granted  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Environment. 

Glaxo  group  sales,  excluding  whole- 
saling, at  £246rh  was  21  per  cent  (£43m) 
higher  than  1973/74.  Overseas  sales  of 
£193m  showed  an  increase  of  22  per  cent 
and  exports  from  the  UK  to  customers, 
subsidiaries  and  associated  companies  in- 
creased 10  per  cent  to  £75m.  UK  sales, 
excluding  wholesaling,  showed  an  increase 
of  18  per  cent  to  £53m. 

Profit  before  tax  was  about  3  per  cent 
below  last  year  at  £41  4m.  Mr  Bide  com- 
ments however  that  the  exceptional  cost 
increases  during  the  year  led  to  both  gross 
and  net  profit  margins  suffering;  it  was  not 
possible  to  introduce  price  increases  on 
prescription  medicines  early  enough  for 
them  to  make  any  significant  contribution 
to  profits.  An  extra  burden  on  margins  was 
"a  sudden  weakness"  in  the  international 
market  for  bulk  products,  and  the  group's 
performance  in  the  opiates  market  was 
"satisfactory",  despite  severe  price  re- 
straints and  acute  raw  material  shortages. 

On  UK  pharmaceutical  wholesaling,  the 
report  states  that  Vestric  Ltd  "showed  a 
good  performance."  Sales  of  £83. 9m  were 
25  per  cent  ahead  of  last  year  and  the 
trading  profit,  £2  8m,  27  per  cent  ahead. 

Glaxo  Holding's  annual  meeting  will  be 
held  at  Park  Lane  Hotel,  Piccadilly,  Lon- 
don Wl  on  October  8,  where  one  of  the 
items  on  the  agenda  is  to  declare  a  final 
dividend  of  5  16p  per  share,  making  a  total 
for  the  year  of  8  31p  compared  to  7  387p 
for  the  previous  year. 

Briefly 

The  business  of  Sloman's  of  Leeds,  soap 
manufacturers  and  distributors,  will  now 
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Mr  W.  Wibley,  Regent  Laboratories' 
new  technical  director 


continue  under  the  name  of  B.  Sioman  & 
Son,  4  Upland  Grove,  Leeds  LS8  2SX. 
Makown  Ltd,  manufacturers  of  Synogist 
shampoo,  have  changed  their  address  to 
Holly  Park  House,  Calverley,  Pudsey, 
West  Yorks  LS28  5QU. 

Appointments 

Regent  Laboratories  Ltd:  Mr  Glyn  I. 
James  has  been  appointed  director  and 
general  manager,  Mr  W.  K.  Wibley,  MPS 
technical  director,  and  Mr  John  A.  Laws 
commercial  manager. 

United  Glass  Ltd:  Mr  John  Griffin  has 
been  appointed  managing  director,  closures 
and  plastics  division,  Feltham,  in  suc- 
cession to  Mr  Robin  Wood,  who  is  to  join 
Rotaflex  (Great  Britain)  Ltd  as  managing 
director  of  their  European  operation  based 
in  France.  Mr  Griffin  has  been  sales  and 
marketing  director  of  UG  closures  and 
plastics  for  the  past  five  years  and  joined 
the  company  in  1966. 


Coming  events 

Monday,  November  10 

Bristol  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Southmead  Hospital  social  centre.  Buffet  and 
dance. 

Nottingham  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Postgraduate  medical  centre,  City  Hospital, 
Nottingham,  at  8  pm.  Dr  J.  B.  Bittiner  on 
"Sexually  transferred  diseases". 
Society  of  Cosmetic  Chemists  of  Great  Britain, 
Assembly  rooms,  Bath.  Symposium  on  "Recent 
advances  in  the  packaging  of  cosmetic  and 
toiletry  products".  Until  November  12. 
Southampton  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Postgraduate  medical  centre,  Southampton 
General  Hospital,  Southampton,  at  8  pm.  Buffet 
supper  provided  by  Boots  Ltd. 

Tuesday,  November  11 

Bournemouth  &  East  Dorset  Branch,  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union,  Postgraduate  medical 
centre,  Boscombe,  at  7.30  pm.  Mr  C.  D.  Bell  on 
"Development  of  wholesale  services  in  the  UK 
and  abroad". 

Galen  Group,  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Friends' 

meeting  house,  Croydon,  at  8  pm.  Demonstration 

of  petit  fours  by  Miss  J.  Kindred. 

North  Metropolitan  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 

Society.  Euston  Tavern,  London  NW1 ,  at  8  pm. 

Chairman's  evening. 

Reading  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Union, 

Caversham  Bridge  Hotel,  Reading,  at  8  pm.  Mr 

R.  G.  Worby  on  "Need  pharmacy  perish?  The 

case  for  a  new  contract". 

Wednesday,  November  12 

Blackpool,  Fylde  &  Wyre  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Tithebarn  Hall,  Poulton-le-Fylde. 
President's  evening. 


Croydon  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Greyhound  Hotel,  Croydon.  Annual  dinner  and 
dance. 

London  and  Home  Counties  Branch,  and 
Pharmacy  Group,  Socialist  Medical  Association, 

House  of  Commons.  London  SW1.  at  7  pm.  Dr 
D.  Owen  MP  on  "Pharmacy  in  the  NHS";  Dr  D. 
Stark  Murray  "The  Pharmacist  in  the  health 
ieam";  Mr  R.  Burke-Jones  on  "The  SMA 
pharmacy  group". 

Mersey  Regional  Committee,  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  Lord  Daresbury  Hotel,  Warrington,  at 
7.45  pm.  Mr  D.  J.  Dalglish  on  "Health  centres 
and  the  community  pharmacist". 
Northumberland  &  Gateshead  Branch,  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union,  Newcastle  Pricing  Bureau, 
at  3  pm.  Conducted  tour  of  the  Bureau. 
Scottish  Department,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Society's  House,  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  at 
7.45  pm.  Professor  VV.  C.  Bowman  on  "Aiming 
at  the  target  organ". 

Stockport  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Alma 
Lodge  Hotel,  Stockport,  at  7.30  pm.  Annual 
dinner  and  dance. 

Thursday,  November  13 

Burnley  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  De 

Tabley  Hotel,  Ribchester.  Joint  dinner  with  East 
Lanes  Branch.  Speaker,  the  Provost  of  Blackburn. 
Chesterfield  Branch,  National  Pharmaceutical 
Union,  Station  Hotel,  Chesterfield,  at  8  pm. 
Annual  meeting. 

Harrogate  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Smiths  Arms,  Beckwithshaw,  at  8  pm.  Mr  J.  A. 
Scott  (Yorkshire  Post)  on  "Experiences  of  a 
news  reporter". 

Joint  Pharmaceutical  Analysis  Group,  Chemical 
Society,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Bloomsbury 
Square,  London  WC1.  Meeting  on  "Standards  for 
veterinary  medicines".  Speakers  include  Mr 
S.  F.  M.  Davies  and  Professor  R.  J.  Fitzpatrick. 
Swindon  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Wyvern  Theatre,  Swindon,  at  8  pm.  Mr  B.  J. 
Meakin  on  "Microencapsulation  of 
pharmaceuticals". 
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Foreign  buyers  show  interest 
in  drug  jar  sales 


The  recent  introduction  by  the  big  two 
London  salerooms  of  a  10  per  cent  buyer's 
premium  or  surcharge  resulted  in  protest 
campaigns  by  a  number  of  dealers.  Both 
Christie's  and  Sotheby's  have  been  sub- 
jected to  "walk  outs"  and  boycotts  as  well 
as  demonstrations  during  the  past  couple 
of  months.  These  salerooms  have,  how- 
ever, been  well  attended  by  foreign  buyers 
who  are  quite  used  to  these  surcharges  and 
glad  to  find  prices,  owing  to  the  non- 
attendance  of  our  dealers,  a  bit  easier.  As 
P.  G.  Wodehouse  would  have  put  it  "Hard 
words,  unseemly  wrangle!" 

At  Sotheby's  sale  of  English  Pottery  on 
September  30,  an  English  delft  drug  jar 
inscribed  "O.  Hyperici"  (oil  of  St  John's 
wort)  below  an  angel's  head  and  wings 
(height  7 J  in)  was  sold  for  £130  (this 
price  plus  10  per  cent  making  £143). 

Continental  ceramics 

Their  sale  of  Continental  ceramics  on 
October  21  included  a  number  of 
Venetian  drug  jars  with  portrait  heads. 
The  prices  of  lots  25-7  were  £1,100, 
£1,050  and  £750  respectively — the  latter 
having  had  the  rim  damaged.  A  Florentine 
drug  bottle  of  pear  shape  (height  11  j  in) 
made  £660.  A  Faenza  drug  jar  labelled 
"Zuc°  Defumoterre"  although  damaged 
also  went  to  an  Italian  buyer  for 
£850.  (Zucchero  de  Fumoterre  is  sugar  of 
fumitory).  The  rare  Hispano-Moresque 
wet  drug  jar — the  sides  decorated  in  copper 
lustre  and  blue  with  bands  of  stylised 
heart-shaped  leaves,  15th  century  (see 
illustration) — although  the  estimated  price 
was  £800  to  £1.200,  went  under  the 
hammer  for  £1,400. 

At  the  Sotheby's  Belgravia  sale  of 
Staffordshire  wares  on  October  23,  120  pot 
lids  were  followed  by  an  important 
collection  of  135  early  Victorian  pastille 
burners  in  the  form  of  cottages,  churches 
and  castles.  Beautifully  decorated,  some 
with  detachable  pierced  bases,  they  all 
fetched  good  prices  (about  £40  to  £170). 
These  usually  have  an  arched  opening  at 
the  back  and  pierced  windows.  Formulas 
for  the  fumigating  pastilles  or  cones  were 
given  in  C&D  Pharmaceutical  Formulas 
as  late  as  1944. 

An  unusual  19th  century  Hackwood 
soda  water  cup  divided  in  two  sections 
made  for  Mander  Weaver  &  Co,  Chemical 
Laboratory,  Wolverhampton,  was  sold  for 
£34.  This  firm  was  established  in  1773. 
(Pill  tiles  with  their  name  underneath  a 
coat  of  arms  turn  up  from  time  to  time.) 

An  earthenware  phrenologist's  head  by 
L.  N.  Fowler,  London,  showing  the  brain 
divided  into  sections,  fetched  £80. 

Christie's  sale  of  Continental  pottery 
held  on  October  27  at  their  rooms  at  St 
James,  London,  also  attracted  many 
foreign  buyers.  Christie's  take  their  bids 
in   guineas  which,  plus  the   10  per  cent 


buyer's  premium,  makes  the  total  15  per 
cent  higher. 

Lot  9  was  an  18th  century  English  drug 
jar,  catalogued  as  Dutch  (height  7g  in) 
inscribed  E,  eCASsiA,  55  guineas.  Lot  107 
was  a  blue  and  white  Spanish  albarello, 
catalogued  as  south  Italian,  (height  11|  in) 
with  the  name  "Euphorby"  on  a  ground 
of  scrolling  foliage,  190  guineas.  Lot  109,  a 
pair  of  decorative  pharmacy  bottles 
(height  10|  in)  each  with  a  portrait  of  a 
iurbaned  male,  were  sold  for  240  guineas. 
A  pair  of  Savona  blue  and  white  albarelli 
(lot  110)  from  a  Papal  pharmacy  (height 
8  in)  realised  300  guineas.  These  were 
painted  with  the  names  of  the  contents 
Vng  Citrini  and  Ol  Laurini  and  had  the 
tiara  and  keys  of  St  Peter  below. 

A  number  of  Sicilian  albarelli  (lots  108, 
111-117)  fetched  prices  varying  from  40 
to  190  guineas.  An  Albissola  wet  drug  jar 
decorated  in  green  and  manganese  with 
birds,  horsemen  and  buildings  (height 
8  in)  inscribed  O.  Catel,  fetched  130 
guineas.  Ol  Catellorum  is  oil  of  puppy- 
dogs!  This  interesting  piece  had  the  BS 
mark  of  Savona  on  the  base.  Lot  120 
was  a  wet  drug  jar  labelled  Syr  di  Ossopo 
(syrup  of  Hyssop,  height  8j  in),  40 
guineas.  Lot  26,  a  Sienna  wet  drug  jar 
inscribed  A.  D.  Acetosa  with  trophies 
above  and  below  on  the  blue  surround 
(height  9\  in),  reached  140  guineas. 

Lot,  127  was  a  spouted  drug  jar  for  Ol. 
Mastica  (height  8  in)  with  a  seated  cupid 
in  a  landscape  of  rocks  and  buildings,  180 
guineas,  and  Lot  129,  a  Sicilian  albarello 
D'Atrio  Piperon  (height  8  in),  170  guineas. 
Diatrion  piperon  is  a  confection  of  pepper. 
Lot  135,  a  Venetian  blue  and  white  bottle 
labelled  A.  di  Portulaca  in  Gothic  script 
(height  8|  in)  circa  1520,  sold  for  220 
guineas.  Last  but  not  least,  Lot  137,  a 
fine  Palermo  jar  painted  with  a  canonised 
pope  in  an  attitude  of  benediction  (height 
14|  in)  fetched  1,600  guineas.  Most  of 
these  jars  were  bought  by  Italian  dealers. 


Rare  Hispano-Moresque  wet  drug  jar 


8  November  197! 

Westminster  report 


Medicines  cost  £255m 

The  cost  of  medicines  provided  under  th<| 
NHS  in  the  year  ended  March  31,  19751 
in  relation  to  pharmaceutical  services  anc| 
health  authorities,  is  estimated  to  b| 
£255m,  Dr  David  Owen,  Minister  fp:j 
Health,  announced  on  Tuesday. 
□  Mrs  Barbara  Castle,  Secretary  of  Statt  j 
for  Social  Services,  stated  in  reply  to  :| 
Commons  question  that  she  had  no  pro] 
posals  to  increase  prescription  charges  oil 
introduce  other  health  service  charges. 

Industry's  accountability 

Mr  Jim  Lester  asked  in  the  Commons  orj 
Tuesday  what  steps  the  Secretary  of  State! 
for  Social  Services  was  taking  to  introduce! 
some  element  of  public  control  over  then 
pharmaceutical  industry.  Dr  Owen  replied] 
"It  is  the  Government's  intention  to  ensure) 
that  the  pharmaceutical  industry  conducts! 
itself  with  proper  regard  for  public! 
accountability.  We  shall  take  suchj 
measures  as  we  consider  necessary  to  that 
end."  (See  also  p647.)  j 

No  ban  on  paraquat 

In  the  light  of  the  findings  of  the  Com-] 
mittee  on  Pesticides  and  Other  Toxic! 
Chemicals,  the  Government  does  not  in] 
tend  to  alter  the  present  provisions  govern-] 
ing  the  sale  of  paraquat,  Lord  StabolgiJ 
Government  Deputy  Chief  Whip,  said  on] 
Tuesday.  The  Earl  of  Kinnoull  had  asked] 
whether  paraquat  might  be  banned  in  view 
of  recent  tragic  accidents.  Lord  Stabolgi| 
said  that  precautions  already  included  pro- 
vision restricting  the  sale  of  liquid  formu-'i 
lations  to  those  requiring  supplies  for 
their  trade  or  business.  In  the  seven  yearsp 
1966-73  there  were  61  deaths  from  para-i 
quat  poisoning  of  which  more  than  half] 
were  suicides.  He  added  that  there  weref 
no  instances  of  paraquat  having  killed! 
anybody  who  complied  with  the  manufac-|i 
turers'  instructions.  ! 

Sterile  water  imports 

Only  about  15  per  cent  of  nearly  4m  1  of] 
sterile  water,  used  in  the  NHS  in  the  yearp 
ended  March  1975,  was  bought  from  two  j 
commercial  firms,  Dr  Owen  stated  in  a] 
Commons  written  answer  last  week. 

One  of  the  firms  was  at  that  time  im-ji 
porting  its  sterile  water,  and  the  cost  of] 
supply  of  imports  to  the  health  services 
was  about  £250,000.  However  Dr  Owen  j 
noted  that  the  firm  had  now  developed  its  I 
production  capacity  in  this  country  and 
had  been  granted  a  product  licence,  so 
there  would  be  no  need  to  import  further  I 
supplies.  "I  am  still  considering  the  wider  (I 
implications  of  this  matter,"  he  added. 

'Extend  unit  pricing'  call 

In  reply  to  a  call  from  Mr  Clement  Freud 
for  the  introduction  of  unit  pricing  "to 
avoid  the  confusion  of  volume  measure," 
Mr  Alan  Williams,  Minister  of  State  for 
Prices  and  Consumer  Protection,  said  he 
would  gladly  consider  specific  suggestions 
for  extending  the  system.  However,  he 
felt  that  consumers  were  helped  most  if 
pre-packaged  goods  were  sold  in  prescribed 
quantities,  or  in  standard  containers. 
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Market 
News 


In  balance 

London,  November  5:  With  holders  able 
to  meet  buyers'  demands  for  most  com- 
modities there  seems  to  be  a  situation 
where  demand  and  supply  are  in  balance. 
Consequently  there  is  a  fairly  stable  price 
situation  existing  in  all  sectors  of  the 
market.  Of  course,  there  are  exceptions. 
Chillies,  for  example,  have  been  in  short 
supply  for  many  weeks  now  and  whilst 
there  have  been  small  stocks  of  Uganda 
offered  in  recent  weeks  these  have  also 
dried  up  now.  Madagascar  cloves  and 
white  pepper  were  easier  due  to  ex- 
change rate  differences.  Quotations  for 
Brazilian  menthol  tumbled  during  the 
week  as  new-crop  offers  for  January- 
February  shipment  were  down  by  £0  25- 
£0-45  kg  as  to  make.  Lemon  peel  con- 
tinued its  firm  tone.  Easier  were  balsams, 
Russian  liquorice,  senega,  cascara  and 
jalap. 

Among     essential     oils  peppermint 


(arvensis)  was  easier  in  line  with 
menthol.  Continental  resellers  of  anise 
oil  were  offering  below  the  shipment 
rates  from  China. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Sodium  acid  phosphate:  BP  crystals  £0.9613  kg 
fcr  50-kg  lots. 

Sodium  benzoate:  BP  in  500-kg  lots  £0.4269  kg. 
Sodium    bicarbonate:    BP    £61.33    per    1,000  kg 
minimum  8-metric  ton  lots  delivered  UK. 
Sodium  carbonate:  Anhydrous  £142  metric  ton. 
Sodium   chloride:   Vacuum   dried    in    10-ton  lots 
£15.78  metric  ton  delivered  London. 
Sodium  citrate:  From  £581  per  metric  ton  as  to 
maker:  Premium  for  pcwder  £12.00. 
Sodium  fluoride:  BP  keg  in  50-kg  lots  £1.3071  kg. 
Sodium  gluconate:  Technical  £510  netric  ton. 
Sodium  hydroxide:  Pellets  BP  1975  in  50-kg  lots. 
£0.78  kg  sticks  (BP  1958)  £2.92  for  50  kg. 
Sodium  nitrite:  BPC  1963  50-kg  lots  £0.8415  kg. 
Sodium  perborate:   (per  1,000  kg) — monohydrate 
£383;  tetrahydrate  £225. 

Sodium  percarbonate:  £304  per  metric  ton. 
Sodium  potassium  tartrate:  Granular  £1,160  metric 
tons. 

Sodium  sulphate:  BP  crystals  per  metric  ton 
£84.60;  commercial  £31.00. 

Sodium  sulphite:  Crystals  £0.1486  per  kg  in  50-kg 
lots. 

Sodium  thiosulphate:  Photo  grade  £114.70  metric 
ton;  commercial  £109.25. 

Crude  drugs 

Aloes:  Cape  £0.99  kg  spot;  £0.98,  cif.  Curacao 
£1.35  nominal  spot. 

Balsams:   (kg)   Canada:  £14.80  spot;  £14.40,  cif. 
for   shipment.    Copaiba:   BPC   £1.70   spot;  £1.60 
cif.  Peru:  £4.75  spot;  £4.45,  cif.  Tolu:  £3.30  spot. 
Buchu:  Rounds  £2.50  kg  spot;  £2.35,  cif. 
Camphor:  Natural  powder,  £5.40  kg  spot;  £3.65, 
cif;  synthetic  £0.68.  cif  for  98  per  cent. 
Cardamoms:    (per   lb   cif),   Alleppy  green   No  1 
£2.00;  prime  seeds  £1.65. 
Cascara:  £920  metric  ton  spot;  £680,  cif. 
Gentian:  Root  £1.38  kg.  spot;  £1.30  kg,  cif. 
Ginger:   (ton,  cif)   Cochin  £630;  Jamaican  No  3 
£700;  Nigerian  split  £520,  peeled  £600. 
Jalap:  Mexican  basis  15  per  cent  no  spot;  £1.33 


kg,  cif;  whole  tubers  £1.48,  cif  9-11%. 

Kola  nuts:  £195  metric  ton  spot  nominal;  £185, 

cif. 

Lanolin:    1 ,000-kg    lots    BP    grades    from  £955; 
cosmetic  £1,025;  technical  £910. 
Lemon  peel:  £850  metric  ton  spot;  £800,  cif. 
Liqucrice    root:    Chinese    £190    metric    ton,  cif. 
Russian  £225  spot;  £215,  cif.  Block  juice  £1,130. 
spray-dried  £1,050. 

Lobelia:  European  herb  £900  metric  ton  new  crop, 
November  delivery.  American  £950,  cif. 
Lycopodium:  Russian  £4.10  kg;  £3.80,  cif. 
Mace:  Grenada  No  1  £2,240  ton,  fob. 
Menthol:  Brazilian  £9.50  kg  spot;  near  shipment 
£9.00;   Jan-Feb.   1976  £8.75,   cif.   Chinese  afloat 
£9.00,  cif. 

Nutmeg:  (ton,  cif)  East  Indian  80's  £1,340;  bwp 
£940.  West  Indian  80  s  £1,410.  unassorted  £1,150; 
defective  £935. 

Nux  vomica:  £210  metric  ton  spot. 

Pepper:    (ton)    Sarawak   black   £800   spot;  £745, 

cif;  white  £1,030;  £945,  cif. 

Senega:  Canadian  £12.50  kg  spot;  £12.00,  cif. 

Essential  and  expressed  oils 

Anise:  Resellers  at  £13.60  kg  ex  Continent. 

Bois  de  rose:  £4.50  kg  spot;  shipment  £4.00,  cif. 

Buchu:  English  distilled  £260  kg. 

Camphor  white:  £0.90  kg  spot;  £0.68,  cif. 

Caraway:  Imported  £16.50  kg;  English  £28.00. 

Cardamom:  English  distilled  £77.50  kg. 

Cassia:  Chinese  unobtainable. 

Cedarwood:  Chinese  £0.87  kg  spot;  £0.81,  cif. 

Nutmeg:    (per    kg)    English   distilled   from  West 

Indian  £21.75;  from  East  Indian  £16.00. 

Olive:  Spot,  ex  wharf — Spanish  origin  cartons  of 

6  x  1  gal  £4.75  gal.  Mediterranean,  £1,150  metric 

ton  in  200-kg  drums. 

Palmarosa:  Brazilian  spot  £7.50  kg. 

Patchouli:  £4.25  kg  spot  and  cif. 

Pennyroyal:  To  arrive  £9.00  kg. 

Pepper:  English  distilled  ex  black  £62.50  kg. 

Peppermint:    (kg)    Arvensis   Brazilian   £3.65  spot 

and  prompt  shipment.  New  crop  Jan-Feb.  £3.40, 

cif.    Chinese    £3.90    spot;    £3.60,    cif.  American 

piperata  E15.00-E15.50. 

Petitgrain:  Spot  £4.70;  £3.90,  cif. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press. 


Classified 
Advertisements 


Post  to  Classified  Advertisements,  Chemist  &  Drug- 
gist, 25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA. 

Telephone  01-353  3212. 


Olsplay/Semi  Display  £4-00  per  single  column  centi- 
metre, min  25mm.  Column  width  42mm. 

Whole  page  £300  (254mm x  178mm). 

Half  Page  £175  (125mm  x  178mm). 

Quarter  Page  £100  (125mm  x  86mm). 

Lineage  £0-80  per  line,  minimum  5  lines  @  £4  00. 


Trademarks 


Wanted 


The  Trade  Marks  set  out  below  were  assigned  on  the  4  November  1974  by  KONINKLI JKE  NEDERLANDSCHE  GIST- 
EN  SPIRITUSFABRIEK  B.V.,  trading  as  ROYAL  NETHERLANDS  DISTILLERIES  and  as  ROYAL  NETHERLANDS  FER- 
MENTATION INDUSTRIES  of  1,  Wateringseweg,  Delft,  The  Netherlands,  to  GIST-BROCADES  N.V.,  of  the  same  add- 


ess,  WITHOUT 

THE  GOODWILL  OF 

THE  BUSINESS  IN  WHICH  THEY  WERE  THEN  IN  USE. 

Registered  No. 

Trade  Mark 

Goods 

787483 

DELFUCIN 

Pharmaceutical  preparations,  fungicides  and  antiseptics. 

787484 

DELVOCID 

Antibiotics,  fungicides,  disinfectants  and  pesticides. 

787485 

PIMAFUCINE 

Pharmaceutical  preparations,  fungicides  and  antiseptics. 

312175 

MYCOFARM 

All  goods  included  in  Class  5. 

and  device 

355519 

DI-ACIPEN-V 

Pharmaceutical  preparations  containing  penicillin  or  penicillin  derivatives. 

355521 

PIMAFUCORT 

Pharmaceutical   products   containing   antibiotics   and   steroids  for  thera- 

peutical purposes. 

358036 

VENDARCIN 

Antibiotical  products  fcr  medical  and  veterinary  purposes. 

361154 

FERMINASE 

Enzyme  preparations  for  pharmaceutical  purposes. 

339956 

LOCOID 

Medicines;  pharmaceutical,  veterinary  and  sanitary  preparations  and  sub- 

stances. 

3947937 

CONESSOL 

Pharmaceutical  preparations. 

352136 

DEPOCILLINE 

Pharmaceutical  preparations  and  substances. 

352137 

DEPUMYCINE 

Antibiotic  preparations  and  substances. 

352138 

ENGAMYCINE 

Oxytetracycline  preparations  for  veterinary  use;  oxytetracycline  substances 

for  use  as  additives  to  the  drinking  water  of  cattle. 

352139 

GLOVETICOL 

Chloramphenicol  preparations  and  substances  all  for  veterinary  use. 

>52140 

MYPENZAL 

Pharmaceutical  preparations  and  substances. 

52141 

NAFPENZAL 

Pharmaceutical  preparations  and  substances  all  for  veterinary  use. 

52142 

PENZAL 

Pharmaceutical  penicillin  preparations. 

'55618 

DELVOCOAT 

Fungicides,  herbicides,  insecticides,  pesticides  and  verminicides. 

67231 

DUPLOCILLIN 

Pharmaceutical  preparations  and  medical  substances. 

70026 

DELVOPOS 

Fungicides. 

WE  WILL  PURCHASE  for  cash  a 
complete  stock  of  a  redundant  line, 
including  finished  or  partly  finished 
goods,  packaging,  raw  materials, 
etc.  No  quantity  too  large.  Our  rep- 
resentative will  call  anywhere.  Write 
or  telephone  Lawrence  Edwards  & 
Co.  Ltd.,  6/7  Wellington  Close, 
Ledbury  Road,  London  W11.  Tel. 
Park  3137-8. 

WANTED  GLASS  CARBOYS.  All  sizes 
required.  Good  condition,  not 
painted.  State  quantities.  Ross 
(Reading)  Ltd.,  23  Wardle  Avenue. 
Reading.  Tel.:  Reading  27243. 


Tolley's 

Tax  Tables  1975/76 

20  pages  of  easy-to-read 
tables  covering  the  new 
rates  of  income  tax,  cor- 
poration tax,  estate  duty, 
capital  gains  tax  and  ACT, 
for  75p 

On  sale  now  at  leading 
booksellers  or  direct  from 
us. 

Tolley  Publishing  Co.. 
44a  High  Street,  Croydon 
CR9  1UU.   01-686  9144 
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Appointments 


Vestric 


REQUIRE 


CHEMIST 
REPRESENTATIVES 

Vacancies  have  arisen  for  four  Chemist  Representatives 
to  work  on  behalf  of  our  Branches  in  South  London, 
Glasgow,  Midlands  and  Merseyside  areas.  The 
successful  applicants  will  be  aged  25-45,  and  preference 
will  be  given  to  those  who  have  had  at  least  two 
years'  selling  experience  in  a  pharmaceutical 
environment. 

Vestric,  a  member  of  the  Glaxo  group  of  companies, 
is  the  largest  pharmaceutical  wholesaler  in  the  U.K. 
serving  independent  retail  pharmacists,  veterinary 
surgeons,  hospitals,  and  photographies  suppliers. 

In  addition  to  an  excellent  salary  the  company  also 
offers  a  number  of  fringe  benefits  such  as  an  annual 
profit  sharing  bonus  and  life  assurance  and  pension 
schemes. 

A  company  car  will  be  supplied. 

Initially,  please  write  to  Mr.  K.R.  Houghton, 
Personnel  Manager,  Vestric  Limited,  Chapel  Street, 
Runcorn,  Cheshire  WA7  5AP. 


A  worthwhile  job  with  Vestric 


Miscellaneous 


LEICESTER 

FASHION  JEWELLERY 
Elegantly   displayed.    Super  fast 
sales.   Big   profits.   VAT  at  8%. 
Contact  : 
STARGEMS  OF  LEICESTER 
52  Mount  Road,  Leicester. 
Tel:  (0533)  26403 

Star  Gems  Sell  Nationwide 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 
Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd 

34  Shudehill,  Manchester  M4  1EY 

Tel:  061-832  6564 

Largest  and  most  exclusive 
range  of  direct  and  imported 
Continental  Jewellery,  Necklets, 
Pendants,  Dress  Rings,  Ear- 
rings, Brooches,  Bracelets,  Hair 
Ornaments. 

Suppliers  to  Chemists  over  20 
years. 

Sample  parcels  available. 


A.  NELSON  AND  COMPANY  LIMITED, 
73  DUKE  STREET,  LONDON,  W1  M  6BY 

Telephones  01-629  3118  3119  3205 

Specialists  in  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy 

Automatic  telephone  answering  service  available  when 
the  Pharmacy  is  closed 


HEAD  OF  QUALITY  CONTROL 

Up  to  £5,000  p.a. 

A  diverse  multi-national  Group  has  an  immediate  require- 
ment for  an  experienced  Quality  Controller  for  one  of  its 
pharmaceutical  producing  Companies.  The  position  car- 
ries responsibility  to  the  Technical  Director  for  meeting 
all  product  quality  requirements  under  the  Medicines  Act 
through  the  existing  staff. 

The  requirement  is  for  a  qualified  Pharmacist  with  a 
quality  control  and/or  development  background  and 
managerial  experience.  Familiarity  with  techniques  of 
chemical  and  instrument  analysis  and  with  quality  control 
procedures  and  documentation  is  essential.  Experience 
in  reformulation  and  development  of  new  products  would 
be  an  added  advantage. 

The  Company  situated  in  the  Greater  Manchester  area 
is  currently  going  through  a  phase  of  reorganisation  which 
could  result  in  the  position  offering  considerable  scope 
to  an  enthusiastic  and  ambitious  individual. 

Fringe  conditions  include  free  medical  insurance,  contri- 
butory pension  with  life  assurance,  generous  assistance 
with  removal  expenses. 

Reply  giving  full  particulars  to:  Ref.  C1JB/RQPZ,  4th  Floor, 
60  Whitworth  Street,  Manchester  M1  6LU. 


£5,000  P.A.  S.W.  LONDON 

Pharmacist  required  for  modern  store 

*  Pharmaceutical  duties  only 

*  Limited  paperwork 

*  Three  weeks  holiday 

*  Excellent  working  conditions 
■k  Salary  negotiable 

Telephone  Mrs.  Wrist  01-669-2151  day,  also 
Ansaphone  in  the  evenings 


Shopfitting 


Self  selection  will  Increase  your 
toiletry  sales  sufficiently  to  pay  for 
a  complete  shop  modernisation.  As 
primary  manufacturers  of  wall  fittings 
and  counters  we  offer  very  early 
delivery  and  installation  in  just  one 
day,  or  overnight,  new  shops  or  old 
shops  or  part  shops.  Immediate 
quotations  without  obligation  for 
shopfronts  and  interiors.  Thlrsk 
Shopfittings,  741-743  Garratt  Lane. 
London  SW17  0PD.  Telephone  01- 
946  2291   (4  lines). 

INTERPLAN  SYSTEM  80  modular 
shopfittings,  attractive  units  at 
attractive  prices,  complete  instal- 
lations. NPU  recommended.  Brochure 
from  OLNEY  BROS.  LTD,  SHOP- 
FITTERS.  NORTHBRIDGE  ROAD, 
BERKHAMSTED,  HERTS.  Tel:  5417-9. 


LEADING  MANUFACTURER  of  In- 
terior shopfittings  offers  special  low 
prices  to  retailers  prepared  to  act 
as  showshops.  The  shops  concerned 
must  be  within  50  miles  of  London 
or  Birmingham.  Interest  free  or  low 
deposit  HP  available  in  suitable 
cases  and  commission  payable  on 
orders  resulting  from  visits  to  your 
shop.  Full  details  from  SPAN  SHOP- 
FITTING  COMPANY.  32  Church 
Road.  London  SE19  2ET.  Tel.  01-653 
5859. 


CASH  REGISTERS  rebuilt  as  new 
fully  guaranteed  from  £75.  Itemisers 
£185.  Call  and  see  our  range.  Open 
Monday  to  Friday.  THIRSK  SHOP- 
FITTINGS, 743  Garratt  Lane,  SW17 
0PD.  Tel:  01-946  2291. 


Please  Address  Box  No.  replies  to: 
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IlllilllillilMi 


You  can't  depend  on 
warnings  to  keep  tablets  out 
of  the  hands  of  children. 

Small  children  can't  read  and  often  don't  heed  warnings. 
The  most  effective  protection  is  to  build  safety  into  the 
pack  itself. 

Poplok  does  it  simply.  This  ingenious  closure  is  baffling 
to  children  yet  easy  for  adults  to  open. 

Poplok  meets  the  requirements  of  BS 1679  for 
dispensing  containers  and  exceeds  the  USA  Food  &  Drugs 
Administration  Protocol  for  child  resistance. 

For  further  details,  manufacturers  should  write  to  Metal 
Box,  wholesalers  to  Beatson  Clark,  and  retail  chemists 
should  contact  their 
wholesalers. 


(flfe  Metal  Box 

Plastics  Group,  Metal  Box  Limited, 


Poplok 


Queens  House,  Forbury  Road,  Reading  RG1 3JH. 
Tel:  0734  581177  Telex:  847437. 

Beatson  Clark 

Beatson, Clark  &  Company  Limited, 

23  Moorgate  Road,  Rotherham,  South  Yorkshire  S60  2AA. 

Tel:  0709  79141  Telex:  54329. 
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Brylcr 
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